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INTRODUCTION 

Books descriptive of the East may be roughly 
divided into three classes. First, there are the 
vdumes of " Impressions " of Uterary men who 
set themselves the difficult task, after a more or 
less lengthy stay in the Orirait, of faithfully 
representing Oriental scenes, manners and cus- 
toms. These are interesting principally on 
account of their authors — they are vivid, personal 
interpretations of Eastern life by men of unde- 
niable power of observation and descriptive skill . 
Intended more for the general reader than the 
student, these impressionistic studies serve the 
useful purpose of revealing the brilliant and 
ever-fascinating surface of the East. Rarely do 
they take us to its depths. To gain a deep^ 
knowledge of Orientalism, we must go to a second 
category of books, — those written by professional 
Orientalists, whose special linguistic studies and 
extensive travels entitle them to be ranked as 
authorities. But here again these writers do not 
tell us all. They too often view the Orient through 
Occidental eyes, and in certain vital respects fail to 
paint the picture in its true colours. Only by 
Orientals — or by those whose long sojourn in the 
East has formed their minds after the Oriental 
pattern — can the Orient be adequately described. 
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This third and necessarily small class of works 
is the one which must ever hold the place of 
honour on our book-shelves. 

The following essays and stories belong, I claim, 
to this last special cat^oiy of Oriental literature. 
Mr. Philip J. Baldoisperger, owing to the peculiar 
circumstances of his career, is able to tell the 
story of the Fellahtn and Bedawtn as an Oriental 
woidd tell it. As his collaborator, the late Claude 
Reignier Conder, the author of TerU Work in 
Palestine, once said, "He is 'a voice from the 
East,* " — an accurate witness to many interesting 
and almost unknown sides of life in Palestine. 
Few men, as his biography shows, have had such 
excellent opportunities as he for accumulating 
facts regarding the people and customs of the 
Holy Land. 

His father, Henry Baldensperger, of Balden- 
heim, Alsatia, was sent to Jerusalem in 1848 as 
a missionary of the Basel Spittler Mission. His 
mother, from Niederbronn, Alsatia, joined his 
fether soon afterwards in Jerusalem, where they 
were married. Penetrated by the belief that they 
were called, under the protection of Divine 
providence, to teach the people of Palestine better 
ways, not by preaching the Word, but by exem- 
plary life and work, Mr. and Mrs. Baldensperger 
soon left the Basel Spittler Mission to undertake 
an independent one of their own among the natives. 
They bought land and built a house in the village 
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INTRODUCTION ix 

of Urtas, on the borders of the Desert of Judaea, — 
a spot where the villagers had abandoned every- 
thing for fear of the continual incursions of the 
neighbouring Ta'amry Bedawln. But on the 
Anglican Bishop Gobat founding a school for 
Arab orphan bo3rs on Mount Zion, in Jerusalem, 
he appealed to the Baldenspergers for temporary 
help as stewards, and it was only forty-four years 
afterwards that they retired again to Urtas. 
Meanwhile, their children were growing up. Philip 
Baldensperger was bom on June 5th, 1856, in 
Zion's School, built on the ruins and rockscarp 
of an old fortress attributed to King David, — 
buildings owned by the Mission, and where natives 
are still educated by the Church Missionary 
Society. Mr. Palmer, a German, was headmaster, 
and there were also native teachers for Arabic. 

The majority of the sixty or seventy boys were 
Arabs. As the school lay outside the present 
walls of Jerusalem, the pupils went to Christ's 
Church, inside the walls by Zion's Gate, on Sundays 
and feast days. The official language in the 
schoolroom was English, but Arabic was always 
used outside. Within the family circle German 
was spoken, though French was always held in 
honour. Thus did Philip, his brothers and sister 
become acquainted from their earliest years with 
four tongues. 

Henry Baldensperger never forgot the dream 
of his youth. In 18^ he sent Philip and an elder 
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brother to Uitas to survey the lands he owned in 
Philistia, in Moab and in the Jordan Valley. 
The two youths thus passed many of their early 
days on horseback, riding across the country north 
and south, east and west, exclusively among 
Bedawin and Fellahin, in the camp and in the 
village, and considered almost as natives. 

After the Franco-Prussian War, Philip Balden- 
sperger volunteered to the country of his ancestors, 
in view of r^;aining Alsace, and was in the cavalry 
(Chasseurs de France) from 1875 to 1880. But 
he was glad to return to Palestine again, where 
from 1880 to 1892 he principally devoted himself 
to pastoral apiculture, carrying the bees from 
Jaffa to Jerusalem, or from Hebron to the Gaza 
district. His father kept bees on 2ion and in 
the old castle above Solomon's Pools beyond 
Bethlehem, in the old clay hives of immemorial 
model. An English minister in search of bees^ 
meeting him by chance, gave him a copy of the 
BriUsh Bee Journal, the first bee-paper he had 
ever seen. But he was too busy in the orphanage 
to devote himself to apiculture. However, when, 
later, in 1880, Mr. D. A. Jones, of BeeviUe, Canada, 
and Mr. Frank Benton, of the United States, came 
to Jerusalem for the study and exportation of 
Oriental bees, Henry Baldensperger was once more 
appealed to as a " bee-keeper." Philip's four 
brothers did not much care for the idea of this 
branoh of agriculture until he came back from 
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France and wMit to Beynit to meet Mr. Benton, 
with whom he stayed many months and thoroughly 
learned apiculture at the apiaries he had estab- 
lished in Cyprus and Syria for breeding queens to 
send to England and the United States. It was 
then that Philip Baldensperger's four brothers 
abandoned their other agricultural work, let out 
the faimfy lands on hire, and devoted themselves 
exclusively to bee-keeping. The five brothers were 
associated in pastoral bee-keeping for several years, 
travelling up and down the coimtry, carrying the 
hives and portable wooden houses on the backs 
of camels from the plains to the hills in summer, 
and back to the sea-district in winter ; camping 
and fighting the mosquitoes and the fever — a 
consequence of roaming about in unhealthy marshy 
places — as well as the vile tax-gatherers and 
Turkish officials ; now standing to face these 
despicable functionaries or escaping with bees, 
camels and everything else to another Pachalik ; 
losing bees and camels in the wildest of adventures, 
often caused by a hive suddenly thrown to the 
ground by one of the camels, spreading death 
and destruction on roads and passes, leaving 
donkey or mule dead by the wayside or pushing 
camels and horses as well as terror-stricken Arab 
assistants into caves for shelter against the 
infuriated insects. Disgusted by the officials' 
odious vexations and injustice, two of the Balden- 
sperger brothers left the country, carrying part 
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of their hives and apparatus with them to Algeria. 
Another was drowned whilst bathing in the sea 
at Jaffa. Finally, Philip, exhausted by fever 
and doubtful of ever being able to change the 
mentality of the natives in the " immovable East," 
himself abandoned the task and, with his wife, 
an American whom he had married in 1883, and 
his children, came, in 1892, to Nice, leaving an 
only brother to continue bee-keeping in Palestine. 
The brothers who had gone to Algeria were soon 
glad to return home again, for Palestine is still 
" the land flowing with milk and honey." Two 
have died since Phihp Baldensperger's departure 
to France, and again an only one is left, carrying 
his bees about as in the early years and with much 
better success, as the Turki^ officials have become 
more accommodating. 

Naturally, Phihp Baldensperger*s first literary 
work concerned bees and bee-keeping. The 
British Bee Journal, Gkanitt^s, French and German 
periodicals have pubhshed a multitude of con- 
tributions from his pen. His first article on 
Palestine appeared in 1883 in a German-Hebrew 
book, entitled Jerusalem, edited by a blind Jew, 
A. Luncz. Since 18d3 he has been a r^ular 
contributor to the " Quarterly Statement " of 
the Palestine Exploration Fund, writing princi- 
pally on the unchangeable manners and customs 
of the people of the Holy Land. Many writers 
and travellers in the East have referred to these 
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scattered writings during the last twenty years, 
whilst Palestine Exploration Societies as well as 
authors have acknowledged the value of his 
observations. Among those who have cited him 
in their books are Mrs. A. Goodrich Freer, author 
of Inner Jerusalem, Mr. S. S. Curtiss, Professor 
of Old Testament Literature and Interpretation, 
of Chicago Theological Seminary, Professor R. A. 
Stewart Macalister, author of The ExcavaUon of 
Gexer, and Dr. F. J . Bliss, who, on behalf of the 
Palestine Exploration Fiuid, collaborated with Mr. 
Macalister in exploration work in the Holy Land. 
Even in the Hebrew schools at Jerusalem some 
of Philip Baldensp^ger's ethnological notes serve 
as a text-book under the title The Land of Israel : 
Present and Past (" Arz Yeshrael ha-yom wa 
lafiieem "), — a volume of extracts from con- 
tributions to the " Quarterly Statement " between 
1904 and 1906. 

The object of the work undertaken by Mr. 
Baldensperger and mysdf — and I would say at 
the outset that The Immovable East is in no way 
a rechauffi of previously published papers — is to 
give the general public the benefit of his intimate 
knowledge of Palestine, studied with the Bible 
in hand and under auspices rarely to be enjoyed 
by Europeans, since the facts here recorded can 
only be gathered in the company of natives, and 
out of the beaten track of tourists, who only hear 
and see in hotels, on railways, or with caravans 
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through the ears and eyes of their Dragomans, 
and who thus only hglf lift the veil which 
hangs between the Occidental visitor and the 
authentic land of the Bible — a land which is not 
even known to the modem Jews themselves. 
Our aim is also to show how intimately the three 
Mediterranean religions have taken root in the 
same country, on the same traditions and in the 
same language, basing their unity on the remote 
past, still lingering in one common belief, in the 
Jew, Christian or Mohammedan, not only as 
regards the shrines of Abraham and the patriarchs, 
Rachel, the prophets Samuel, Elijah, Isaiah, 
2echariah, and so forth, — equally venerated by 
the three, — but in addition in a more immovable 
form in the occult world, or ghost-land, which 
differs from that of the past not even in smallest 
details. Just as Saul himself, when officially 
persecuting wizards and witches, went secretly 
to enquire of the witch at Endor, who brought 
up the "gods ascending out of the earth" (I. 
Samuel xxviii. 13-14) and Samuel in a mantle, 
so will the modem Canaanites (now Moslems) 
search out those with familiar spirits, who in turn 
see Genii (or gods) arise out of the earth with green 
mantles and white beards. If a Canaanite who 
died centuries before Joshua's invasion of the 
land could arise again after a repose of 4,000 years 
and not know that Baal has been changed, his 
altars given over to Jehovah's servants, who in 
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thdr turn handed them on to Greeks and Romans, 
the followers of Christ, and finally to the Moslems, 
— ^if that Canaanite wished to visit his sanctuaries 
he would find the venerated spot on £bal still a 
place of devotion to the Samaritan Jews (now 
only about 150 persons in all), he would see Greek 
and Roman Catholic Christians go out in pro- 
cession to Baal's altar on Mount Carmel. More- 
over, he would perceive that every movement of 
the worshippers is the same : bowing, dancing, 
knife-cutting, sacrifices to the Saint. The only 
difference he would observe would be in the name. 
Elijah has taken the place of Baal. Rushing to 
the sacred platform of the Baal-Shamim in 
Jerusalem^ again he would see numerous pilgrims 
in gaudy dresses sacrificing to Allah and his 
prophet Mohammed. He would avoid big centres 
to see his " green heights " far away from modem 
Moslem and Christian civilisation and look for 
the statue in the temple of Ashteroth in the lovely 
grove on the hill beyond the plain of Rephalm. 
Quietly he would enter and gladly see that nothing 
is chajiged. The small oil lamp in honour of 
his beloved goddess is still burning in the niche, 
but it is the Bedariyeh, the Moslem Aurora, who 
has taken the well-known place. Flying through 
the air, he would go north to Safed and find Jews 
dancing wildly around their sanctuaries, throwing 
shawls and dothing into the fire, drinking and 
howling, certainly in honour of Baal. How strange 
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that Canaanite's experience would be, and yet 
how very fanuliar everything would be to him I 
The towns bear the same names, the ancient 
sacred spots are still venerated, the holy waters 
are still visited, even if the saint has slightly 
changed his name. No, after all, our Canaanite 
could not, I think, but feel quite at home. The 
houses are built in the same way as when he trod 
the earth, the furniture is the same, the people, in 
spite of an outward change of religion, think just 
as his ancestors thought when Canaan was a land 
of many kings. If he were to go to Salem to see 
if some hospitable Melchisedek, Priest of the Most 
High, would ofier the Stranger bread and drink 
as was the habit in his days (Genesis xiv. 18), 
he would find that an astonished Abd-el-'Hei-ben 
Sadek, a Moslem Imam, would ofier him hospitality 
in the old, old way on the roof of the mosque. If he 
were to remember the small salt lake in the south 
which by its imderground volcanoes on the Plain 
of Siddim encroached on the surrounduig towns, 
destroying parts here and there, forming bitumen 
pits into which strangers slipped easily (Genesis 
xiv. 10), he would wonder, on folding the immense 
sea some forty miles in length and nine in 
breadth, what has happ^ied. But shades of the 
Sodomites of the catastrophe period would join 
him and tell him that in the " immovable East " 
even this Dead Sea continues as in his days to 
destroy first the four towns and later on Zoar, 
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and that it is still killing and destroying animal 
life, forests and inhabitants, so that for miles and 
miles every town and village has disappeared. 
Then would the ghostly Stranger acknowledge 
that this land is really his own Canaan, and would 
retire contented to await the time when, centuries 
hence, he will make another tour of inspection. 

Finally, our object has been to show that if a 
few names of places have been changed and 
confused, as Salem and Morah in Samaria, which 
were transported to Jerusalem, and Moriah in 
Judea for poUtical reasons, yet thousands of 
villages have retained their names in Bethel, 
Bethlehem, Beersheba, Hebron, Gaza, Jaffa and 
Akka. Moreover, ancient manners and customs, 
parts of clothing, articles of common use and 
household furniture are still to be seen in spite 
of terrible and lengthy invasions from Egypt 
and Assjrria, Greece and Rome, and in spite of 
the struggle between the Crescent and the Cross. 
The old Canaanite and his habits have outhved 
every nation and rehgion with their vices and 
their virtues. His was th'e most tenacious of all 
races. His descendents still reward in the old 
way, giving animals as a recompense, like Pharaoh 
and Abimeledi (Genesis xx. 14), or changes of 
garment, as Naaman, the Sjrian, did to Gehazi 
(II. Kings xxxiii. 4) ; bi^rjring the dead near 
sanctuaries, like the patriarchs in Macpelah out 
of the sight of the camp (Genesis xxiii. 4) ; 

t— <n3i> 
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paying for brides or serving a term of seven years 
as shepherds (Genesis xxix. 20) ; writing verses 
on their standards according to the ancestor's 
signs and colours, hke the tribes in the desert 
(Numbers ii. 2) ; or leading the sacrifice to a 
sanctuary for a vow, just like Samuel did in 
Bethlehem (I. Samuel xvi. 5). Travellers in 
Palestine can still find the prisons near Governors' 
palaces in every important town and see prisoners 
unshaven and unkempt, like Joseph or Jeremiah, 
pass through Gibeah ; they can still visit places 
where there are unfriendly faces, — where no man, 
just as in the old days (Judges xix. 15), will 
receive the native-foreigner even for a lodging ; 
they can still, on the other hand, on going further 
south, encounter people who are as hospitable as 
in the days of the Judges. 

The ordinary visitor to the Holy Land is shown 
the so-called traditional " Holy Places," which 
very often have been invented for the necessities 
of communities established there, but he never 
or rarely steps aside to meet men living in tents 
as Abraham and Sarah lived, or to go to marriages 
where he would see a ceremonial dating from the 
days of Jacob. It is hoped that the following 
pages will induce him to venture from the beaten 
track and discover that the Bible was really 
written in this " immovable East," and that, 
with a competent guide, he can hear for himself 
the stories of bygone da3rs. If we succeed in 
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doing that, and at the same time have written a 
useful commentary on the Bible and its days, 
we shall feel that cm' labour has not been in 
vain. 

Frederic Lees. 

Caches, A.H., December 8ih. 1912. 
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THE IMMOVABLE EAST 



THE GREY TRIO 
I 
Palestine is the land of greyness. Not only are 
you struck by the grey and eternal olive-trees, 
which spring up again from the roots when cut 
down and form new trees ; by the grey rocks ; the 
partridges and pigeons which climb and fly about 
the boulders in search of food, or fall a prey to 
numerous grey or dark rapacioxis birds, but most 
of all are you impressed by the grey-clad archaic 
Fellahhi, the grey ruins on every ancient site 
and the grey quick-moving HaradJbi : those three 
livi:^ witnesses of the remote days when biblical 
events were first set down in words. * At almost 

> Let me say, in ezpUnation of a few Arabic words which are 
nsed tbron^oat the following pages, that Fellah (Cultivator) 
is masculine singular, Fellaha famiiiine nngular, Felldhin mascu- 
line plnnt] and Fellahiit feminine plnrai. IQiirby signifies a 
min and Kharalb rains. They must not be confounded with 
Kirby and Kirmb, the singular and plural for leather water-bottle. 
Hardftn and Haradln are the singular and plural forms for the 
Stellio-i^amide lizard, SleUio cordyhna ; whilst the singular and 
idmal for shirt are ThAb and Tbiab. In view of the fact that the 
ncnnadic tribes are known to English readers as Bedouins, or 
Bedawln, I have retained the latter spelling, although the late 
CUnde Reignier Condcr, the author cu TnU Work in FaUsHne 
and other invaluable worlis on the East, t^eed with me that the 
correct form was Bedu. The feminine singular of this word is 
Bedawiyi, the feminine plural Bedawiyat. 
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every step, when you go to the denuded grey hills 
of the Holy Land, do you meet this grey and well- 
nigh inseparable trio. Within the shelter of a 
ruin, perdied on a hillock or mountain top and 
telling the eternal tale of grandeur and decadence, 
the Fellah makes his home and installs his herds. 
Man and beast Uve in close community. A single 
room serves as kitchen, reception-room and bed- 
chamber, — a room provided very often with but 
one door and only occasionally a window, and the 
floor of which consists of two levels : the upper 
one for the owner, stretched, at night, on a straw 
mat or a carpet, the lower one for the animals. 
Sometimes, during the long winter nights, the 
latter are sheltered in a neighbouring cave, but 
more often the shepherd and his flocks are together 
in the same chimneyless, smoky habitation. An 
enclosure, protected by thorny hedges, surrounds 
them, and there, in the midst of refuse and manure 
and vermin, they Uve in peace and contentment, 
ade by side with their faithful companion the 
Hard^. You can see him on any sunny day, if 
you are careful to watch long enough and quietly, 
on the look-out for flies and insects near the dung- 
hill ; or else, lying at the top of a conspicuous stone 
or rock, shaking the fore part of his body and lifting 
his triangular head as though in a trembling flt 
of prayer, until, warned by a sound of your pre- 
sence, he darts away and hides in his hole in the 
crumbling ruins. 
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Nothing is so worthy of study, on the part of 
those who seek an illustration of the Bible nar- 
rative, as this grey trio. For is it not evident that 
the Book was written by immediate ancestors of 
the Fellahin ? Are not the Fellahin themselves 
and their ruins the best proof of this ? Do not 
even the exaggerations and mystico-religious tales 
of the Bible point to the same conclusion ? — But 
how comes it, then, that Jeremiah, Anlos, Micah 
and other lesser prophets, who give us the most 
minute and accurate descriptions of nearly every- 
thii^ else, never mention the Fellahin ? The 
omission is, I think, easily explainable. 

It is said that when the Israelites under Joshua 
invaded Palestine they found seven principal 
nations occupying the southern and central moun- 
tains, — nations which, in order to show the great- 
ness of the conquest, were enimierated as Amorites, 
Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, Canaanites, Rephaims 
and Jebusites. But in my opinion these so-called 
nations were but groups of a single race, generally 
designated as Amorites, — tribes exercising difEet- 
ent employments in one social agglomeration, with 
commanders or kings at every important town. 
The Amorites, or Speakers, were the leading fami- 
lies, who discussed the convenience of dedaring 
war or of resisting the onslaughts of an enemy. 
The Hittites were the soldiers, ready to fight the 
nation's battles at a moment's wamii^. The 
Perizzites, or Villagers, were the peaceful coimtry 
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folk, willing to take up anns, if necessary, but 
usually merely asking to be allowed to work and 
live tranquilly under their vines and fig-trees. The 
Hivites, or Encerclers, belonged to the Dervish 
class, were skilled in the art of magic and, like the 
modem Hawi, were serpent-charmers. The 
Canaanites — an important factor in the national 
life — were merchants, carrying goods and news 
from place to place. The Rephaims, or Giants, 
were the healers ; they were also called Jabburim, 
and, like the modem Jabbar, excelled in the art 
of curing broken limbs. Finally, the Jebusites 
were, as their name implies, the Drylanders, — 
a group worthy of mention not because they were 
more of a nation than the inhabitants of other 
towns but because they resisted the invaders for 
at least four centuries after all Judah had come 
under Hebrew domination. 

As soon as the Hebrews had settled down or 
been absorbed by the older inhabitants, the people 
of Palestine mostly lived in a Perez, or village, 
and became an agricultural nation. But the 
name under which they were known — Perizzites — 
was a term of scorn, used to designate idolaters 
and enemies of the new regime. * It was not mitil 

' History famishes ns with many similar examples of the ori- 
ginal name of agriculturist being used to indicate people of past 
religions and as synonymous with anti-progresaist. In Eng^ieuul 
the refractory ii^bitants of the heau were denominated as 
heathen ; in Germany, they became Heide ; in France the dweller 
in the conntry (fi»ys) became a paysan, or, as he was called in old 
French, a ^atmt, — a pagan. 
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later, when they had adopted the name of Hebrews 
or Israelites as a wh<de, that their name was 
changed into that of FellahJn. Their story formed 
a parallel to that of the villagers of Arabia. These 
inhabitants of the Kefr, on Mohammed proclaiming 
Islam from the towns of Mecca and Medina, were 
at first refractory to the new faith, with the restdt 
that every infidel was styled an agriculturist or 
' Kafir. But on the whole nation adopting the 
Prophet's teachings the term of opprobrium was 
changed to that of cultivator, — they became 
Fellahin, a word based on the verb /J/A, to 
cultivate. 

There was no place in the new I^aelitic nation 
for the ambitious Amorite or the warlike Hittite, 
and the only wish of the Perizzite was to live in 
peace in the home c^f his forefathers, carr3dng on 
traditions, cementing his attachment to tiie soil, 
sacrificing in the Makam, or High-place, or Wely, 
going to every green tree, — ^in short, continuing 
the old forms of wor^p, praying to the presiding 
genius, with a slight change, sometimes, in the 
name, but caring little whether it was before a 
statue of some Baal or an invisible one called 
Sidna *AH or Sheikh *AIem. Invasions swept 
over towns, the Amorites and the Jebusites 
disappeared, but the poor and continually robbed 
Perizzite climg fast to his crumbling ruins. Like 
the grey lichens on the old stones, he remained 
attadied to the cradle of his ancestors, disdained 
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by the proud horseman, who, following the easier 
roads of the valleys, rarely visited the almost 
inaccessible and barren heights. Submitting out- 
wardly to passing lords and masters, whose very 
tongue was iinknown to him, the Perizzite remained 
faithful about the hearth and in the smoke-filled 
low rooms of his ruined home to the ways of his 
forefathers. We find the former niche of the idol 
represented by the Makam, and the modem 
Fellah " hears the voice " as distinctly as 
Moses or Joshua did, and " puts o£E his shoes 
from o£E his feet, for the place whereon he 
stands is holy ground."* Never will he ventmre 
into the sanctuary with shoes which have gathered 
dust and impurities all along his way. Thus 
were traditional sites and ceremonies handed down, 
and thus are we able to study the immovable 
characteristics of the Fellahln of Palestine, — char- 
acteristics whidi may perhaps (who can say ?) 
be about to succumb now, as the overflowing 
populations of the Occident strive to fill the 
uninhabited comers of the earth and overthrow 
traditions which have resisted foreign influence 
for thousands of years. 

II 
Legend relates that, when Islam was founded, a 
man had four sons and gave to each of them 
according to his desire. The eldest was Abu 

* Exodus iii. 5. 
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Ehmad, the Fellah, who asked for a cow and a 
plough, and became the father of the Fellahln. 
Abu Razek, the next, asked for a shop and became 
the father of town and city traders. Abu Othman, 
the third, received a horse and was the father of 
the intrepid Ottoman horsemen. Abu Swelem, 
the last, rode oft on a camel and became the 
chief of the camel-posses^ng Bedav^. ^ Evidently 
Abu Ehmad is the most ancient inhabitant of 
Palestine and has held to traditions much more 
than his brothers the horsemen and traders. A 
true son of the soil, he is distrustful of outsiders 
and, like the Harddn, retires behind his crumbling 
ruins at the approach of a horseman. The 
Jindy, or Gendanne, is never the bringer of good 
news. He looks for culprits, announces that 
taxes are to be gathered, counts the heads of cattle 
and sheep, or inquires about the young men who 
are fit for military service. Abu Ehmad, though 
not a bit revolutionary, is a hater of innovations ; 
his only wish is to be left under his vine and 
fig-tree undisturbed, as in the days when there 
was no king in Israel. He cares nothing about 
immense financial speculations, the preparation 
of formidable arsenals of war, the sinking of mines, 
the construction of factories and the building of 
houses possessing hygienic conditions. He seeks 
neither to accumu^te incommensurable wealth 

' QuarUrly StatttiutU of the Palestine Exploration Fund, 
Jumaiy. 1903. 
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nor to obtain even a modicum of comfort. He is 
ignorant of modem astronomy and geology, 
Wstory and geography, zoology and microbiology, 
in an Occidental sense. But he is sober to the 
extreme. Never does he use wine or strong drink, 
as he was commanded by Jonadab the son of 
Rechab.* He would be unable to understand 
if you told him that millions are annually depended 
in the Occident at cafis^ public-houses and saloons. 
A single tiny cup of coffee is almost luxury to him ; 
his everyday meal consists of a simple plate of 
rice, with fresh meat and a few vegetaMes only on 
rare and quite extraordinary occasions. 

The steep, rough and rocky roads have been the 
Fellah's best auxiliary for keeping away foreigners 
and holding ideas in check for centuries. Watch him 
as he drives his can^s up and down these terrible 
roads and you will no longer wonder that progress 
has been so slow. He is continually reminding 
his beasts of burden not to stumble. " Ikhly I — 
IXH)k out, mind the stones t " " Allah I — 
May God protect thee I " " Mahlak I — Slow 
up I " " Ya Hafed 1 — Oh Guardian I " and 
similar exclamations are repeated every few yards. 
But the roads — never mended, the result of 
centuries of footsteps and of infinite patience^ for 
does not the Felkh say " El Ajj^y min esh- 
ShitSn ? — Allah is with the patient and hurry 
is from Satan " — are quite as good as he desires. 

■ Jeremiah xxxv. 6. 
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They are full of convenioit holes, made by genera- 
tion after generation of animals, and which prevent 
them from slipping. The camels, with tbeir soft 
feet and ever mobile head and e3res, are ever on the 
look out for the best place ,to step into, whilst 
donkejrs and cattle know exactly every excavation 
or protuberance as they slowly march along. 
Besides, these rough wa3rs serve another purpose. 
No one can approach the villages unawares. For 
centuries past the villagers have heard the strug- 
glii^ efiorts of horsem^i as they drew nearer, 
have seen, in the darkness of the night, the sparks 
fly from the rocks when struck by their horses' 
shoes. 

Who can doubt that the ancient Perizzite climbed 
these hills with the same resignation as the modem 
Fellah, and in the identical costume we see to-day ? 
Who can doubt, ztter a sufficientiy long residence 
in the midst of the Fellah^t, that the Poizzite 
women thus went down, with gay laughter, to the 
spring at the foot of the hill, carrying, besides the 
well-balanced jar on the head, or the Kirby on the 
back, the family clothes, to be beaten on the smooth 
stones of the stream and rid of their accumulation 
of sweat, fleas and smoke ? Did not the ances- 
tresses of this Fellaha girl thus hft their skirts 
to the knees and ask permission of the Water- 
genius to step in ? Watch her. As she arrives 
at the edge of the brook she at once drops her 
bundle of clothes and the Kirby and proceeds to 
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her toilet. After knotting her long sleeves together 
and throwing them b^iind her back, leaving 
her brown and well-pToportioned arms bare to 
above the elbows, she nibs hw small feet and 
rounded calves vigorously ; then, with her joined 
hollowed hands she throve the fre^ water — her 
silver and glass bracelets tinkling musically — 
into her weather-browned face. She dries herself 
with her long veil, and wh^i this is done b^ins, 
with rh3rthmic blows, the work of the day. By the 
time the clothes are washed and rinsed the dry 
Kirby is soaked through and through. Dexter- 
ously, with one hand, the neck is opened, and 
rapidly, with the right hollowed hand, water is 
thrown into the leather bottle. When full, a 
rope is attached to the top and the bottom, and 
upon her back — ^hke a soldier's knapsack — ^it is 
carded home to quench the thirst of the 
household. 

Ill 

As a rule, the FeUabte are dark brown, black- 
haired and have long, broad beards, differing in 
this respect from the Bedawln, whose beards are 
scanty and adorn the chin only. Certainly, in a 
country so often invaded by outsiders, there is a 
tin^ of foreign blood. Here and there, and 
especially near big centres, you may be stirprised 
to meet fair or even red-haired individuals. But 
the principal type is the brown one, with a thick, 
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hooked nose, a round head, thick lips, and of 
medium height, about Im. 65 cent. The men have 
strong bones, broad shoulders, large hands, and 
are, as a rule, well in muscle, — neither too fat, 
nor too thin. The womoi are slightly smaller, 
with el^ant bodies, strong hips, good-sized breasts, 
almost small feet and hands, dark eyes and long, 
thick black hair. Fellahin and Fellahat usually 
wear a plain long shirt with wide sleeves which 
reaches, when not held up by the girdle, to the feet. 
The man's Thfib is usually white, the woman's 
blue, but they soon undergo a change. Water 
being always scarce about the village, white 
becomes grey, whilst the gaudy blue of the Thiab 
is toned down by the sun and by wear and tear 
among thorns and briars. Tlie women's pic- 
turesque long veil, which serves so many purposes, 
such as the carrying home of provisions, likewise 
quickly loses its pristine freshness and takes on the 
dominant colour of this grey land. When out 
walking or at his work, the Fellah pulls up his 
Thdb so that it barely reaches his knees. But 
the higher he approaches in rank to those two 
important officials the Sheikh of the village and 
the Khateeb, or Priest, the lower he wears his 
shirt. In the case of the women, decency obliges 
them, whenever men approach or are likely to be 
near, as at home, to lower their Thiab to the feet. 
The Fellahat have a silken or woollen girdle, and 
this, with their vdl, completes their full dress. 
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Shoes and mantles, jackets and fur-coats are 
luxuiies, worn only on rare occasions. 

The Fallah, with his leather igirdle, hairy breast 
and anns, is the exact portrait of Elijah the Tisb- 
bite, who was " a hairy man and girt with a girdle 
of leather about his loins." * This girdle is the 
most important item of his dress. Though his 
bodily wants may be few, he requires a large 
number of articles ever to hand, hence the girdle 
serves the purpose of an indispensable store-room. 
Upon it are suspended chains, hooks, pouches and 
horns, to hold knives, daggers, dubs, powder and 
shot, flint and steel, tinder, packneedles and 
thread, pipes, tobacco and cigarette papers, razors 
and combs, handkerchiefs and documents. A man 
without his girdle was always considered in the 
East to be in a position of inferiority ; very 
much as an Occidental would be in his night-gown. 
The command "gird up thy loins"' meant — 
be ready for an emergency, and the Israelites were 
ordered " to eat with thdr loins girded, shoes on 
feet and stafi in hand." * Without his girdle, a 
man was unprepared either for war or for journey- 
ing. Of late the broad girdle of the Fellahin 
has been diminished, but it is still to be seen in 
many out-of-the-way places.* 

> I. Kings i. 8. ■ II. IQngB iv. 29. ■ ^rodns xii. 11. t 

* The history of ttie girdle in the East contains some very 

curious facta. One of them ia worth mentioning. To distinguiw 

the Hohammedans from Quistians and Jews, the crnel and 

despotic Caliph Motawakkil of the 'AbbasuU proclaimed a law 
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Surrounding the Fellah's head and wound round 
his red TarbOsh is a large grey and yellow turban. 
The women have a long, flowing picturesque head- 
dress called a Khirkah, which falls over the shoulders 
and to the waist, like a shawl, and is often trimmed 
with plain or coloured tassels. Shoes are worn 
by the Fellahat only when on a joxmiey, never in 
the village, and even when abroad they are care- 
fully kept in the bosom-pouch to prevent them 
being soiled and disfigured. This pouch is also 
used as a receptacle for food when they are out 
at their work, and for other necessary things. 
Whilst visitii^ or on their Mra,y to towns, the women 
keep their Thiab decently tied round the body 
They carry their packages either on their heads 
or wrapped in the long sleeves of their gowns, the 

in 235 A.H. (349 a.o.) that aoD-believers sbonld wear a tffoad 
leather girdle, Zennar, aod nevei be allowed to loosen it. They 
were further to be distinguiBbed irom the faithful by their black 
tarbans and shoes. This Girdle Law led, in later years, to a 
strange error. The old French appellation for the Christiana of 
the Holy Land — " Lea Chrfetiens de la Saincture " — ^was trans- 
lated by modem writers " Christians of the Girdle," sainclure 
being confounded with ceinlure. When Baron d'Anglnre visited 
Palestine in 1395 (see Sainet voyage de Jhttittalem, p. 99) he 
wrote io reference to the Holy Sepulchre : " An dehors d'icelle 
saincte ^^ise, devant le portail, antour de la dicte place a quatre 
chappelles, la premiire est de Nostre-Dame, I'autre de Saint 
Jehan d'Euvangeliste, la tierce de Marie Magdelaine et la qnatie 
de St Michel et sont goiivemfies icelles chappelles par Grecz 
(Greeks) et par Hermins (Armenians) et par ChriUens de la 
Saincimre (Latins) et si y a Chretiens de la terre preste Jehan 
(Abyssinia)." During the " great blank " — that is, between the 
fonrtoenth and seventeenth centuries — ^Palestine was almost for- 
gotten and tlie French language having changed, Saincture 
became Tirre Sainte. 
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points being knotted or held in the hand and the 
packet below the arm and the elbow. 

The Schmaar is an item of the Fellah's dress 
which calls for explanation. It is a cord, sometimes 
ornamented with tassels but more oft«i quite 
simple, and, worn cross-ways behind the shoul- 
ders, is used for keeping the men's sleeves tucked 
out of their way, for these, though wide, cannot 
be knotted together and thrown behind their 
backs. * 

A brown and greyish striped sleeveless mantle, 
the " Abba," completes the full dress of the men 
when in society. It is impermeable to rain, — 
" his only covering wherein he shall sleep," as we 
read in Exodus," where, in Hebrew, it is called 
Shalmat, evidently the black Bedawin Shalat. 
This cloak is the Fellah's most indispensable 
article of dress at night, for when away from home 
he knows "not where he may be able to find a lodg- 
ing and may very likely be obliged to sleep upon 

> The Schmaar, which was always part of Uie Fellabtn's coo- 
tame, is mentioned as early as the days of the sons of Jacob. 
When Jndah met a Kaddtshah, or consecrated woman, and had 
no ready money with which to pay for her services, ^e aaked, 
as an arboim, or pledge, for his faieel (the woven schmaar), called 
in the Authorised Version " bracelets " but correctly rendered 
" cord " in the Revised Version ; his staff and his signet (see 
Genesis xxxviii. 18) — three objects of essential value to' the 
owner. The Schmaar was a keepsake woven by an admirer ; 
tiie signet was necessary for the sealing of documents, as the 
owner was too illiterate to sign Us name ; and the staff, an old 
friend and supporter, was perhaps used as a talisman against 
serpents,^4 HehjanA, the hooked almond stick. 

» KdL 27. 
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the groiind, like Jacob, " with a stone for pillow." ^ 
The women have short red mantles, called Blsht, 
but generally known as " Abba " j they barely 
reach to the knees and are rarely used except by 
the Fellahat around Jerusalem, Siloam, the Mount 
of OUves and Bethany, who daily come to market 
to sell their agricultural produce. Out of these 
places not one woman in ten possesses them. 

Though naturally polite and proverbially hos- 
pitable, the Fellaidn do not extend these good 
qualities beyond people of their own creed or tribe. 
As a rule, non-Moslems and non-Arabs are held 
at arm's length. Christian FeUahln, possessing 
the same customs and laws of hospitality, enjoy 
the same in a Moslem village but foreigners — so 
often arrc^ant — ^have nothing to look for among 
the hmnble and simple country-folk. The women, 
exactly resembUng Rachel and Rebecca, will 
offer a drink to wayfarers of the Arabic tongue 
but will keep at a distance from and look with dis- 
trust on the (to them) indecent clothing and hats of 
Occidentals, who pass by in disdainful attitudes^ 
speaking a foreign language and displaying none 
of the beloved home-notes and manners. These 
strangers— ^people who claim that the land has 
changed, that the sweet singer of Israel no longer 
fills the air with his music, forget that nothing has 
altered, that they alone are fordgners who under- 
stand no word of Oriental sentimentalism, and who 

> Genesis xxviii. 11. 
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come to teach the people their own history in 
distorted lessons. Provided you are one in belief 
or in language with a Fellah, I know of no one who 
could be more hospitable. Though his house be 
in ruins, he receives his guests with as much vanity 
and satisfaction as a Croesus living in a marble 
palace would, and treats them as generously as 
if he were the richest man in the place, even though 
he may have to go to his neighbour to borrow rice, 
a lamb or a goat, butter and cofFee. 

IV 

But let us now turn to the second of our grey 
trio : the ruins of Palestine. * The entire country 

^ With these mina of " fenced cities," lying in " ruinous heaps " 
(II . Kings xix. 25) may be grouped the heaps of stones which the 
traveller is ever enconntering. These mark places where men 
have been killed, and are placed there with the idea of preventing 
the ghosts of the departed from appearing and frightening the 
passers-l^ : a relic of the stoning of the condemned referred to 
in the words " the people of the land shall stone him with stones " 
(Leviticus xx. 2). Do we not read, too, that when the King of 
Ai was dead he was taken down before evening, his carcass was 
thrown at tlie entrance to the city, and a great heap of stones was 
raised over it, " that remaineth unto this day " ? (Joshua viii. 
29). At the last execution I saw in Palestine, near the JaSa Gate, 
in 1 869, many of the spectators threw stones at the beheaded body, 
^rtiidi was later earned away to be buried by night. The pU- 
grims of Arafat, near Mecca, stone Satan for his disobedience 
and he is often termed Esb-Shit&n er-Rajeem. But heaps of 
stones accumulated under these and similar circumstances must 
not be confused with the witness stones which are heaped up in 
honour of a saint. These are set up stone by stone by pious 
believers when, at a distance, they first perceive a shrine. "Stone, 
I witness with yon to-day, and witness with me on Judgment 
day," says the travellei, as he places his stone in position. There 
are heaps of these witness stones in Bethel and be^reen Labac ood 
Jacob. 
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is scattered with them ; — there are certainly five 
or six desolated sites for every one that is inhabited. 
A curse is thought to adhere to old ruins, and the 
Biblical " cursed is the man before Jehovah that 
riseth up and buildeth this dty Jericho," > if not 
r^arded as law, has been carried into effect. All 
through the pages of the Bible do we find references 
to this characteristic feature of the Holy Land. 
Prophets threatened that ruins should be mul- 
tiplied,' or promised, if the people turned away 
from their abominations, that they should be 
raised up. ' The Cities of the Plain, Sodom and 
GomornLh, Adama and Zeboim, disappeared in 
the weU-known catastrophe. Zoar alone remained, 
but later that town also was swqpt away. Masada, 
the last fortress of the Jewish nations, is now in 
ruins. Likewise, on Engiddy, the older Hazazon- ' 
Tamar, being abandoned, the inhabitants with- 
drew to build Beth-Tamar, Beth-Sahur and Ebn- 
Obeid, which in their turn were deserted by the 
people, who are still wandering about, wearing, 
though they are half Bedawln, the FallaMn turban 
and cloak. * Tekoa has also become a great heap 
of rains and the desert's- sole inhabitants are now 
many species of lizards, ° including the Waran 
^Psammosaurus sdncus), the Thab or Mastiguer 

1 Joahna vi. 28. * Esekiel xxi. 15: * Amos ix. 11. 

* Thei« are three tribes of tiiese sgrictiltnra] nomads : the 
Ta'anny, tiie Sawaliiy and the ObeidiyA. 

* Canon 'nistram, the anthw of The Fat»a md Flora of 
PaUtHiu. captured at least ten species. 
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(Uromastix spinipes), and o\a old friend theHarddn 
whose life history we have yet to consider. 

V 
The Stellio cordylina lizard lives, as I have said, 
about the home of the Fellahin and seeks security 
in any convenient hole which may present itself 
in the rough-built, unplastered walls. But he 
avoids the front part of the house and nevo* 
on any account ventures inside, Uke his cousin the 
Gecko (Ptyodactylus hasselquistt). Abu Braise — 
the familiar appellation under which the latter is 
known to the Fellahin — rids the dwelling of gnats, 
flies and mosquitoes. He is b^eved, as this name 
indicates, to engender leprosy, — a b^ef the origin 
of which is almost as old as his very existence, 
since it arises from his colour and protuberances, 
which, in fact, resemble the effects of that disease. * 
Nor is this the only injusrice which is done Master 
Gecko ; the beautiful, useful Uttle fellow is also 
accused of having indicated to Mohammed's 
persecutors the prophet's hiding-place at the 
Hejra (Anglic^ Hegira), by calling out : " Shick I 

■ The ancient lawgivers, who were probably respoouble for 
this belief, fell into error in almost all their obs^vations concern- 
ing the minor animals and the causes of disease. For instance, 
they confosed the appearance of saltpetre on the damp walls 
of houses with leprosy. See Leviticus xiv. 37 : " And he 
shall look on the plague, and, behold, if the plague be in the walls 
of the house with hollow strakes, greenish or reddish, which in 
sight are lower than the wall ; then ..." This superstitioD 
and the belief concerning the Gecko are as fina as ever in the 
country districts of Palestine. 
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wan-Nabi fish shick ! " (" Geek 1 the Prophet 
is in the deft ! ") Similarly, two acts of 
treachery are laid at the door of the Harddn. 
He is said to have nodded his head above 
the same cleft, to indicate that it was true 
the prophet was there, because the entrance to 
the opening in the rock was obstructed by a 
Rider's web and two turtle-dove's ^gs. But the 
persecutors, not beUeving either traitor, passed on. 
The Harddn is likewise accused of having carried 
wood to Jebel 'Arafat when the accursed mule 
was already loaded to go and bum the Angel 
Gabriel.^ In consequence of these superstitious 
tales, whoever kills a Harddn or a Gecko with his 
right hand is said to receive a reward in heaven, 
and the more Geckos or Haradln he puts to death 
the more numerous will be his recompenses. For- 
tunately the Fellahtn are too busy or too fatahstic 
to attempt to destroy a single one, and thus 
large quantities of flies, beetles, wasps, field-bugs 
and ants, which would become a veritable plague 

* Hany other legends are related concemii^ the HardAn, 
irtiich is regarded by the natives of Palestine as a thinkiiig being. 
A Fellah once told me the following stoiy. One day, a serpent, 
accnstomed, like her congeners, to feed on Haradtn, rushed upon a 
Harddn. But the sly fellow, (^nicker than she was, promptly 
seized upon a piece of wood, which he presented crosswise in hu 
month to the snake. Whichever way she turned, the Harddn 
turned his head with the stick, thus preventing her from getting 
hold. At last the serpent, completely baffled, abandoned him. — 
Serpents are exceedingly fond of Haradln. I have myself cat 
open a Zamettis viridiflMius and rescued one of them — a miniature 
Joaah — after it had spent perhaps three hoars io the reptile's 
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to agriculture if left unchecked, are removed from 
the land. Nevertheless, the Hard6n, as though 
conscious of the alleged crime of one of his ances- 
tors, runs fast on the approach of man and hides 
either in the cracked bole of an olive-tree or in his 
impregnable hole in a wall. His name means 
Withdrawer or Sly Fellow, and having got a bad 
r^utation he feels that he has no time to wait 
and hear who is right or wrong ; — concluding that 
the judge will surely be on man's side, he promptly 
slips out of the way. 

The male Harddn is sUghtly darker than the 
female and g^ierally stronger ; his thick tail is 
more spiny and his triangular head much larger. 
He wags his head periodically, but only when he 
feels in safety and is basking in the bright simshine 
on the top of a stone. Sometimes he draws him- 
self up like a sentinel and, seeming to say, "Here I 
am I Come along. Look out I Man is coming I " 
appears to be attracting the female's attention. 
For Haradin always live in pairs. And when the 
male thus walks high on his four legs the female 
can pass below him. 

In June the female digs a hole about six inches 
deep in the dry, loose earth and lays from eight to 
ten yellowish eggs, about two centimetres long 
and with a semi-rigid membrane. Each is 
deposited separately and covered with warm 
earth, after which they are left to hatch in the sun. 
The yoimg Haradin (about four centimetres in 
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length when horn) crawl out some two months 
later and immediately begin to fight life's battles 
for themselves by picking up ants and minor 
insects.' In view of their three to four months 
hibernation in the holes of ruins or olive trees, 
they store up, imder their thick skin, a layer of 
fat. At one year of age they are about ten cen- 
timetres longi by the second yeai they may be 
nearly twenty^ and at the end of the third year 
th^ attain their full growth, or nearly so, — a 
length of thirty centimetres. By this time the 
Harddn has chosen a home of his own and, taken 
up with matrimonial duties, rarely, as far as Z 
have been able to observe, abandons it. 

Near Solomon's Pools is a mountain where 
Haradtn thrive so well that it has come to be known 
as Abu-1-Haradin. That these reptiles have been 
a feature of Palestine since times immemorial 
is undoubted. But how is it, then, that they 
escaped the notice of the Fellahtn prophets, 
e^Kcially Bficah, who Uved in a Harddn district ? 
The fault is probably not with Micah but with 
his translators. The prophet, referring to the 
fleeing of the enemy, says, according to the 

* Tbey are ftlso particularly fond (rf bees, aod ica that reason 
alwajra abonnd near apiaries. They can sometimes be surprised 
in tbe act of standing in front of the fly-holes of the hives catching 
drones and workers. In the latter case they allow the bees to 
Btit^ them about the jaws, so that the poison sack and its con- 
tents may remain in the wound and the bees be swallowed without 
venom. I have seen Haradln with a docen or more stings on 
their power f ul jaws. Though comparatively small, their teeth 
are strong enough to draw blood should they bite your finger. 
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Authorised Version : " They shall lick the dust like a 
serpent, they shall move out of their holes like 
wonns of the earth," ^ But the Hebrew text is 
clearer : " Yelhaku *afr kanahsch, kazahli arz 
yergazu mi massgarathihim," which, translated 
into Arabic, would read : " Yelhasu 'afr kal- 
hanash, kasahali (or Haradin) el ard, yergathu 
min khuzuk il mussagerath," — that is: "As a 
serpent they lick the dust, and as a lizard of the 
earth, they dance or run from their hiding-places." 
Like many reptiles, the Harddn, for protective 
purposes, has the power of slightly changing his 
colour. He is very dark when about the stems of 
olive-trees, grey when lying on rocks or ruins, 
and slightly greyer when near the ashes of the 
Tabdn, or oven, where, on account of the warmth 
in winter and the insects in summer, he deUghts 
to recline, and where you may hear the pitiless 
Fellahfn children singing to him : — 



1 Hicah vii, 17. Tlie Revised Version says "like crawliag 
things oi the earth." 
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II 

IN THE BEDAWIN COUNTRY 
I 
The high plateau of Moab, in Eastern Palestine, 
the maritime plains of Sharon, in the west, the 
central plains of Esdraelon and Jezreel, or the 
extremely fertile plains of Shittim, in liie deep 
depression formed by the Jordan valley, may 
be called inexhaustible graineries. Year after 
year, without any artificial manuring, crops are 
raised, and as soon as the harvest is over thousands 
of animals are turned Into the fenceless fields to 
pasture on the stubble — often over a foot high — 
which the reapers have left. These droves of 
camels, herds of fat-tailed sheep, or black goats 
with ears so long that they often reach the ground, ' 
all dehght in the food they find, and, whilst 
roaming about day after day for many months 
yearly, manure the land naturally. 

With the exception of northern Sharon, Esdrael- 
on and Jezreel, the southern, central and eastern 
lands belong to the wandering Arabs, who prefer to 
go on Ghazfi^ rather than cultivate their lands, 
which, owned by the whole tribe, are rented to 
the more diligent Fellahln, on condition of yielding 
a portion of the produce to the ownors. Indeed, 

* Marauding excursiom. 
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the haughty Bedawi considers it a dishonour to 
leave his camels or horses and take to the plough 
or the sickle, and with pride he sings : — 

" n Idudl lal bela 
n ebal lal Uiala 
Wal baggar 
Lal fo^ur." * 

He is always on the look-out for some " Fellah- 
el-Hitr,"» willing to take his share of land, and, 
since he is often in need of ready money, to advance 
him on interest a few hundred Majidis. ' Then he 
is free to jump on to his fine mare and follow his 
chief on one of the numerous expeditions, more or 
less legitimate, which form so great a part of his 
free, picturesque life. 

Unlike these fertile spots of Palestine, the dry 
mountains of Judaea, where my father owned land, 
give but a poor retxmi of wheat and barley. Con- 
sequently the Fellahtn of the villages often turn 
thdr thoughts and footsteps to the haunts of the 
Bedawtn. In doing so they are but imitating 
their ancestors. The childrrai of Jacob departed 
to Egypt because the mountains gave no more 
grain, Abraham and Isaac travelled to the south- 
em plains of Beer^eba and Sharon, — Jacob and 
his children to Dothan, towards Esdiaeton, — 

^ The horses are for trial (in vnir) 
The camels aie tor excursions (or the desert) 
Bat the cows 
Are for the poor. 

■ Unfortunate Fellah, obliged to work. 

* A Hajidi is equivalent to about Ss. 6d. 
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and the father and mother-in-law of Ruth to Moab 
because there was famine in Bethlehem. 

One day, when I was still in my youth, one 
of my fe.ther's Fellah-partners, Saleh d-Kaak, 
announced his intention of trying his luck on the 
l^ains of Jordan. He had come into relations with 
a high-bom Bedawi of the tribe of the Aduan, 
Imhammad el-Talak, who, as a fully-equipped 
horseman of Sheikh Ali el-Thiab, was obliged to 
follow his liege lord wherever he was led, and the 
two men having come to the usual financial arrange- 
ment the departure was fixed for the month of 
November. My father, anxious to know more 
about the country and its resom-ces, but unable to 
leave home, del^ated me to accompany Saleh el- 
Kaak and assist at the ploughing and ^e sowing. 
When this work, which took only a few weeks, 
was over, I turned my face homewards, but 
with the intention of returning for the harvest 
when the Jordan permitted. There were no 
brieves ova: the famous river in those days, and 
even had there been any they would have been 
of no avail in early sfmng, as the river bed Ues 
very low in a broader bed, covered with thickets, 
and when the snows melt on Mount Hermon, in 
Lebanon, the stream issometimesmilesin breadth. 
It would have been folly to attempt a crossing 
" when Jordan overflowed aU its banks." ^ 

It was not until May, when the river was 

1 Joabua iti. 15. 
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reported to be in a normal condition again, that 
Saleh el-Kaak, his two sons, his numerous relatives, 
and myself set off on our journey. We travelled 
in caravans, it being unsafe in those days to travel 
in small groups, owing to the ever-lurking Bedawln, 
only too ready to pounce upon and rob the weak 
and unsuspecting wa3rfarer. Our own caravan 
was composed of men and women, with a number 
of animals, from Siloam. We started before 
midnight and by morning approached the 
treacherous river with apprehoision. 

All chattering ceased when the crossing of the 
Jordan began ; out on the grey waters everyone 
looked serious. Whirlpool and rapids were 
encountered at every j'ard, now rushing swiftly 
down in the centre of the stream, now dashing 
against the banks and hollowing them out. There 
was not a living being who did not reflect on the 
possibility of nevter reaching the opposite shore 
alive, for all knew that every crossing of the 
Jordan was fatal to one or other of the animals 
and sometimes to men and women. At times 
the dashing waters would so excavate the land 
that one of the marly hills, ^ with a mighty splash, 

1 Aaxa^ag to a. manuscript of Nowairi, the Arab historiaji, 
translated by Professor ClennoDt-Ganneau for ths Quarterly 
Statement of Uie Palestine ExploiatiOD Fund of July, 1895, the 
chronicler relates a similar occurence. In the montii of Jumad 
the First, in the year 664 (a.d. 1266), the Sultan Beybars " issued 
orders for the building <k a bridge over the Jordan. . . . The 
bridge is in the neighbourhood of Damieh. . . . The Sultan 
charged the Emir Jamel edDialbn Naharwitii Uieerecttcmirfttie 
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would topple into the stream, churning it into 
foam and increasing the anguish in everyone's 
breast, though all tried to conceal their emotion. 
Nothing was more revelatory than the manner in 
which various people faced the danger. The 
Moslems stepped into the water with a " Bism 
illah " J the Christians signed themselves with the 
cross. All drew near quietly, muttering prayers ; 
jokes were forgotten, merry faces became grave ; 
and not until the whole caravan was over could 
joyous laughter be heard once more. 

There are very few swimmers among the 
Siloam Fellahin, so that most of them had to 
depend on their Bedam^ partner to take them 
across. Our own swimming ford was fifty to 

bridge, and commanded it to be made with five archefi. . . > 
When tlie work was completed and the workmen dispersed, 
part of the piers gave way. The Sultan was greatly annoyed, 
Teprimanded the builders and sent them bade to repair the 
d^nage. They found the task very difficult, owing to the 
rising of the waters and the strength of the cturent. But on 
the night preceding the dawn of the 1 7th of the month of Rabce, 
the First of the year 666 (December 8th, 1267), the waters of 
the river ceased to fiow, so that none remained m its bed. The 
people hurried . . . and seized the opportunity o£Eered by the 
occnrrence to remedy the defects in the piers, and to strengthen 
them. . . . They then despatched mounted men to ascertain 
the nature of the event. The riders nrged forward their horses 
and found that a lofty mound (Kabar), which overlooked the 
river on the west, had fallen into it and dammed it up. . . . The 
mcfleengers returned with this erolanation, and the water was 
arrested from midnight nntil the fourth hour of the day. Then 
the pressure of the water became too great and the dam burst. 
I^e water rushed down in a mass equal in deptii to the length 
of a lance, but made no impression upon the building, owing to 
the strength given it. The stream, however, carried away tiie 
apparatus used in the work of repairs. This is one of the most 
wonderfol of events, and the bridge is in existence to ttiis day." 
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sixty yards broad, and as the trees and rushes had 
often been cut down level with the water, these, 
to begin with, cut the soles of our feet like knives. 
It was like a visit to the dentist's : no one weis in 
a hurry to go first, — everyone wished to see the 
effect of the crossing on him or her before venturing 
into the yellow water. Being a good swimmer, I 
crossed with numbers of Bedawiyat and FellahM, 
with inflated Kirbies^ on thor backs. All 
altered the water fully dressed, the most passive 
and composed set of people I have ever seen. 
Fully confident in the strength of my young arms, 
these women let themselves be dragged along with- 
out a murmur, whereas all the men, without 
exception, showed signs of anguish or terror, as 
though on their way to execution. A woman of 
I^estine, again, will allow herself to be bound 
fast at the arm, and will keep at four or five yards 
distance from a swimmer, but a man, when the 
waters of the river seem to be draggirg with too 
great a force, will always approach and try to 
save himself by taking hold. 

* The Kirby is a water-bottle made of the skins of sheep or 
goats, tanned and sewn together. The neck is open to receive 
water. When full and securely tied np, it is carried on a woman's 
back ; or, if there are two Klrbies, on a donkey, one on either 
side of the animal. Inflated and bound to the back, these recep- 
tacles make excellent buoys for a non-swimmer. He or she 
having been provided with a couple of inflated Kirbies and bound, 
the Bwimmer takes the other end of the cord in his mouth, thus 
leaving his arms perfectly free. Animals are bound at the lower 

, jaw and follow e^Uy, as they cannot resist the slightest pressure 

: on the jaws or tongue. 
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As I was the only swimmer in my group, the 
difficult task of carrying over the saddles and 
li^gage, when the donkeys, camels and my mare 
had crossed, was left to me. I had all the Kirbies 
inflated and tied together, in sets of seven or 
eight, and on this original raft managed to get all 
our belongings across. 

Each group was in the same predicament : 
there was but one swimmer, and he had to cross a 
dozen or more times — a good four hours' work. 
These duties were renewed every second day, for 
the grain — poured into the KirWes and on a raft 
of inflated water-bottles — had to be got over. 

I wonder how much a human being can sup- 
port. Work under the conditions of those days 
was simply the most refined cruelty imaginable. 
Our Bedawln companions crossed the Jordan 
stark naked and insisted on our doing the same. 

" Dog of a Christian," cried an old scarred 
Bedawi warrior to me when I demurred, — he had 
only one eye left, several of his fingers were 
missing, and his body was marked with spear 
wouncU ; " are you better than ourselves that you 
should hide your nakedness f Uncircumcised d<^, 
I will crush you like a fly " — raising his Naboot — 
"if you do not throw off every rag from your 
acc\irsed body ! " 

And so, under a torrid sun — 45 to 55 degrees 
Centigrade, with bare slashed feet on the bmning 
sand, with enormous gnats and mosquitoes biting 
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our bodies, we worked. To drive away the 
insects, which stung our bodies until they bled, 
every swimmer was provided with a leaved willow 
wand cut on the b^iks, and with this he contin- 
ually whipped himself. Near the starting-point, ^ 
where the grain was poured into the Kirbies by 
the non-swimm^^, huge fires were kept up, and 
in the heat and smoke of these we sat in an almost 
vain endeavour to keep the insects at bay until, 
once more, we popped into the stream. 

To show good-humour and also to rail at the 
cowardly non-swimmers when they were on the 
shore, we sang, either alone or in unison. But 
never a word was uttered when man or beast 
was drifting down the Jordan. Once, as a man 
was washed away, I cried out in terror, but I was 
quickly called to order by a Bedawi, who remarked, 
philosophically : — 

" We are not blind and your shouting will only 
frighten the others. Besides, the victim himself 
will lose hope. You will neith^ draw him out 
nor give him encouragement. If luck is in his 
&vour he will be vrashed ashore." 



1 On account of tiie river's rapidity we 

were carried hundreds of yards down stream. 

So we had always three points for starting and 
A landing. A was the spot at which we started 
" to reach B. Then we would walk up the 

bank to C and drop in the river to be carried 

to A again. 
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And sure enough, he was. . . . Ever afterwards, 
whraiever I saw a donkey or a cow washed away, 
I thought of that Bedawi wise-man and r^arded 
the loss without flinching. What matter !— it 
was only one more animal that had gone to feed 
the Cheetahs^ in the jungle below. 

II 

Very httle indeed was done for the comfort of 
the toilers in that fearful climate, — nothing for 
the security of either man or beast. Tliere was 
absolute equality, in an atmosphere of indifference. 
We lived an ideal social life. As regards food, 
whoever had any gave it up, in true Bedawi 
fashion, for the benefit of the whole commimity. 
Everything was eaten then and there on the banks 
of the Jordan, so as not to have the trouble of 
canying it the ten miles to our camp on the green 
banks of the KafErain. 

I was often asked in after years why we did 
not build huts on the banks of the Jordan to 
protect ourselves against the sun — why we 
did not throw wire ropes across the rivCT — 
why we had no planks for landing — and so on. 
The questiono's had never come into contact with 
a Bedawi at home, — a Bedawi who will risk his 

* PoMibly (he " rouing lion " referred to by the Prophet 
Jeremiah as " coming up before (he swelUng of JordaD " was the 
Onvtah, 1 am indmed to the beUef that the Uon never really 
enstsd in tUestine proper. The Bible contains various reference 
to licos, but this is poniUy due to Diligence on the part of tiie 
traaBcribers. 
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life on a marauding expedition and on returning 
will present you with his share of the spoil in return 
for a compliment, — a Bedawi who will deliberately 
destroy any means of getting over Jordan easier, 
who will fell a tree fifteen feet high in order to 
obtain a stick which pleases him in the branches, 
who will hunt for days and nights in the jungle, 
slaughtering wild boar tmtil he has foimd just the 
right pair of tusks for ornamenting his mare's 
neck, or who will climb a precipice in search of an 
eagle to provide him with the two bones for 
making a Neiy6, — a Bedawi who is as free as the 
air, careless as a four-year-old baby, cruel as a 
tiger, and yet so hospitable that it is impossible 
to find his equal anywhere in the world. No ; 
a Bedawi would join you in carrying ofi wives, if 
you proposed it to him, but he would set fire to 
your huts, cut your wire ropes and throw your 
planks into the river— for the fun of it. He cares 
not a fig for progress. The wilder, the more 
inaccessible his region, the more secure is his life 
and the better he is pleased. His whole desire 
is to keep the civilised world and the Government 
official in search of taxes away. He is a " wild 
man," whose hand is " against every man," and, 
as was promised to Hsigai concerning that Bedawi 
Ishmael, every man's hand shall be against him. ^ 
No one in our caravan had, I assure you, the 
courage to linger a single moment longer than was 

> G«nMla xvi. 12. 
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necessary on the banks of the inhospitable Jordan. 
As soon as our work was ov«: our only wish was to 
flee from the heat and the mosquitoes, and es- 
pecially from any hostile Bedawln, who, exactly 
like the Apaches in the subtirbs of Paris, or the 
sharks which, hom* after hour, follow the ocean 
steamers to snatch at the morsels falling overboard, 
might turn up in our rear to seize upon any 
loitera", as indeed happened to myself, as I will 
later rdate. 

When we came to the KafErain, the Aduan had 
decamped for the cooler slopes of Moab. Imme- 
diately those of my own party entered upon an 
open-air life, — not only eating but sleeping in the 
open. But we built a few huts for the protection 
of the women and to hold the very elementary 
cooking utensils which Ghali^, a young Fellaha, 
had brought with her for our use. And thus we 
watched, rather than slept, in case anyone less 
favoured with worldly goods ^ould attempt, 
under cover of the night, to run off with our ani- 
mals or other property. During the day my 
mare was tethered, but in the darkness, as no one 
would take the responsibility of looking after her, 
she was attached to my wrist. Thus, every night, 
for two long months I lay on the ground, with the 
mare walking round and round me, and some- 
times gently pulling, lest I should forget mjrself 
in too deep a sleep. Never once did the faithful, 
cautious animal so much as graze my outstretched 
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limbs, except when, imagining that I had no more 
breath, or that some wolf or jackal was approaching 
too near, she would draw near and ^ort in my face. 

We were divided into two separate camps^ 
situated some distance the one from the other, 
one with and the other without tents ; and 
Imhammad el-Talak, Saleb el-Kaak's Bedawi 
partner, was with us. His wife, N'amy, and an 
eleven-year-old son named Swelem were in the 
other encampment, but he was accompanied by 
his old mother *Hamdiyeh, who used to sit almost 
all day near her hut, smoking a long pipe and sur- 
ve3dng the harvest. Enveloped in her dark blue 
clothes and dark head veil, she sat so motionless 
that, at a distance, no one would have taken her 
to be a living being. Only on drawing near and 
seeing the rings of smoke pass from her tattooed 
lips, with an occasional sideway glance of her 
wild eyes, could you be sure that she was not a 
statue. 

Comparing our life with that of the harvesters 
in the tent camp, we lived in " the land of the 
lotus-catCTs." We had both wheat and barley ; 
the well-nigh impenetrable D6m-forest was full 
of Ddm-apples ; whilst innumerable Senegal and 
collared turtle-doves, which filled the air with 
their ceaseless cooing, provided us with meat. 
Never before or since did I eat so many pigeons 
as during those two months on the outskirts of 
the forest. But to poietrate the thorny thickets 
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in pursuit of birds or in search of fruit was no 
easy or agreeable task. We had not only to 
contend with the sharp hooked thorns of the Ddm 
or Ix>tus tree (Zizyphus spina Christi), which stuck 
to our clothes " closer than a brother," tore them 
into holes all over, and scratched oiu* hands and 
faces,— we had to keep a sharp look-out for snakes, 
which hid in the high grass and fed upon the birds. 
I did not then know the difference between the 
deadly Daboia, the huge and lively Esculap, and 
the black and shining Hanash ; and when I shot 
a gigantic brown Esculap, measuring more than 
five feet, and which had blown out its neck at me 
from the top of a Ddm-tree, I thought I had had a 
narrow escape. The small D6m-apples — hardly 
bigger than a hazel nut — would have been dis- 
dained elsewhere, but on the banks of the KaiErain 
every Bedawi gathers them, or leaves his wife 
and daughters to collect a store for winter use. 
Ddm-gathering — an occupation not to be recom- 
mended to those with dehcate hands — and Swelem, 
the eleven-year-old son of Imhammad el-Talak, 
are ever connected in my memory. In the inven- 
tion and carrying out of impish tricks that young- 
ster was a past master. He used to upset the trays 
containing the Ddm-meal, scatter sand on the diy- 
ing tobacco leaves, pour water into his grand- 
mother's tobacco-pipe, set loose the cows and the 
donkeys of the Fellahln when they were most 
wanted for threshing, and defile the waters of the 
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KafErain at the very moment when the wom^i, a 
little lower down the stream, vere filling their 
Kirbies. One day, when he had been assisting 
in the gathering of the Ddm-apples and had been 
well scratched on his arms and legs, he revenged 
himself by setting fire to the bush. The Sharkiy^, 
an east wind, happened to be blowing slightly, so 
that in a very short time the whole of the thickets 
in our neighbourhood was a sea of fire, killing 
young birds by thousands in their nests and scorch- 
ing hundreds of serpents to a cinder. For once 
Swelem escaped a thrashing. Everybody agreed 
that his act was a stroke of genius. For the result 
was that a way was opened in the impoietrable 
forest, the defences of the Zizyphus spina Christi 
were broken down, the dangerous reptiles were 
annihilated, and hundreds of thousands of 
D6m-apples hung — roasted — on the leafless trees. 

The news of Swelem's fire spread almost as 
rapidly as the flames he had set ablazing. Beda- 
wiyat came down from the mountains to fill thdr 
gazelle-skin bags with roasted Ddm-apples and, 
returning home, heavily ladened, sent others or 
came again themselves. The fire was a god-send 
to all except myself, who had now to go much 
further afield in search of game. 

Being the only European, it was thought, in 
those days (1874), to be safer for me to wear 
Bedawi-clothing : a long shirt with broad, pointed 
sleeves hanging to the ground^ a Say^, and, on my 
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head, a silken Ka^y^- With the exception of the 
girdle, which held tiie shirt and the Say6 together, 
the 'Akal, or head-cord, wound around the 
Kafiy^, and a fringe of hair hanging over my 
forehead, in accordance with the fashion among 
Bedawln youngsters, I was a figure in spotless 
white. In order to he able to walk more easily 
whilst on the march, I used to gatho- up the long 
folds of my dress and stick them in my girdle, 
leaving my I^s bare. No wonder that one day 
four Bedawiyat, gathering Ddm-apples in the 
forest, fled with loud screams at my approach. 
They had never seen a white boy before and must 
have imagined that a J4n, or guardian of the 
forest, had appeared to drive them home. Fearing 
that their silly behavioiw might be wrongly inter- 
preted in the camp, I shouted to them at the top 
of my voice to stop. They obeyed, a little 
through feminine curiosity, a Uttle through fear ; 
then, timidly, in response to my parleying, they 
advanced, until at last they had drawn near 
enough to pinch my arms and legs and make cer- 
tain that I was an authentic son of Adam. To 
accotmt for my white skin and white Kafiy^, 
which is often <^k with the Bedawtn, I explained 
to them that I was a Frank. Nev«: before had 
they set eyes on a " Franji " and once more, 
impelled by curiosity, they stretched out their 
tattooed arms to touch my body. To seal our 
friendship every one ofiered me Ddm-apples until 
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I had as many as I could cany, wrapped — 
Bedawi fashion — in the long sleeves of my ample 
gown. But I am inclined to think that, after all, 
they were not quite convinced. For they retreated 
cautiously, with many backward glances and the 
youngest, a girl of fourteen, attempting to hide 
behind the others, until they finally disappeared 
behind the half-burned bushes. 

Ill 

There was little variety in our meals in camp j 
the only striking change was when Ghali^, having 
baked the bread in the ashes in the morning and 
at noon, treated us in the evening to the luxury of 
bread made on a Saaj, an iron plate, above the 
fire. Pigeons and bread and D6m-apples followed 
each other in regular rotation. Vegetables were 
unknown. 

Tlie only plant the Bedawln care to grow is the 
fragrant Hassanbaki, *.£., tobacco, w^iich they 
cultivate in small enclosures. But so impatient 
are they that they never wait for the plants to 
attain their full growth. Nor have they the 
patience to wait for the leaves to dry ; hardly 
have they begun to wither than they cut them up 
with their pocket-knives. As clay pipes can only 
be obtained in the towns, they make a GhaUun 
of a reed stem, boring a hole in one side through 
which to draw the smoke. It would be too much 
exertion on hand and brain to fa^on a pipe-stem 



t: Go ogle 



DEAD SEA DISTRICT 39 

out of a reedlet. A Bedawi may be said to suck 
rather than smoke his pipe, which he enjoys, 
however, every bit as much as the wealthy towns- 
man does his Silver filigreed narghile or a European 
his amber-mouthed meerschaum. 

Once we moved our camp up stream, in order 
to have the protection of a ruined site, — ^beloved 
of the Fellahln, — and the luxury of a wall against 
which to build Ghali^'s hut. Imhammad el-Talak 
had now departed with his chief ; Saleh el-Kaak 
and his sons, Khaleel and Ehmad, were actively 
oigaged in cutting the wheat and the barley ; 
Ghali^ had ahnost all the threshing to do ; and 
nearly everybody, save m3rseli, had his appointed 
duties. As long as the sun shone hot on the straw 
heap I enjoyed Uttle society. I had to contoit 
myself with Murjane, a freed slave about my own 
age, and Sa'ad el-Kaanass, a youth several years 
older, and, since he was a good ^ot, a feirly 
frequent companion. 

One of our excursions, when time hung heavily 
on my hands and the eternal doves and pigeons of 
Ka£Erain palled on my palate, was to the Dead 
Sea, about a two hours' walk away. I noticed 
that whilst visiting that dangerous district the 
Bedawtn were much more particular about thdr 
health than either the Fellahin or mysdf. They 
carried with them tiny bags filled v/ith tar which, 
as soon as they entered the swampy regions, they 
stuffed into their nostrils. It was an excellent 



lyGOOgIC 



40 THE IMMOVABLE EAST 

preventive, they told me, against the Wakham,* 
which, unfortunately, we mountaineers disdained. 
I think I may say that fully fifty per cent, of us 
died or were sickly for years after through not 
taking the necessary precautions against fever. 
It is not only the poisonous emanations of the vol- 
canic region which cause trouble, one must take 
into account the great heat in the depression in 
which the Dead Sea lies, nearly six hundred feet 
below the level of other seas, and^ in addition, its 
unhealthy waters. 

But, in spite of the danger of that part of Pal- 
estine, what a fascination it has for the naturalist 
and the sportsman I Birds, reptiles and plants — 
some of them known only in that tropical climate — 
abound there. We brought home both red-legged 
and sand-partridges, francolins and grakles ; we 
admired the tiny sun-birds — smaller than some 
butterflies — and the golden frc^ which, at our 
approach, leapt into the warm waters of CalirrboS 
and other sulphurous springs east of the Dead 
Sea ; we watched the slow mastiguer, with its 
homy tail, creep along the sand ; and sat at the 
foot of the AscUpia giganUa, or Caletropis procera, 
fifteen feet high, with broad thick leaves, like a 
' good sized man's hand, and an orange-like fruit, 
containing those silky fibres of which legends have 
been told by all ancient writers from Josephus to 
Tacitus, liiey, and even some modem writers, 

> Malaria. 
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have contended that this Apple of Sodom, in 
memory of the destructicm by brimstone and 
ashes of the neighbouring Sodom and Gomorrah, 
contains nothing but smoke and ashes. But I 
found that Sa'ad el-Kaanass and the scientists 
were wiser. My companion, who told me wonder- 
ful stories of the 'Oshair, showed me that the slight 
explosion which results from the touching of the 
fruit was a characteristic of aU Asclepias, — one of 
Natiire's wonderful methods of disseminating the 
seeds of the plant, which are thus shot forth and 
borne away by the wind to fructify in a thousand 
difierent places. Far from the AscUpia gigarUea 
being associated with the idea of death and destruc- 
tion, it was, to Salad's mind, the s}rmbol of hfe. 
" Was not its name," he asked me, " *Oshair, — 
the pr^nant-maker, and had not a barren woman 
once sat within the shade of the tree and soon after 
had a child ? " And to prove that life was indeed 
its essential element, he showed me how a thick 
milky juice could be made to flow from the plant 
like opium from the poppy. Sometimes we would 
shoot at the wild boars, but as they disappeared 
in the Jordan jungle we rarely attempted to follow 
them, for Sa'ad thought that the tusks ware hardly 
worth the risk of being attacked by the Cheetahs 
who prey upon the boar. Sometimes a grouse 
would call out, " Naagged I Khanafer I Ghittit I " 
tempting me to follow. But the prudent Sa'ad 
would dissuade me, saying : " It is wiser not to 
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look for ' the she-camd of Khanafer which is 
lost/ Maybe the bird is merely leading us on to 
destruction. We had better return to the camp." 

On another occasion, when approaching the sea 
and whilst it was yet dark, a ball of hre, like a 
huge star, rose from the water, and, after ascending 
several hundreds of feet, vanished. Again Sa'^ad 
thought we had better return home. It was a 
Will-'o-the-wisp, common over the surface of the 
Dead Sea, but to Sa'ad it was a sign of the presence 
of the J&n. 

Superstition is very deeply rooted among the 
Bedawln. Old Im-Imhanunad, the soothsayer 
of our camp, was a very good example of this. 
She was a curious mixture of sagacity and igno- 
rance, of cunning and a genuine behef in her powers. 
She could extract balsamic oil from the date-like 
fruit of the oleaster {Elceagr^us angustifolius), 
and used it for healing wounds, though the 
Zaqum (as the Arabs call it) with its spikes often 
over an inch long, is said to flourish in hell and fur- 
nish fruit for unbelievers. ^ There were many othCT 
plants whose virtues she knew and whose secrets 
^e carefully kept to herself. But her forte was 
prophecy. She foretold calamities or good news 
with imperturbable peace of mind, passing the 
while a long straw through the stem of her pipe 
to enjoy the nicotine which she thus collected, 
or sucking rather than chewing tobacco when the 

> Th« Konn, Sura, xvii. 62. 
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other was lacking. Like every soothsayer, she 
was extremely sober in words, and thus was never 
compromised, — the same prophecy could be made 
to apply to good or to evil. 

IV 

At last the time came for us to raise our camp 
and return home. Row after row of black goat- 
hair Fardies, filled with wheat, stood waiting to 
be loaded on to the backs of the camels. Every- 
thing had been packed ready for the departure, 
which had been fixed for an early hour of the morn- 
ing. Amidst the wailing of the jackals and the 
darkness of the night, we had lain down to take 
our last rest in the old camp, filled with a feeling 
of sadness at the thought that, in spite of all its 
discomforts, we were about to leave it for ever. 
Suddenly, just as the last cooings of the turtle- 
doves were lulling us to sleep, the sound of a tiny 
bell was heard in the distance. Soon the tinkling 
was accompanied by a light, which rapidly drew 
near. Looking anxiously in the direction of the 
sound, old Im-Imhammad muttered through her 
teeth : — " Maskeen ! Bara esh sharr I — Poor 
fellow I Evil. 

A horseman with bell and torch dashed up. It 
was as the old soothsayer had expected : a Bedawi 
boy had been bitten by a viper and according 
to custom a messenger had been sent with bell 
and torch to announce the sad news and search 



lyGOOgIC 



44 THE IMMOVABLE EAST 

for a remedy. Im-Imhammad quickly prepared 
2aqum-oU and fruit plaster, and inquired when 
the accident happened. The envoy told her 
" many hours before," whereupon a grave look 
came into the old woman's eyes. She knew 
that the boy would be dead before the remedy 
arrived. 

Im-Imhammad's last words as we started in 
the half light preceding dawn were : — 

" La ter'haloo ydme efheelhiun. 
Wala tnghtuuoo ydme ghaseelhtun," * 

and gravely shaking her head at me, she added ; — 
" My child, Allah yesahhel 'alaik I — May Allah 
smooth the way for you I " 

As this was the general retreat of the Fellahin 
of the Kafirain, there was a great commotion on 
the banks of the Jordan when we reached the great 
river. Fellahin and Fellahat were busy pouring 
the grain from the great Fardies on to out-spread 
sacks; others were filling the Kirbies. CameUand 
donkeys were bdng stripped of their saddles and 
bound at the jaws. The swimmers stood in readi- 
ness and the non-swimmers had small inflated 
Seln* on their backs to help them across the 
stream. A fierce June sun poured its rays upon us. 

At last everybody had crossed. Those of my 

> "Forbear to start od their starting dav," — ^that is, the day 
on whidi the aonl leaves the body. "Neither wash on the day 
they are washed,"— a reference to the washing of the dead befote 
entombment. 

* Small Kirbies. 



lyGOOgIC 



A NARROW ESCAPE 45 

caravan had already started on their journey^ 
leaving me — the last as usual — to cross the Jordan 
once more and fetch my mare. Just as the 
last Fellah with his animals disappeared round the 
marly hills I popped into the water and struck 
out for the opposite bank. 

But no sooner had I clambered ashore than I 
heard a sound of galloping, and the next moment a 
fully-armed Bedawi, with his spear pointed towards 
me, drew up. 

" Very glad to meet you/' he said, sarcastically. 
" I see you are a perfect swimmer, and I am glad 
to have arrived in time for I know nothing of your 
art. There is myself, my mare, a valxiable she- 
camel and her young to be carried over the river. 
Now, you will set to work at once to get us across, 
beginning with the animals. And take care you 
don't lose any, otherwise your mare and rifle will 
be confiscated. Moreover, if you play me any 
tricks, I shall leave your carcass to the Cheetahs 
and let your soul go to hell-fire, which is your 
ultimate lot, dog of an infidel I " 

Dismoimting and seizing my mare by its bridle, 
he sat down on the sand and began, in a menacing 
tone, to give me further orders : — 

" Now, set to work cheerfully. You had better 
begin with my llamra, * which you'U tie very fast 
on the other side. Thai hurry back to take over 
her young, for if you are lazy the mother will 

1 A red cow-canul. 
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break loose and cross over to her calf. Then you 
would have to b^;in over again. This being done 
you will fetch me. I know you would not risk 
running away with my mare on this side the river, 
but you might do so on the western side and then 
join your caravan. So yon take my mare the 
last — and then do what you like, for I shall have 
no further need of your services. Come now, hurry 
up I " 

And hurry I did. At every crossing he threat- 
ened me with death should any of his animals 
slip and be drowned. 

Never shall I forget that crossing of the Jordan 
with the Bedawi's red cow-camel. She bdlowed 
continuously for her calf and pulled in the opposite 
direction, endeavouring to return. All the time 
the swift current of the Jordan was carrying me 
down stream, trying my muscles — weary with four 
hours' swimming — to the uttermost. How I raged, 
inwardly, at that ironical savage, and how ashamed 
I felt at bang treated like a vile slave I There 
was nothing for it, however, but to work hard and 
cheerfully. 

When, finally, I landed the camel she was 
simply raving, and I had great difficulty in making 
her kneel down under the shadow of a lofty poplar 
and binding her knees, so that she could not rise. 
My second crossing was easy,— the calf, like a 
Bedawiy^, followed calmly and with a look of 
confidence in her baby eyes. And no sooner 
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had we landed than it galloped towards its motho', 
crying as though they had been parted for months. 

The Bedawi was waiting for me on my return. 
He was stripped and equipped with Se'In on his 
back. On his head, in a broad packet, were bis 
personal belongings and my rifle. 

" This," he said, pcrinting to the bundle, " is 
the safest way. Allah is indeed great to have sent 
this infidel to work for me." 

As we stepped into the Jordan, a grim thought 
flashed through my mind : " Suppose, when we 
reach mid-stream, I let him go ? " But the next 
moment my Christian training corrected me. 
" No, — that would never do : he is a man, with a 
soul, after all. Besides, the act would be a 
cowardly one. . . . Could Im-Imhammad but see 
me in that position would she sanction the aban- 
donment of a feUow-creature ? No. She would 
say : ' Why did you start when there was a 
funeral ? But you would have your own way, 
and now you must bear the consequences.' " 
Musing thus, I tightened my grip on the cord, 
and a few minutes later dragged the Bedawi ashore. 

" You have worked nicely," said the savage, 
who, in spite of his authoritative words, looked 
terrified at the crossing. " Now you can fetch 
my mare, a prize animal ; and as a reward I 
y/iH remain with you until you reach your caravan." 

I thanked him for his generosity, went back 
for the most valuable animal of all — himself 
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included, and brought her over, as docile as the 
yoiing camel. When all were gathered on the 
western banks of the Jordan I gave a great sigh 
of relief. Then I went to fetch my faithful mare, 
Athene. 

It took me but a moment to dress on getting 
back, to seize my lifle which the Bedawi had placed 
against a willow, and to vault into the saddle. 
At that moment a boar and sow, with seven or 
eight little ones, came rushing by. The Bedawi, 
already on his horse, at once set ofi in pursuit, 
shouting to me to follow. But all I wanted was to 
flee from the sc^ie of my adventure and reach my 
friends. A word in Aliiene's ear was enough, — 
with a snort of joy and a bound she was off, 
galloping at the top of her speed across the plains 
and scattering the jerboas, porcupine mice, and 
other small rodents which biurow in the sand, in 
all directions. 

Saleh el-Kaak, his sons and the other Fellahtn 
of our caravan were waiting for me near the 
ruins of 'Ain-Sultan, beyond Jericho, wondering 
what had become of me, but, suffocated by the 
heat, making no attempt to find me. Th^ 
cursed the ^ther of the B^wi for having detained 
me ; then dismissed the matter from their minds. 

A long six hours' ride up the stony roads of 
Judaea, a few ascents and descents on Mount 
Olivet, down the Kedron, up Moriah and Zion, 
brought these episodes of my youth to a close. 
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V 

" Why has Philip not come ? " anxiously asked 
ray father, in Arabic, when we arrived and his 
eyes glanced from one to the other . . . Wild and 
sunburnt indeed I must have looked to have 
thus been unrecognised by my own father I 
He could not believe that a two months' sojourn 
in the Bedawtn country could have produced so 
complete a transformation. 

• • * * 

" Is this the result of too great a strain ? Is 
it the dreaded Wakham^ or malarial fever, that has 
put the boy in this condition ? " asked the English 
doctor of Jerusalem when I awoke after three 
weeks imconsciousness. " However, the danger 
is over now. We shall pull him through, after 
aU." 

Yes, the danger was over then, but I had to 
struggle against my illness for nearly six months 
more. 

It was many years before I went into that 
death-trap of the Jordan again, and then only 
for a day or two at a time, on tour and under 
vastly different conditions. 
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SONS OF THE PHILISTINES 
I 

MuHABiUAD MoosA was at his prayers, and as he 
prayed he combed his flowing pepper-and-salt 
beard. More than usual fervour entoed, on this 
August evening, into his praying and his combing, 
for he was about to make a journey on which it 
was meet that Allah should lovingly watch over 
one of the descendants of his Prophet and that this 
descendant — no other than the handsome, black- 
eyed, aquiline-nosed, dark-skinned Sherif Muham- 
mad Moosa himself — should be impeccable in his 
personal appearance. 

" Blessed be the name of Allah, who protecteth 
his servants in the hour of danger," murmured 
the kneeling Muhammad Moosa. " Watch, oh I 
all powerful one, over Sherif Moosa and his com- 
panions. Grant that the camels stumble not, — 
that they travel to Jerusalem unheeded and 
imharmed. Thrust aside from our path all with 
inquisitive eyes, for thy servant is a man of peace, 
who loveth not the use of force. But should, 
perchance, the enemies of thy servant stumble in 
his way, give him — oh I protector of those who 
bring forth fruits from the soil — ^the strength to 
smite and put them to shame." 
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A sound of footsteps at the entrance to the hut 
made the kneeling Fellah turn his head. It was 
Kbaleel Ibrahim, a dark-skinned, eagle-nosed, 
black-bearded man of thirty-five, dressed and 
equipped as though for a journey. His principal 
clothing consisted of the Thdb, a white shirt with 
open front and wide sleeves, which revealed his 
hairy breast and bare arms almost up to the 
shoiildffl^. On his head was a red cap, surrounded 
by a large yellow and grey striped turban ; on his 
feet were raw camel-hide shoes, known as Watta. 
Endrclii^ his waist was a broad leather girdle, 
and to this were attached a number of iron hooks, 
to which were suspended a powder horn of solid 
wood, a long chain with a knife dai^Iing at the 
end, a leather bag to hold lead and bullets for 
firearms, a tobacco pouch with a pipe, and a 
smaller pouch containing flint and steel and tinder, 
made from a composite plant called Soufaan. 

Khaleel Ibrahim had come to tell bis chief that 
the hour for departure had arrived. Bringing 
his prayer to an abrupt termination, Muhammad 
Moosa rose to his feet and, as he arranged his 
immense green turban (a sign of his claim to pro- 
phetic descent) gave his orders. A complicated 
piece of MTork — ^this arrangement of the SherSf s 
turban, his caps and their contents ; and one 
that took much longer than the giving of a few 
bii^ instructions r^;arding the loading of the 
camels. Besides the white cap, or Takiyeb, he 
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wore the red Tarbfish, and between these the 
grey felt Lubbaad. Between the Lubbaad and 
the Tarbiish, Muhammad Moosa kept his cigarette- 
papers, his tax-papers and other doounents, and 
tucked away between the three caps and the 
turban were little bottles of tar or scent and the 
wooden comb with which, whilst saying his prayers, 
he daily combed his beard. 

The loading of the six camels was already well 
advanced when Muhammad Moosa issued into the 
open air. His five companions were quick and 
skilful workers. Khaleel Ibrahim, with his wide 
sleeves folded out of the way imder his Shmaar, 
set them a constant example. Besides, was he 
not Moosa's right-hand man and feared almost as 
much as the master ? 

A more homogeneous band than this Uttle party 
of camel-drivers it would have been difficult to 
find in the whole length and breadth of the plains 
of the Phihstiaes. Personal interests, family 
ties and the S3nnpathy which springs up between 
men of the same town or region indissolubly 
bound them together. Khaleel Ibrahim was a 
native of Ashdod, one of the chief towns of 
Philistia. Ehmad Jabber, a young man of twraity- 
ei^ht just home from mihtary service, was also 
from that place. Ethman Abd el-Uei, although 
bom in Gaza, had so long hved in Ashdod, where 
he was married to two wives, Halim^ and Fatme, 
that he was regarded by Khaleel and Ehmad 
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as a brotiier townsman. Abdallah Saleb, about 
thirty years of age, was from Shuweikeb, the 
Biblical Sbochoh, where David slew Goliath.' 
And the twenty-year-old Yesmain 'Ali, whose 
black beard was just sprouting, hailed from 
'Ain-Shams, the Beth-sbemesh of the Bible. * 

Yet these sons of the Philistines were singularly 
diversified in their personal characteristics — and 
to a certain extoit also as regards their accoutre- 
ments. With his dandily-trimmed fair beard, 
grey eyes and r^;ular Grecian nose, Ehmad Jabber 
was an Apollo In comparison with Ethman Abd- 
el-IIei. Ethman, a man of close upon forty, had 
a thick Egyptian nose, a dark but scanty beard 
and moustachios, and a physiognomy which well 
accorded with his warlike equipment, consisting 
of a goodly selection of his comrades' arms and a 
formidable Naboot, an oak club, all in one piece, 
which could be used either against an enemy or 
simply to induce the camels to increase their 
pace. Ehmad's favourite weapon was a curved, 
double-edged dagger, modestly designated by the 
name Shibriyeh — the span long, — although, as 
usual, it was twice that length. Its sheath was 
ornamented with a brass plate, bearing his name, 
and this detail indicated a certain coquetry iirfiich 
appeared also in his dress. As a rule, his clothing 
differed but slightly from Khaleel's. But on the 
present occasion his turban was smaller and 

* I. Samuel xvii. ■ I. Samnel vi 9. 
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adorned with red stripes. His shoes— or Surma, 
as they are called in Arabic— were of blood-red, 
tanned sheep-leather, with camel-hide soles and 
very pointed tumed-up toes. And instead of the 
Abba, that brown and grey mantle almost uni- 
versally adopted by the Fellahln of Palestine, he 
wore a dark blue and black cloak, called a Shaale. 
Abdallah Saleh's short and almost red beard, 
his blue eyes and fair skin, sunburnt and freckled, 
suggested descent from one of the Crusaders. His 
equipment was much the same as that of the others. 
But his turban was brown, and bdiind the right 
ear the end of his hair-tuft, the Shushey — by which 
Mohammed the Prophet will take up his own 
people on the day of judgment — was [>eeping out. 
Over his shirt he wore a short yellow and white 
jacket, and on the third finger of his right hand was 
a silver ring with a huge stone, on which, as he 
was a municipal coimdllor of his native village, 
his name was engraved. With this ring, at times, 
he sealed official documents, thus dispensing with 
the signing of his name, which he would have found 
a difficulty in doing. For, like all the others, 
including even Sheiif Moosa, he was illiterate. 
Long ago he had known a few letters, but all he 
could do now was to make out ntmibers, which he 
called " Indian figures." His Shmaar, too, was 
ornamented by a couple of multicoloured tassds, 
made by a girl of Shuweikeh wh^i, years ago, 
he had silently coiuted her. 
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There was evidence of a feminine hand also 
on young Yesmain 'All's dress. His white cap, 
which he took good care should extend well below 
his red TarbO^, was neatly trimmed with silk- 
laced ornaments, — deUcate work by one of his 
admirers of which he was mighty proud. There 
was a quaint mixture of refinement and savagedom 
about Yesm^bi 'Ali. Like every Fellah, his ears 
vras diminutive and bent down by his caps and 
turban. His Thdb was always pulled up imder 
his girdle, leaving his legs bare to the knees, and 
in the pouch thus formed by his shirt he carried 
his handkerchief, his tobacco, and sometimes — 
since he often went barefooted — his shoes. In his 
waist-belt was stuck a Tubbar, an iron-headed 
hooked club, leaving his hands free to handle his 
gun, with which, when after partri(^es, or any 
big bird, he was an excellent ^ot. 

Muhammad Moosa himself took part in the load- 
ing of the last camel. Like Eleazar, he called 
it by its name and ordoed it, with a guttural 
sound, to bow — " Ikh I-ikh l-ikh t " 

At the sound of its master's voice the animal 
knelt upon the level ground. Meanwhile, Khaleel 
and AbdaUah had brought forth the huge black 
goats' hair sacks with which it was to be loaded, 
— some four to five hundred pounds weight in all, 
and these everybody assisted in hoisting into their 
places. The camd, besides a halter and a long 
guide-rope with which to lead it, was provided 
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with a pack-saddle, with a deep cavity in the middle 
for the hump and two thick poles attached right 
and left, and longer than the saddle proper. To 
these sticks were tied the ropes to hold the load 
in place and a girdle to keep tim saddle in position. 
The load was divided into three: two big ones 
tight and left, and one resting on the saddle's flat 
top. 

" Howell I " cried Sherlf Moosa, wheneverjrthing 
was securely fixed, and the eamd rose, to take its 
place with the others in a long file, the halter-rope 
of one attached to the tail-strap of another. 

II 

The final preparations for departure had been 
made and Sherlf Moosa, with his hand on the guide- 
rope of the leading camel, had given the order 
to start. Slowly, in the half light of evening, 
the Httle band moved over the plains of the 
Philistines. 

Long, wailing sounds were beginning to fill the 
whole of the lowlands : the voices of jackals 
hunting about for carcasses or other debris. One 
jackal responded to another, — ^then two, then ten, 
then twenty, and finally hundreds, all howling 
together. No one is afraid of them, since they 
never attack man ; nor are th^ afraid of men, 
who pass them by unheeded. 

On these fertile plains, from Jafia to Gaza 
and from Ascalon to Zoreah and the rock of 
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Etam, the hiding-place of Samson/ are miles 
upon miles of beautiful wheat and barl^-fields. 
There are tobacco plants, too, growing from two to 
six feet in height, and the dry leaves of whic^ 
the Turkish Government bujrs and monopolizes. 
But the modem Fellah of Palestine is a true 
descendant of the Phihstines, — he has in no way 
changed in character, and he starts — like Shedf 
Muhammad Moosa and his companions — ^to sell his 
tobacco by smi^ling it into Jerusalem. He knowra 
that, on the bng way winding up the Vale of Sorek 
(Wad-es-Sarrar) and on the lowlands, no Govern- 
ment agent would dare to venture. It was common 
knowledge that anyone approaching a party of 
smugglers would be shot down without mercy. 
This was their land and thdr tobacco, — not the 
hated Turks'. They were Intimately defending 
their own possessions, the fruit of long houi^ of 
toil under the broiling sun. It was war to the 
bitter end should any intruder attempt to bar 
their way between Ashdod (Sedud) and the Plain 
of Rephaim, near Jerusalem. 

Although they knew that they were in all 
security in these b3rwa3rs (unless some spy should 
doiounce them, which was unlikely), Moosa 's men 
did not n^lect to keep a sharp look out to right 
and left, and with their guns ever ready. 

" Masha Allah I By God's will, our camels 
are strong and good," said Ethman Abd-el-*Hei 

* Judges XV. 8. 
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to Abdallah Saleh, who was immediately in front 
of him. 

" And Allah, in his goodness, has put out the 
moon for us," repUed Abdallah. 

" Truly everything is in our favour," chimed 
in young Yesnuun 'Ali. " But we have yet to 
get the tobacco over the walls of Jerusalem." 

" All in good time," exclaimed Khaleel Ibrahim. 
" Allah will not abandon his servants in the hour 
of need. Besides, Ehmad Jabber and I have a 
plan for tricking the tobacco-inspector. We will 
talk about that later." 

Shertf Moosa was too occupied with the camels 
to take part in the conversation. From time to 
time he encouraged the animals to maintain their 
pace for four kilometres an hour with a sharp cry 
of " Allah ! Ya musahel I — Oh ! leveller of the 
road ! " Sometimes he would utter the warning 
" Ikhly 1 — Look out, mind the stones ! " where- 
upon the leading camel would carefully avoid the 
obstacle and, pricking up his short ears in the act 
of listening, would turn his large intelligent head 
in the dirwrtion of the voice, chewing the cud the 
while. To kill time, Moosa also played a mono- 
tonous air on his N^y^, a double flute made of 
eagle-wing bones and ornamented with a few 
primitive drawings. The camels much appre- 
ciated this music, lifting up their heads and 
affecting a few dancing steps, until " Ikhly I " 
once more reminded them to beware. 
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Shortly after midnight the smu^lers passed 
near to one of the tobacco growing villages. As 
there was still room on the camels, Moosa decided 
to increase his store by means of a trick well known 
to tobacco-thieves. A lizard was his accomplice, 
■ — ^the big thorny stalue-lizard, the well-known 
Harddn of Palestine, which is about seven inches 
in length, with long claws and a very resisting 
tail.^ It runs up the walls very quickly and 
lays hold of any stone or bush it can find. Catch 
it by its tail and pull, and the harder it tightens 
its grip. Knowing tW peculiarity, Moosa took 
advantage of it in the following manner. Khaleel 
Ibrahim, who always carried a couple of stalue- 
lizards with him in a leather bag, produced one 
of them, and, attaching a cord to its tail, tossed it 
on to the flat top of one of the village houses, 
where the smugglers suspected that tobacco leaves 
might be suspended on strings to dry. The 
Hard&i, in its endeavours to escape, attached 
itself to one of the strings and held tight. As soon 
as Khaleel's experienced hand felt that his living 
fishing-tackle had got a firm hold, he pulled hard — 
and down came ib& Harddn with the coveted 
tobacco. 

In the terrible Wady Esmain, the road led 
through the dry river bed, strewn with huge 
wasbed-down stones. The only sign of the past 
vdnter's moisture were a few Agnus castus plants. 

■ See Tikf Gny Trio. p. 20. 
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Along the high cMs and in the almost impenetrable 
brushwood a few leopards — the last of their kind 
— ^lay in wait for any stray animal, such as a goat 
or a lamb, that might come that way. * 

Day was about to break when, on the seccmd 
day of their march, the file of camels reached 
Battir — the Bether of Solomcm's Song.* Moosa 
and his men, tired and dusty, camped under the 
ohve-groves. Weary, too, were the animals, 
requiring no invitation to kneel down and be 
reheved of the sacks of tobacco, which were 
promptly hiddai away in the thickets near by, 
to be ready in case of emergency. Soon, everyone 
(even the guardians) was sound asleep, — everyone 
save the young sportsman Yesmjun 'Ali, who, ere 
he lay down to rest, slipped away with the quiet- 
ness of a leopard in the direction of one of the 
vineyards, now full of Hamdany, the largest and 
most luscious grapes in Palestine. As quick 
as lightning, he lifted the hedge and filled the 
corner of his Abba with sufficient fruit to last the 
party for the day. In a few minutes he was back 
again ; a moment later he himself was slumbmng. 
And for two hours the only sounds that could be 
heard were the heavy breathing of the sleepers and 
the crunching of the brushwood by the frugal 
lowland camels. 



■ Since the bnilding of the Jafia to Jernsalem railvniy in 1892 
leopards have entirely disappeared from this region. 
» ii. 17. 
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HI 

Khaleel Ibrahim and Ehmad Jabber had unfolded 
to Sherlf Moosa their plan for frustrating the vigi- 
lance of the tobacco-inspector of Jerusalem and it 
had received the diief's approval. They had 
talked the matter over whilst eating Yesm^n 
Ali's grapes, and the outcome of their conversation 
was that Ehmad Jabber had been deputed to set 
out immediately and with all speed for Jerusalem, 
a distance of eight miles from Battir. 

The day was still young when Ehmad, having 
passed tlurough the fertile Valley of the Roses 
with its many foimtains — one of which, near 
Welejeh, is said to be Philip's Well ^ — reached his 
destination. The Fellahat were still passing in and 
out of the Jaffa Gate with their round baskets of 
vegetables, or, squatting on the groxmd in the 
street, were offering them for sale. Ehmad lost 
no time in proceeding to the house of the Inspector, 
situated near the Damascus Gate, and foimd the 
Bowaab,* clothed in a spotless white gown and 
with an equally immaculate turban on his head, 
sittii^ at the entrance, reciting his prayers and 
marking the repetitions on his rosary. 

" Sabhak bilkher, — Good morning," said Ehmad. 

" Allah ye sabhak bil kher, — May God grant 
you a good morning," repUed the Bowaab. 

1 Acts of tiie Apostles, viii. 36. 

* One of ttas black janiton of Takmi, who, on account of their 
lepntation for faitiibilDesa, ar« noiversally em[doyed as guardians. 
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" Is the Efiendi at home ? " asked Ehmad. 

" Wallah musch *aref, — By God, I know not," 
ansivered the janitor evasively, for like all Orientals 
he was cautious in replying to direct questions. 

Ehmad Jabber made a sign to the keeper of the 
nearest cofiee-house to bring him two cups of 
moka and a small chair. When he had sat 
down in the street and begun sipping the hot cofiee 
with evident delight, he made further preparations 
for a lengthy stay by ordering two narghiles. 
Whilst the rose-water in the bottles of the pipes 
was gently bubbling and the smokers inhaled long 
draughts of the sweet-scented Persian Tombak 
(the only tobacco fit for a narghile), they conversed 
about the scarcity of water in Jerusalem, the dan- 
ger of a locust invasion and the trying times, as 
though the Inspector bad been long forgotten. 
But he was ever uppermost in Ehmad's mind, 
and he kept wcmdeaing how he should once more 
introduce the subject. . . . Better speak of the 
matter no more, he decided ; — ^it would be much 
more simple and infinitely pleasanter to sit there 
patiently imtil the Effendi appeared. So, when his 
first pipe was smoked, he called for a second, which 
the Kahwadji, or coffee-house keeper, prepared 
and presented in the orthodox manner. The 
Tombak was washed, the darkest water was 
squeezed away, the tobacco was piled on the 
pipe's head and the live coals w^e applied. 
Then, with his hand on his breast, the Kahwadji 
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set down the pipe in front of his customer — a 
wealthy customer indeed, since he could afford to 
sit there and smoke two consecutive narghiles I — 
and respectfully offCTed him the long tube of beau- 
tiful green leather, with its ivory mouthpiece. 
" Tefaddal — If you please," said the Madani, 
or townsman, in his own manner and idiom. 
" Eesht, — May you live for ever," — replied the 
countryman, briefly. And he instantly resumed 
his conversation with the Bowaab, hoping every 
moment that the Inspector would not be long. 
By this time he had learnt that the janitor's name 
was lladj Imhammad Abu Bekr and had heard 
how he had come by his title, — viz., by a seven 
years' stay in Mecca. A white man can receive 
the title of lladi (pilgrim) after a single pi^mage, 
but a negro must be present seven times at the great 
feast of 'Arafat to be entitled to add it to his name. 
And Imhammad Abu Bekr commented on this 
manifest injustice until Ehmad, whose thoughts 
were elsewhere, was conscious only of a meaningless 
torrent of words. 

At last, about twelve o'clock, Ehmad's patience 
was rewarded. There was a sotmd of quick 
footsteps alcmg a corridor and the Inspector, a 
small-statured man with a clean shaven face and 
diminutive moustache, and dressed, save for his 
fez, like a European, appeared throt^h the 
entrance. Ehmadrose,andwithadeepbowsaid: — 

" I have grave news, EfEendi." 
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" What is it ? " asked the Inspector, whose name 
was Abd-el-Kareem. A note of distrust and dis- 
dain, ever present in relations between townsmen 
and countiymen, or vice versa, was apparent in 
his voice. 

" I have information regardi:^ some tobacco 
smugglers," replied the Fellah, in a low tone. 
" But we must speak apart, if you would hear 
aU." 

Abd-el-Karean, who was in the custom of 
receiving information from outsiders — spies and 
traitors who readily sold themselves for a lew 
pieces of silver — walked a httle way down the 
street, with Ehmad at his side. When well out of 
earshot, Ehmad Jabber told a circumstantial story 
of how he had d^overed that certain " enemies " 
of his were on their way from the direction of 
Damascus with a consignm^t of tobacco ; how 
he had followed them under cover of the darkness 
and, through overhearing a conversation in an 
olive-grove, had learnt the hour at which they 
intended to smuggle thdr cargo over the Golden 
Gate. 

" With the swiftness of an eagle, I left them to 
talk over their evil designs," continued Ehmad. 
" For I was anxious that the Effoidi should receive 
the news and be ready to place his all-poweriul 
hand on these miscreants. But I have a condition 
to make— and only on that condition can I lead 
you, at the appointed hour, to the place where the 



lyGOOgIC 



A TRUSTFUL EFFENDI 65 

smuggl^^ will pass their goods over the walls, — 
namely, that you come alone and that when I have 
pointed out ^e band you will allow me to depart 
and hide. For I fear the vengeance of my 
enemies and would flee from them as before a 
\eper." 

Abd-el-Kareem Eifendi readily consented to 
this quite natural condition. Ehmad was a 
bom actor and the manner in which he displayed 
lear at every mention of his terrible enemies would 
have deceived a much astuter man than the 
Inspector. Besides, the Effendi was in a con- 
dition, p^chologically, to be deceived. For 
months he had been on the look out for an oppor- 
tunity to distinguish himself and win protection ; 
and here, at last, he saw his chance of rising to a 
higha: position and escaping from his generally 
humdrum life. 

The two men promised each other strict secrecy, 
and the Effendi having told his informant to be 
sure to call him at the appointed hour, they parted. 
And whilst Ehmad, with a faint smile on his hand- 
some face, hied to a favourite coffee-house, whwe 
he knew he would be sure to meet more than one 
po-son intoested in the illicit tobacco trade, the 
overjoyed Inspector hastened away to give orders 
to all his forces to lie in ambush near St. Stephen's 
Gate and to keep a sharp look out in the direction 
of the Damascus road, whence the Fellah had told 
him the smugglers were coming. 
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V 

Meanwhile, Muhammad Moosa was still in camp 
at Battir, south west of Jerusalem. The evening 
meal v/as in course of preparation, — a frugal meal 
of grapes and cakes baked on coals, just like those 
prepared for the Prophet Elijah.^ Every way- 
faring Fellah, carrying his floiu: in a leather bag, 
the Jrab, made of the skin of a kid, knows how to 
prepare these unleavened cakes and, like the 
children of Israel,' bake them on a roadside 
fire. 

When the sun had set, the sacks of tobacco were 
again brought forth, and quickly and silently 
the camels were loaded. The men inspected their 
weapons. Swords were sHghtiy oiled, so that 
they could be easily drawn from the wooden 
scabbards. The flints of the firearms were tested, 
and every gun and pistol was loaded, so that, 
in case of need, everyone would have firearms in 
double. There is no more suspicious person in the 
world than a Fellah. Friend or foe, smuggler or 
honest camel-driver, are all to be avoided in the 
darkness of the night. 

The three villages of Battir, Welejeh and Malha 
could be passed without being observed, for all 
are about ^ mile or so from the main road or the 
dry river-bed, and Fellahin go to bed early. The 
German colony on the Plain of Rephaim presented 
no very serious difficulty, although the colonists 

* I. Kings xix. 6. * Exodm xii. 39. 
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had lights and, even up to a late hour, were about 
their homes, or in the beer-houses. Foreigners in 
Palestine know httle or nothing of the doings or 
even the language of the inhabitants of the coxui- 
try. But there was some danger in crossing the 
Valley of Hinnom and in skirting the walls of 
Jerusalem, — past Zion's Gate, the Dung Gate, 
Ophel and the comer of the Temple. The senti- 
nels, howev^, were dozing and the night was 
faiily dark, consequently all these danger points 
were passed without incident. 

Since the doors of Jerusalem close about sunset, 
so that nobody can enter the city save through 
the Jafia Gate, on the western side, the Tiurkish 
sentinels posted near the five other entrances 
are not habitually vigilant ; the nearer midnight 
approaches the more they are inclined to slumber. 
On the August night when Shertf Muhammad 
Moosa and his six camels drew near to the walls of 
Jerusalem they were all sound asleep. The only 
watchers were Abd-el-Kareem Efiendi and Ehmad 
Jabber, waiting above the Gcdden Gate, and the 
Inspector's soldiers at St. Stephen's Gate, futilely 
peering into the darkness and straining th^ ears 
to catch the sound of camels and men on the 
march, — a sound which was never to come. The 
only other wakeful living things on the eastern 
walls of the Holy City were hundreds of ravens 
which croaked and flew up and down the for- 
tifications as though conscious that this quiet 
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place was for once to be the scene of some unusual 
occurrence. 

Nearer and nearer the silent-footed camels 
approached. Moosa and his men spoke not a word. 
All thar thought and energy was centred on the 
idea that th^ might have to fight, — on the danger 
of their enterprise, — on their eerie surroundings. 
They could not suppress a kind of superstitious 
terror, inspired by the indistinct outlines of the 
walls and buildings. The round head-like stones 
which project over the tombs in the Mohammedan 
cemetery (the tombs of bdievers haunted by the 
ghosts of those who had done evil In their lifetime) 
looked like so many guardians peeping out to 
detect them ; the sacred dome of the Mosque of 
Omar on the Haram above seemed like a gigantic 
mountain ready to topple over and crush them. 
Sherif Moosa wondered whether Ehmad Jabber had 
succeeded in his mission. Where was the Inspec- 
tor and his soldiers at that mom^it ? Would 
they have to fight, after all ? 

The Muazzin on the minaret beyond the pre- 
cincts of the Temple called the faithful to prayer : 
" Hei u 'alia saleh, — Awake and to your 
prayers I " It was midnight. 

Just then the well-known voice of Ehmad rar^ 
out through the stillness of the night : — 

" Friend or foe ? " 

" Friend," answered Muhammad, who was still 
with the leading camel. 



lyGOOgIC 



t: Go ogle 



ny Google 



OVER THE WALL e» 

And quietly and quickly he ordered his men to 
make the camels kneel against the walls^ awaiting 
the signal for passing the tobacco into the city. 

" They are here, Effendi/' whispered Ehmad to 
Abd-el-Kareem. " But they must have deviated 
from the Damascus road and so escaped the 
attention of the soldiers at St. Stephen's Gate. 
However, they shall not slip through our fingers. 
I have an idea. I will let you down the walls by a 
rope ; then I will go and inform the soldiers at 
St. Stepheai's Gate ; and whilst you are meetii^ 
them below I will rouse the sentinels, who surely 
must be slumbering at their posts. In this way 
we shall cut off their retreat — ^they will be as 
though within the meshes of a net. Quick, 
Effendi ! — we must act promptly, otherwise the 
enemy will escape us." 

Already Ehmad had drawn a rope from beneath 
his Tb6b and was fastraiing one end around 
Abd-d-Kareem's waist. The Inspector, over- 
anxious about his future, at once fdl in with the 
Fellah's proposals, and a few moments later was 
being slowly lowered over the walls. But when 
half-way down his progress stopped. The cun- 
ning Ehmad Jabber had gained his ends. Securdy 
fastening the rope to a projecting piece of rock, 
he left the EfFendi to swing in the air and grapple 
against the wall's rough masonry. 

A few minutes later, and not fifty yards away 
from where Abd-el-Kareem, foaming with rage. 
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was hanging, Ehmad's strong young arms had 
assisted Yesm^nAli to scale the walls of Jeru- 
salem. Together th^ hauled up the sacks of 
tobacco and passed them through the Temple 
to the well-known shops. 

Sherif Muhammad Moosa's camels and camel- 
drivers were half-way home again whoi, late 
the next morning, the scorched and exhausted 
Inspector was delivered from his trying position. . 
His first impulse was to make known this outrage 
on a Government official and seek out the offending 
Ehmad and his accomplices, but, feding as fociish 
as a fox taken in by a hen, he wisely decided to 
say nothing more about it, and thus the truth was 
long withheld hrom the pubUc. 
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EHMAD IMHAMAD'S VISION 

I HAD just read the 96th verse of the 2nd Sura of 
the Koran and was puzzled as to its exact meaning. 
European translators have not always been pre- 
cise, either in their translation of the Torah (Pen- 
tateuch) or in that of the Koran ; in spite of all 
thdr efforts, oracles have remained obsciu"e. 
However, here is very nearly the wording of the 
original text which set me thinking : — 

" Th^ (unbeUeving Jews) have followed the 
works which the demons prepared against King 
Solomon. (These works, as Yahia explains, were 
books of magic which the demons had hidden 
under the throne of Solomon. After the king's 
death they brought them forth and made the 
people believe that the king' s knowledge came from 
these books.) Solomon remained fervent and the 
demons alone were unbeUevers. They taught 
men the art of magic and the knowledge of the 
two angels Haroot and Maroot in Babylon. 
(Haroot and Maroot, Yahia continues to say, 
were sent to the earth, to Babylon, to teach justice. 
They indeed judged with equity until Venus, in 
all her splendour, came to plead against her hus- 
band. The Ang^ were dazzled by her beauty and 
charms, and told her of their feelings, whereupon 
she vanished. Consequently they were condemned 
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to remain in Babylon until Judgment Day.) 
The Angels told everybody before teaching him : 
We are the temptation, do not act against the 
belief. They taught concerning those things which 
brii^ forth division between a woman and her 
husband. But, without Allah's will, they could 
harm nobody. They taught what was harmful, 
nothing useful. They did not know that whoever 
buys books of magic cannot possess manners and 
clothes in a future life." 

How comes it, thought I, on reading this con- 
demnation of magic, based on an older passage 
in the Hebrew Bible, * that Ehmad Imhamad, a 
dervish of the Bedawi order who had given me 
much information r^arding those of his calling, 
should possess books of magic and foretell events 
by reading them in the sand ? Immediately the 
idea of consulting him on the subject occurred to 
me. But where was he likdy to be found ? As 
he was a ^^mdering dervish and gained a livelihood 
by his art, he might be wandering about the Plains 
of Sharon, somewhere between Ekron, the ancient 
Baal-zebub, ■ Naby- Rubin, near the mouth of the 
River Rubin, and Sheikh Sidna 'All, north of 
Jafia. Unless he were on the banks of the green 
River 'Auja ? There was but one way of deciding 
the question, — to jimip astride my horse and seek 

> Deuteronomy xviii. 10-11. 

* II. Kings i. 16. Flies (cebnb) are so nnmerons there that 
it is no wonder they were considered as a power, and pcrwer is a 
god. 
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him out. Accordingly I rode to Ms native village, 
Beit Dejan, near to the place where Dagon had his 
temple in the days of the Philistines. But he had 
departed that morning towards the south, possibly 
to Lydda or Ramleh, where he had many clients. 
However, afto: another hour in the saddle, I 
espied him sitting near Bir-ez-Zdbak, known as the 
well whore St. George met the dragon. 

He was dreaming in the sun, his short spear, 
ornamented with green and red ribbons round the 
base of the bladej stuck in the ground near him. 
His long black hair, parted in the middle, fell over 
his shoulders, and, since it had been freshly 
anointed with oil that vray morning, shone in the 
sunshine. He wore only a white flowing garment 
with a leather belt. Beside him lay a black mantle 
and a satchel containing sevoal tin cases, in which 
he kept his dervish diplomas, a few pieces of 
incense and alum, a few dates and fi^, and a 
small square book, tightly wrapped in green and 
red cloth and tied with silk strings. His bare 
feet, as wdl as his brown face and arms, were 
scrupulously clean, for he had not forgotten any 
of bis r^ular five prayers, including his ablutions, 
for a very long time. In his right hand he hdd a 
short ahnond rod, the Mehjan^, which most 
dervishes carry about with them, since it is said 
to have the power to heal the sick and drive away 
serpents. It reminded me of the rod of Moses. ^ 

* Exodus viL 
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Alighting from my mare, I tethered her to an 
olive tree and walked towards him with a greeting. 

" Good morning, oh Sheikh ! " 

"A hundred mornings with peace be yours, 
Abu Tuna," replied Ehmad Imhamad. 

He called me by the name under which I 
generally went in the East : Abu Tuna, — i.e,, 
the Father of Fortuna, the name of my eldest 
daughter. 

I handed him my tobacco-pouch and apologized 
for having forgotten the matches. Without wast- 
ing words, he opened a small leather purse and 
bringing out a square flint stone, a pece of steel 
and the fibres of a dry plant set them down beside 
us. After we had rolled our cigarettes in silence, 
he struck fire and handed me the small brand, 
saying : — 

" May its heat spare you." 

" And may you never feel its evil," I rephed, 
as I iH'epared to light my cigarette. 

A few more compliments passed between us, 
after which we sat smoking in silence ; and as the 
blue clouds went up in circles both of us meditated, 
— I thinking of how to b^;in the conversation and 
he of the questions that the Franji (Frank) had 
come to ask him. It was Ehmad who at last 
broke the silence. 

" Peace to you. How are you ? " 

" God's peace be with you," said I. " Thanks 
to Allah, ihe Lord of the Universe, — II Hamdu 
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lillah Rab d 'Alameen, — I came merely to see 
about your health." 

" Allah be praised t True friends find each 
other. Your politeness and good education speak 
out of you." 

" Oh I Sheikh, I am but a child compared to 
you and your exquisite vrays. Now that I have 
seen you, I beg you to allow me to continue on my 
way." 

Sajdng which I rose and stretched out my hand. 
But he took it and pulled me down to him, saying : 

" Stay awhile. It is some time since we talked. 
Are you in a hiirry ? Remember that Hurry is 
from Satan. God preserve us I Put away your 
Franji ideas and let us have a chat." 

Only too willing to do as he bid me, I sat down 
and touched his bag. 

" Ah I Sheikh, how full of knowledge this is. 
What is there imknown to you ? " 

And I took out his book of magic. 

" No," he said, " avoid that evil work. You 
know that, though I read it and by its help find 
the clue to many mysteries unknown to the sons of 
Adam, it really is wicked to use it. And I have 
taken a secret oath that I will destroy it as soon as 
Fate (Naseeb) calls me to a better way. To tell 
you the truth, they (the Jan or Genii) have revealed 
to me so many startling things that I think it is 
more comfortable not to know anything more 
about them. You know, quite as well as mysdi. 
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that when IbUs (the devil) lived quietly in Paradise, 
long before there were human beings, he had 
many children, who went about in peace in gardens 
with nmning waters of eternal life, purified wives 
and contentment, side by side with Allah who 
looked with love on his servants. But when Allah 
created Adam and Eve, and commanded Iblis 
to worship Adam, he refused and blasphemed with 
his children, 1 whereupon he was called Shatam, 
or Blasphemer, and sent to Earth with all his 
people. But as he drank Eternal Life Water he 
roams about imtil Resurrection Day doing what- 
ever harm he can to the sons of Adam. He it 
was who taught Haroot and Maroot the art of 
sorcery and magic, so that harm would continue." 

I was glad that Ehmad Imhamad had touched 
on the subject I had at heart, and I knew that 
once he had started he would tell me much more, 
provided that I did not show eagerness to know his 
secrets at once. 

" You know the 'Ajami whose shrine is up in 
the hills of the Jerusalem r^on," he went on, 
in a low voice. " Well, thanks to my book and 
cabalistic signs, he appeared to me right in his 
shrine, in the forest above Beit-Mahsir. It was a 
Thursday evening and I sat there beating ray 
drum, accompanying C3anbals and drums whidi 
were being beaten by unseen I^ons in honour of 
the Wely, as the spirits of departed do-vishes 

' Koran, Snra ii. verse 32. 
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usually do when humans do not accomplish their 
devotions. I was just in the act of burning 
incense when sudd^y a bright yellowish light 
burst forjh near the M^ab (prayer-niche) and the 
'Ajami himself appeared in long flowing robes, 
amidst the clash of golden cymbals and the beating 
of a silver drum covered with gazelle hide. He 
bowed and rose, surroimded by green and red fires, 
the smoke of which filled all the Mosque (Jame') ; 
only, tinlike ordinary smoke, it did not hurt 
the eyes but gave forth a precious odour of rose- 
water and mjrrrh. ' Neither move nor speak,' 
said the 'Ajami, in a solemn voice. ' Beware of 
interrupting me, either by signs or by words. 
List^i to all that I have to tell you, otherwise, 
at the least indication of awe or astonishment, I 
shall strike you — perhaps dead — and all will 
vanish.' Acquiescing in my heart, I felt soft silk 
cushions all about me, and when I was tired my 
position was changed, as if someone had guessed 
my feelings. At the same time the 'Ajami began 
to speak in a clear voice, softer than the evening 
breeze which murmured in the fir-trees roxmd his 
abode, more melodious than the song of the 
thistle-finch and yet as energetic as if his words 
had been of sted. He gave me permission to 
repeat every word of what he said, if I chose to 
do so when back again among humans ; but at 
the same time, as I was then a sorcerer, he called 
upon me to abandon magic and follow God. 
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Of course^ as long as I lived l^ my wicked art, I 
could not utter the name of Allah. My ' God 
preserve us from him ' ^ was not efficacious, so I 
left that for others to pronounce. But thanks to 
Him, the Creator of the Universe, I am back again, 
and thanks to my Lord the 'Ajami, though I am 
not of his dervishes, I f otmd the right way once more. 
" * Listen,' said the 'Ajami. ' If I change my 
place or go further off, do not attempt to follow me, 
for I will let you hear me no matter how far away 
I am.' And saying this he took breath and stood 
above the ground, with his spear turned in the 
direction of El Kuds esh Shareef (jCTusalem). 
' My name is 'Ajami and a Stranger I always was. 
I Imow that the sons of Adam think my name 
means " a Persian " or " the bearer of date-stones," 
but I know best. I was created in Paradise with 
l^cms of other beings ; and in his wisdom Allah 
knew that some would be his servants for ever, 
some were destined to go down on Earth and be 
human beings for a time, as prophets, saints, 
wdies ; some would revolt against his orders for a 
fraction of eternity and be converted again, whilst 
others would be turned into hell-fire and, with 
Iblis, do harm amoi^ mankind. Paradise is the 
garden above the skies and from the central roots 
of the central tree flow brooks of milk and hon^. 
As I was among the Just, I was allowed to drink 

* Ehmad Imhamad would not villiD^y repeat Satan's name. 
He almost invariably said eitiiei " faim ' oc them." 
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the water of the Kowthar River, the principal 
stream in Eden, which flows in a bed of precious 
stones with the veiy banks all strewn with gems. 
Its water— giving eternal life — ^is sweeter than 
honey, whiter than milk, colder than snow, 
softer than cream, and I carried it to my lips in 
silver cups deposited there for the use of the Just. 
As I was a Stranger, El Kadri, £1 Badawi, £1 
Dsuki and El £rfa4 vr&e jealous that I should 
receive the same privilege as many others of the 
Just and always strove against me, knowing that i 
was destined to go to Earth and become a Wely. 
I again met these leaders of dervish orders in 
Palestine and they fought against me and stiU 
continue to do so. 

" ' Now recollect that when Allah created the 
first Angel as was revealed to oxu- prophet later, 
he was so enormous that he had 70,000 heads and 
each head had 70,000 faces, each face 70,000 mouths 
and each mouth 70,000 tongues. Each tongue 
could speak 70,000 dialects, and as God's praise 
was being sung by every tongue a new spiritual 
creature, an Angd, was formed. Thus were the 
seven heavens peopled. But one of the clans had 
Iblis, with his children, the J&n, as chief, and when 
Allah finally created Adam and ordered Iblis 
to worship this last creation, he refused and was 
turned out of heaven with his host to live on the 
islands and on the mountains of the earth, ^ or 

1 Konn. Snra iL 32. 
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to go to and fro on the face of the earth, ' where 
they will have time to repent until Judgment Day, 
wh^t the most wicked were sent to Jehunum 
(Hell) to fill that place. « " Aouzi Billah !— My 
strength is in God I " exclaimed the 'Ajami at this 
point, and his voice thundered through the still- 
ness of the night, for the dervishes had vanished 
and only the sacred yellow light continued to 
illuminate the abode clearer than the brightest 
July day. 

" ' Adam was as tall as a palm tree and Eve 
was very beautiful,' continued my teacher. ' But 
they ate of the forbidden fruit and were put down 
on earth. ' As the sons of Adam multiply and die 
the righteous go back to Paradise, where, as a 
recompense, Allah has commanded that the most 
delicious fruits shall be presented to them on a 
silver plate by an angel. None but good believers 
and such as have observed the Koran and fasted 
in Ramadan will receive the fruit. The Moslem 
who opens it sees a splendid Houii come out. 
These Houris are of four different colours, the 
sacred colours of Islam : the first white, the 
second green, the third yellow, and the fourth red. 
Their bodies are composed of saffron, musk, amber 
and incense ; and should they spit on the groimd 
the whole place will smell of musk. They have no 
veils and show their black eyebrows ; they rest 
under pearl-embroidered tents, containing seventy 

> Job i. 7. * Sara vU. 178. * Sura vii. 23. 
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couches of rubies, each with seventy mattresses, 
on which seventy slaves attend them, with their 
maids, each holding a new suit of light transparent 
clothes for a change ; and they are transparent 
unto the bones. 

" ' But in spite of all heavenly ddights, those 
children of Allah came to the earth and took wives 
from the sons of Adam, ^ and though they had be«i 
taught Allah's laws and reUgion, they soon followed 
the teachings of the J^ and the Shairtm, 
who led them to evil." They worshipped Baal 
and Ashteroth, and put up idols on the high 
mountains, upon the hills, and under every green 
tree.* Of course, my abode here in Beit-Mahsir 
is like the abodes of all the Just mea and WeUes 
spread all over Palestine ; we have simply takai 
the places of the older gods. For, in spite of the 
efforts of the lawgivers to break down the altars, 
destroy the pillars and bum the groves, mankind 
has always liked these retired i^ces best and come 
back to them. Now, when they continued, 
AUah sent the Torah by Moses. To him be 
prayers and peace I But without success. The 
Jews continued in the old ways and worshipped 
the gods whom their forefathers had worshipped. 
Once he changed them into monkeys for having 
worked on a sabbath on the shores of the Red 
Sea. But still they continued in their idolatrous 

> G«tt«ds vii. 2. ' Leviticus xvii. 7. 

* Deatertnxnny xii. 2. 
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ways. After showing patience for 500 years 
He found them worshipping Shairlm.^ So Allah 
sent the Gospel (In^e) by 'Esa^ the son of Maiy. 
Prayer and peace be to him. But the Christians 
again set up idols in their temples and worshipped 
in the high places. Finally, the Prophet — to him 
be prayers and peace I — came and received the 
Koran from the heavenly table.' But still the 
people believed that they (the JIta) could be wor- 
shipped and still they continue to believe in thear 
power — Christians, Jews, and Moslems alike. 

" ' The Jin were submitted to Solomon. Peace 
be to him ! They were ordered by Allah to work 
for him, and how could he have built the temple, 
the pillars, the molten sea and his palaces without 
their aid ? * When Solomon was overlooking 
his JSn workers, now and then one would disobey, 
and immediately he was sent to hell. They were 
so frightened by this severity that when 'Ozrafil 
the Angel of Death, cut short Solomon's days, 
as he was sitting leaning on his stick, he remained 
for forty years in the position of an oversew 
though dead, and had not a worm gnawed the 
stick, causing the dead king to fall down, they 
would never have known what had happened and 
would have continued their work. « 

" ' When 'Esa was on earth (to him be prayers 

* I. Chroiiicles, xi. 15. * Sura vii. I. 

* Sura xxxiv. 12. I. Kings vii. 13-22. 

* Sura xxziv. 13. 
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and peace t) the Jkn, in a group oi seven, as they 
always like to be, took possession of Mary Mag- 
dalene and were driven out by him. ^ Of course, 
some were converted to Judaism, others to Qiris- 
tianity, and when the Prophet (to whom be peace 1) 
was reading the Koran at daybreak under a palm- 
tree, seven Jewish J4n hstened and were so 
impressed that they rose and were conv^ted to 
Iskm » and continued to preach and make con- 
verts among their sectarians, so that many 
became Moslems.^ And whenever Mohammed 
prayed these J4n would respectfully arise and 
listen in awe. They first hved in Arabia and 
Nineveh, but by and by approached and followed 
in the traces of mankind. They tried to enter 
Paradise again, but were repelled by meteors, 
which we still see. 

" ' Happily there are innumerable good angels, 
of whom 70,000 pray daily in the celestial Kaaba. 
They have brought down to Mecca the model of 
an earthly Kaaba, which was built by Jkn by 
divine order. Ev^y man has his guardian angels : 
two by day and two by night, who write down 
every deed and carry it, alternately, to the throne 
of Allah, avraiting Judgment Day. Every 
believer looks at his angels at the end of his 
prayers ; he turns his head right and left, for then 
they are on his shoulders. 

" ' In his divine providence. He has allowed 

1 Lake vtil. 2. ■ Snra xlvL 28. * Sura Ixxii. 13. 
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the diiierent spirits to take different forms to 
accomplish their various functions ; and as they 
generally live in caves and all places underground 
where the sons of Adam live, they very often share 
not only human joy and sorrow but also partake 
of human food and on solenm occasions use human 
garments. For instance, shoxJd the imprudoit, 
when sowing or reaping, threshing or carrying 
things home, poining out or preparing breads 
lajdng it in the oven or puttii^ it before the family, 
drinking or lyii^ down to sleep, rising or washing, 
starting from home^ dressing or undressing, omit 
to say Bism Illah (In the name of Allab)^ the 
ever-ready J4n have a good opportunity and 
carry away their share to feast on it. And good 
times they have, for there are many wicked 
people among the three churches here in the land. 
Certainly the Jto make no difference between 
them. Every denomination has to use its own for- 
mula — they cannot approach a Jew who has 
Adonai in mind, nor a Christian who never forgets 
" the name of the cross." Tliey seem to take 
pleasure in teasing imprudent believers, but will 
not trouble with freetfiinkers. 

" ' As on earth, there are men and wom^j 
among the J4n, and sometimes they intermarry 
with humans. Does not the Torah say that they 
came to marry ? ^ Female J&n sometimes f^ 
in love with humans, and are very jealous and 

* Geneaia vi. 2. 
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strike them, if they smile at other women, so that 
these men have the " earth's sickness." * When 
living in human habitations they prefer the hearth 
and the threshold ; therefore, humans never step 
on the threshold on entering a room, and never 
pour water on the hearth, which would be followed 
by immediate punishment, as the JSn will not 
suffer their dwelling-place to be soiled. They 
have always lived there. Some are believers,' 
and as you do not know them you had better 
nev«: interfere with them. This was always 
known. 'Did not the old lawgiver Hoses (to 
him be peace I) forbid his peopde to revile the 
Alhim, which are the same as the J^. ' 

" ' Wherever Nature has been most wonderful 
the JSn will certainly be found. Springs of 
water, waterfalls, rivers, wells, deserts and curious 
rocks, cliffs and seas, caverns and mountain tops 
are all Maskoon (inhabited by J4n). They are 
able to take whatever form they please. Thus, 
in Tiberias, l^ons of J^ warm the hot springs 
and are vigilant not to miss the imprudent intruder 
if he forgets his duty. But, curious to say, thwe 
no " Bismillah " is necessary. In olden days 
on Mount Sinai it was forbidden to take the name 
of Jehovah in vain, * but the command becoming 
usdess, as the people continued in their evil ways, 
th^ all of them now, in synagogues, mosques or 

> Epilepsy. ■ Snra Ixxii. 14. 
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churches, use and abuse it. But Allah is merciful 
and of great kindness. 

" ' The precious metals, mines and treasures 
are specially guarded by Guardian Spirits or 
Rasads. All take forms : here as a ram buttii^, 
there as a camel or a foal, again as an cAd Sheikh 
or a young bride. 

" ' Away from high roads and human habi- 
tations, on sandy wastes and rocky regions there 
is the Gh&l, v^ch, as its name indicates, is 
insatiable and often devours women and children. 
Most of them have names of animals and are 
called d<^, cat, wolf, fowl, lion, ram, camel, raven, 
eagle, serpoit and so forth ; therefore you must 
never say to a child " I will give you to the wolf" 
or *' Raven, come and take it," as they obey to 
the letter. The GhAl will certainly appear in the 
form of a wolf or that of a raven and seize what, 
thoughtlessly, he was bidden to take away. 

" ' As Paradise has hving beings, water, food 
and trees, animals have not been altogeth^ 
excluded. But only such as have been of use to 
Holy Men during their sojotun on earth have 
received admission and can be seen there. First 
of all there is the ram, which was sacrificed by 
Abraham on Moriah, feeding in the meadows, as 
well as the lamb of Ishmael, the cow which Moses 
presented to the Israelites,* the whale which 
swallowed Jonah, the ant which Solomon set 

* Nnmbera xix. 2. 
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forth as an example, ^ the hoopoe which was in the 
temple at Jerusalem, the ass which carried Jesus 
to Jerusalem on Palm-Sunday, the horse which 
carried Elijah to heaven, and which was the 
same as El Khadr (St. G«M-ge) used to fight the 
dragon, the dog which vratched at the entrance 
to the cave of the seven sleepers, the camel which 
carried away Mohammed in the H^ira from 
Mecca, and finally the bees which have healing 
virtues in their honey.'* 

" The 'Ajami now paused a moment to see 
what effect his words had had upon me. Being 
spirituaUsed, I could read his thoughts, and knew 
that he would now take me through the air and 
under the ground, to shrines and sanctuaries, and 
show me every spot in the length and breadth of 
the land. On my forehead he set an amulet of 
paper on which was written, ' We gave Solomon 
power over the tempest; it blew morning and 
evening,** and, taking me up on his shoulders, 
left the Makftm. 

" In less time than it takes to tell you, we were 
worshipping in the Beit el Makdas, the Holy of 
Holies in Jerusalem, wh«:e we saw myriads of 
spirits at their devotions. We flew to the Dead 
Sea. The J4n were there, dancing and making 
merry as in Lot's da3rs. Suddenly I found myself 
on Mount Carmel, where the wicked spirits of the 
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prophets of Baal were still delighting in the wor- 
ship of that god. Then we came to the borders of 
Egypt, soutii of Gaza ; — a country overflowing 
vdth JSoi, who become more numerous once 
you are out of the Holy Land. It was there that I 
noticed how many J4n followed the humans, just 
as though they were their shadows, with their 
feet stuck to their feet and their heads below the 
earth. We saw them sorrowii^ at ftmends, 
rejoicing at weddings, and playing mischievous 
tricks, especially among the young people. Pass- 
ing a number of cemeteries, I saw old and yoimg 
men and women spirits roaming about on the 
graves. 'Ajami put his finger to his mouth and 
said in a whisper, ' Speak not a word should you 
see departed friends, for they are waiting here iot 
Judgment Day and would be only too glad to 
take any human to their miserable company.' 
We could see Christians, Jews and Moslems, 
Uving in Ramleh, pass along the road and never 
turn round to look, or say a word ; they knew 
that on Thursday nights ghosts were more Uvely 
there, and that a harsh word or mockery at the 
souls would result in their being snatched away by 
them. Ah I yes, I have seen the green-mantled 
Welies on the green heights, the white-bearded, 
hook-nosed prophets in Hebron and Safed, and the 
cross-marked armoured knights, all vigilant guar- 
dians of the places in which they were buried 
centuries ago. And, side by side, were homed 
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monsters, which I knew to be Baals, all appearing 
and disappearing at will, and I wished in my heart 
I had beoi at home with my wife and children. 
But the 'Ajami thought I had not yet seen enough, 
so he set me down on the walls of the pool of 
Mamilla,^ where I could overlook the vast ceme- 
teries belonging to departed Moslems. "Iliere 
also was Zion with its Christian tombs of every 
denomination, and, possessing the power to see 
through the slopes to the Mount of Olives, my 
eyes fell on slabs without number in Hebrew whidi 
told me that they covered the Jews waitii^ around 
the Sanctuary for the sound of the trumpet to 
arise and be judged by Mohammed. 

" Whenever I had a wish the 'Ajami knew it. 
Having had no explanation about ' that which 
divides a woman from her husband,' he once more 
carried me to the Moslem quarter, above the 
Damascus Gate, and showed me ugly female 
spirits accompanying pregnant women and newly 
married damsels. ' That is the Kariny,' ■ said 

■ The itpper pool of Gihoo. 

■ Perhaps " Karmy," {K^ ). is derived from the word 
Kara, "to hate." The "Kari-Chang" is a Chinese law of 
abstinence and devotion, containing twenty -seven articles. 
During this kind of Lent season, strictly observed in Formosa, 
no serious transactions are allowed, snch as building, beginning 
an enterprise, selling hides, sowing, manufacturing arms, marrying 
or having inteicourse with women, giving names to the new-bom, 
or going on a journey. The law h^ its origin in an ugly Formoean 
who, mocked by his people, prayed to be removed to heaven, 
where he became a divini^. Tran^essors of the law were 
severely punished. (Chinese myth.) Iibe " Cuines " were women 
of Caiia who were hired to mourn the dead. (Greek legend.) 
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the 'Ajami. ' She puts hatred between man and 
wife ; she makes women miscarry, or barrel ; 
she makes m«i impotent and turns their minds 
towards other women, or women towards other 
men.' I trembled, for I knew that this must be 
the loathsome Kariny mentioned in the Koran 
and already known to Solomon, who taught people 
to wear amulets to hinder her detestable work. 

" Seeing my fear, the 'Ajami hurried me through 
space and then below the earth, where JSn were 
gathered in bathing establishments, oil-mills and 
cemeteries, — ^in short, in all those public places 
where J4n gather most freely. We went to 
sanctuaries and saw the presiding saint assuming 
any form he liked. In I^ir esh Sheikh he was a 
swarm of bees defending his abode ; at another 
holy spot was a mounted horseman with a flowing 
beard, a green mantle and a ^>ear in his hand. 
We saw the guardians (Rasads) taking the most 
fantastic forms and humans of all denominations 
respect them ; then thousands of years passed by 
and the same religious forms in the very same 
places reappeared. The worshippers spoke of 
Baal, El, and Allah, — that was ^e only change, 
and this change was so slight that they hardly 
noticed the difference from one generatitm to 
another. Then I knew that I was in the Immov- 
able East and was glad to have been bom to 
live and die in my pure Arabic creed and language. 

"Above and below the earth we travelled; 
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into churches, mosques, s3magogues, and ruined 
sanctuaries we entered. Then we flew back to 
Zion. There, as in Mamilla, down in Kedron, 
and on the slopes of the Mount of OUves, myriads 
of phantoms and spirits of all forms moved about. 
Jebusites and Amorites, Hebrews of pre-Baby- 
lonian days, Machabees, Greeks, Romans, Moslems, 
Franks, and Palestine Christians were all con- 
gr^;ated there, anxiously waiting, with eyes turned 
towards the East, for the Day to come. 

" Once more the 'Ajami took me up and set 
me down, — ^this time on the minaret of Naby 
Daoud. The tomb of David was the best obser- 
vatory he could have chosen. From this holy 
elevation, sacred to all human beii^, he again 
pdnted to the East. ' The night is far spent,' he 
said. ' Light will come very soon ! Put away 
your books and once more follow the ways of 
Allah) unless you would partake of the fate of 
those you will presently see.' He spoke in 
such a solemn tone that I could not resist the 
temptation to look round. But my guide had 
disappeared. 

" Suddenly sulphurous fimies and the odour of 
bitumen filled the air, just as if the submarine 
volcanoes of the Sea of Lot (the Dead Sea) were 
in action. Tlie earth trembled. Iblis with his 
l^ons of Shaiateen (Demons), clothed in fire and 
with fiery hooks in their hands, trooped from the 
desert of Judah, dancing and whirling round and 
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round,— whistling and shrieking as they approached. 
Small, hairy Shaiiim (sat3T5) hopped around them, 
pulling each other's ears, hair and tails, with 
indecent demeanour. The troglodjrte Ghules, per- 
fectly globular, rolled up the hills on the long 
spikes which surrounded their bodies, hedgehog 
fashion. Their glowing red eyes, formed of bright 
glow-worms, sent forth piercing looks, whilst 
in thdr huge stomachs the half-decayed bodies of 
devoured children could be seen rolling from one 
side to the other. Towering Mareds,^ with evil 
looks, passed by me with rhythmic paces, now 
blowing up their ethereal bodies until they were 
miles in height and had become as thin as lofty 
palms, now settling down and becoming like flat 
wheels laid on their axes, producing the while 
the queerest and most terrifying sounds. My 
blood stood still. Yet the terrible procession 
continued as noisy as a great cavalry charge. 
BuUs rushed forth, blowing fire from their nostrils ; 
camels, foaming at the mouth with rage, shot 
forth their tongues until they were several yards in 
length ; black horses with steel hoofs galloped 
wildly over the flint pavement, sending sparks 
like meteors &ying about the graves, and I knew 
that these were disguised Rasads (guardians). 
With hideous grimaces, monk^-like Krid and 
Afarid climbed trees, cemetery walls and tombs, 
peeped into ossuaries, dragged forth skulls and 

> Sura xxxvii. 7. 
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limbSi and hurled them at each other with satyric 
laughter. In the rear came the J^, grimacing at 
each other, yelling and howling, now approaching 
and fixing their eyes upon me, now withdrawing 
with distorted dances. How I wished, as I 
felt their hot breath upon my face, that I was 
again in my native village t I thought my last 
moment had come, and that there was no more 
time to rq>ent. For behold I on the walls of 
Zion, with a shining sword in his hand, stood 
•Ozrafil, the Angel of Death, to cut short my days. 
Alas I I concluded, it is my fate to go down to 
HeU-fire. 

" But suddenly the scene chained : the mon- 
sters and hideous apparitions left the Sacred 
devation and were replaced by new forms which 
poured in by myriads from the north, south, east 
and west. They came and gathered as it were for 
Judgment on the platform of the holy rock. Their 
odour was so old, so mouldy, that I knew at once 
they had been lying in the earth many thousands 
of years, long before oiu- oldest writers on the 
Canaanites and Themudians, long before Abraham 
and Ishmael. From Wad en Nar and Er Rahib 
a procession of Baal-worshipping homed forms 
came, bearing with them an odour of burning 
flesh, the result of their Moloch abominations ; 
from Kedron trooped millions of beings each with a 
triangle and four strange letters on his or her fore- 
head ; and from all the battlefields, near and far. 
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there marched past, in rank and file, soldiers 
marked with crescents and crosses. Everywhere 
gravestones were upheaving. The Greek ossuary 
on Zion let out Its confused cross-marked forms ; 
the rock-tombs of Hinnom, the most heteroditic 
figures, for the strangers arriving at El Kuds had 
been buried in the foreigners' graves ; the Well of 
Souls (the Blr el-Arwah) opened wide its mouth 
beneath the Sakhra and the souls of departed 
believers stepped out with joyous countenance, 
for they knew that Mohammed had fwomised to 
save his own nation ; the tombs of the Prophets, 
of the Judges, and of the Kings sent forth 
their contingents in solemn procession to be 
judged. 

"This El Kuds is a veritable city of tombs 
and dead, thought I, ready to give up the ghost 
to *0zra61. If I have time to repait, shall I be 
amongst the chosen ? Veiily I am of the Ummy 
(nation of the Prophet). 

" At that moment a loud roaring all over the 
universe was heard. It came from the south. 
My flesh began to creep as I heard its voice say, 
' The people have not believed our teachings.' * 
The monster which called out with this awful 
voice was more fearful to behold than the apocalyp- 
tical ' red dragon with seven heads and ten horns 
and seven crowns, whose tail drew the third part 

■ Inn ia-Naas kaanu biayatina la youquannn — Sura xxvii. 
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of the stars, dragging them to earth.* ^ This 
one came from Mecca and y^as covered all over 
with long stiff hair and feathers. It possessed 
two wings and was as brown as a bear. The half 
of its body was like a cat, its breast was that of a 
lion, its\ tail that of an enormous fat-tailed ram, 
and its head that of a bull. It had the eyes of a 
pig, the ears of an elephant, the horns of a stag, 
and an ostrich's neck. Its broad feet were like a 
camel's, and as it thimdered over Jerusalem it 
crushed the unbelievers with its immense hoofs. 
There was a general flight towards Silo^m and the 
desert in the east, towards Birket es-Sultan,' 
and the valley of Hinnom, in the west, where 
centuries ago the ancestors of the Hebrews offered 
human and other sacrifices to Moloch. Standing 
on my observatory, I was paralysed with fear. 
Oh ! how I wished I had never bought those 
forbidden books I 

" As the wish passed through my mind, a faint 
streak of light above the Mount of OUves announced 
the arrival of the Bright Spirit. ' Aouzi bi 
Rab il fallaq ' ' I exclaimed. The Angel Gabriel, 
with his yellow turban, filled the sky and his 
sword brought forth the dawn. I passed my 
hand through my beard, as is commanded when 
daylight is announced, and with a loud voice I 
cried, ' Eshhad ino la lUaha ill Allah wa 

> Revelations xii. 3-4. * The lower pool of Gihon. 

* " My protection is in the Lord of the Dawn. Snracxui. I. 
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Miihanunad Rasiil Allah I ' ^ scanning eveiy 
syllable and moaning in my anguish. 

" And lo and behold I I saw the fir-trees above 
the ' Ajami's abode moving slightly to and fro as, 
in the first streaks of daylight, the morning breeze 
passed through the branches and proclaimed the 
name of Allah. Whereupon I repeated my con- 
fession of faithj proclaiming his glory at Dawn 
of Day. * I realised, then, that I had never moved. 
I was still sitting on the same spot above Beit- 
Mahsir. Yet my spirit had seen the world and 
what is in and above it all over the Holy Land. 
And so I promised to leave magic and try, by 
better ways and reading the Koran, to gain eternal 
Ufe." 



Tlie sun was fast declining and about to plunge 
in the Mediterranean when Ebmad Imhamad 
came to the end of the story of his vision, and as 
the last fierce rays struck the Mountains of Judah 
they seemed to be alive with the spirits he had 
evoked. I rose and thanked him. 

" Ebmad Imhamad," said I. " You have 
done a better day's work than you would have 
done by necromancing. Come and let us have 
another talk in Jaffa very soon." 

» " I witness that there is but one God, Allah, and tiiat 
HohammM is his Apostle." 
■ Sura XX. 130. 
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" In Sha-Allah !— If Allah wills I " I heard him 
say as I mounted my mare. 

Then I turned my face homewards, to arrive 
after darkness and put down these notes as faith- 
fully as possible for the benefit of those occidental 
readers who do not fully comprehend oriental 
knowledge and belief. 
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THE GARDENS OF SOLOMON 
I 

" I made me great works ; I bnilded me hoosea ; I planted me 
vineyards ; I miade me gardens and parks, and I [danted trees 
in them of all lands of frnit : I made me pools of water, to water 
therefrom the forest where trees were reared." 

ECCLZSIABTBS U. 4-6. 

Whenever the month of Rabee comes and the 
subtle influence of the Spring begins to make 
itself felt, I hear the call of the Orient. A thou- 
sand times a day the sweet swnmons drags me 
from mmidane occupations and carries me back 
to the scenes of my youth. It comes to me — 
clear and irresistible — from a multitude of sources ; 
it makes its welcome appeal through all the 
avenues of sense. The sight or scent of a flower 
on one of the slopes above my Riviera home, the 
configuration of a hill or the geological nature of 
the soil, the blue expanse of the Mediterranean 
as I turn to rest on my peregrinations towards the 
Maritime Alps, the taste of a fruit, or sometimes 
the very breath of the air, are all allurements, to 
set the stream of reminiscence flowing and make 
me yearn for the East. How my thoughts fly 
back, and how I feel inclined to cry, with Matthew 
Arnold : — 

"Quick, thy tablets, Memory I" 

In a moment — and on those occasions all physical 
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ties to earth seem to be severed — I am back, once 
more, on Mount Hermon, tracing the three springs 
of the Jordan and pa3ring homage to the magni- 
ficent snowy peak of Djebel-esh-Sheikh.^ Ottice 
more, the valley of £1 Ghor and the Mountains of 
Moab are spread out before me. Once more, I 
am wandering along the Bedawtn-infested shores 
of the Dead Sea, or swimming with my brother 
to the island which has since disappeared beneath 
its bitter waters. " Mountains and valleys, rivers 
and seas, ruins and shrines, — all the old familiar 
places of the land of my birth pass, one by one, like 
moving pictures, during those spring-time dreams. 
There is always, however, one vision that pre- 
dominates when Rabee stirs the blood. It is that 
of Urtas,' a little village within a few miles of 

* " The chief of moxintains," as the Arabs call it 

* The disappearance of this little island, which was sitnated 
about half a mile from the shore at the northern end, ia a proof 
of the interesting fact that the Dead Sea is increasii^ in size. 
The maps of the Palestine Exploration Fund of twenty years ago 
dearly mdicated it, and it is also shown in a photograph taken 
about 1882. 

* Befening to Urtas, Edward Robinson writes {BMical 
lUseanhes in PaUsHiu, Vol. II, pp. 168} : " The place is still 
inhabited, Utongh the houses are m mina, — the people dwelling 
in caverns among the rocks of the steep declivity. Mere are 
manifest traces of a site of some antiquity, — the foundation of a 
square tower, a low thick wall of large squared stones, rocks hewn 
and scarped, and the like. If we are to look anywhere in this 
quarter for Etam, which was decorated by Solomon with gardens 
and streams of water, and fortified by Rehoboam along with 
Bethlehem and Tekoa, and whence,too, according to the Rabbins, 
water was carried by an aqnednct to Jerusalem, I know of no 
spot so probable as this spot." 

With all due deference to this authority, I am of the opinio^ ■ 
that Robinson was misled by the ruins ot a fortreas just above th« 
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Bethlehem, — a seemingly dry and barren spot, 
but one, in reality, whose loose grey calcarious 
gravel makes it pre-eminently suitable for the 
production of fine fruit. And within its narrow 
glen, enclosed to right and left by nigged hill- 
slopes, and watered by an ever-running brook, the 
most luscious apricots, peaches, pears, figs, and 
other kinds of frmt were indeed grown, when, as a 
youth, I lived with my brothers in the flat-roofed, 
fortress-Uke house which stood on the eminence 
above our plantations. Those fruit trees of Urtas, 
gay with innumerable blossoms or weighed down 
by fruit fit for the tables of kings and princes, — 
the bright blue sky seen through the branches as I 
lay beneath them dreaming, — the singing of the 
birds, — the murmur of the brook, — and the fragrant 
odour of the plants <m which our bees ioxmd so 
plentiful a harvest* made up a never-to-be-for- 
gotten picture. When told that this was the site 
of the Gardens of Solomon, who can wonder that I 
acceptied the statement as something more than 
an old wife's tale ? Who can wonder that I read 

Urtas sfffing, and that Etam was really situated about a mile 
away, oa the site of Khirbet el-Khokh, near 'Ain Etan and the 
lowest of the Fools of Solomon. Had the anthor of Biblical 
Researches in Palestine observed the remains and the sprii^ <rf 
Etan he woald, I think, have modified his views in favour of my 
theory, which, I may add, has been supported by more modem 
authorities. 

1 The thyme boney of Urtas is comparable to the renowned 
honey from Hotmt H3rmettn8, in Greece, and was probably well 
known in Solomon's time for its deUcious aroma. See the Song of 
,SoIomon iv. 11, "Thy lips, my spouse, drop as the honeycomb ; 
tijcmey and milk are under ttiy tongue." 
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and re-read the Song of Solomon and found in it a 
confirmation of that legend ? If the great king's 
pleasure-grounds were anywhere, where else could 
they be save in the little paradise of Urtas ? 
What other place so well accorded with the words, 
" Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. 
For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and 
gone ; the flowers appear on the earth ; the time 
of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of 
the turtle is heard in our land. The fig-tree 
putteth forth her green figs, and the vines v/iih the 
tender grape give a good smell." * Many other 
passages of the Song of Songs seemed to me to be 
insfHred by those lovely surroundings. " My 
beloved is gone down into his garden to the beds 
of spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather 
lilies ... I wCTit down into the garden of nuts 
to see the fruits of the valley, and to see whether 
the vine flourished and the pomegranates budded. 
. . . Let us get up early to the vin^ards, let 
us see if the vine flourish, whether the grape 
appear, and the pomegranates bud forth . . . " ' 
^d what of Solomon's Pools, situated near the 
Saracenic castle of K41at el-Bihak, some half an 
hour's journey from otu- ruined village ? Could 
there be any doubt in my youthful mind, nourished 
on Maundrell, Robinson, and other writers, that 
these colossal waterworks and the hidden " sealed 

> The Song of Solomon ii. 10-13. 

* lie Song of Solomon vi. 2, 11 ; vii. 12. 
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fountain " near by were the " pools of water " 
referred to in Ecclesiastes and part of that gigantic 
S5'stem of irrigation which transformed the whole 
of the region into a veritable earthly paradise ? 
... No ; it was beyraid dispute that there before 
me lay the gardens of the great and wise king. 

But before the days of Solomon another of my 
favourite Bible heroes had trod the sacred soil of 
Urtas. The young shepherd David, leading his 
flocks there from Bethlehem, must surely have 
been inspired by the streams and rugged land- 
scapes of my home ; and it pleased me to 
fancy that, as he played upon his N^y^, ^ he com- 
posed there his 23rd Psahn, since he speaks of 
" the Lord his Shepherd, who made him lie down in 
green pastures and led him beside the still waters." ' 
In no other place near Bethlehem do you find 
either pastures or a constant supply of fresh 
running water. Completing the picture, I could 
see him descending the picturesque but dangerous 
gorges of AduUam and, as he thus walked " through 
the valley of the shadow of death," entrusting 
himself and his sheep to the hands of God. He had 
already encountered wild animals in those solitary 
places and by courageously attacking them with 
his " comforting " staff " — the Naboot of the 
Arabs, which every modem Palestine shepherd 
still carries — had killed them.* 

t See Sot^ and Dance in the East, pp. 249-252. 
■ Fsalms xxiii. t-2. * Psalms xxiii. 4. 

* 1. Samuel xvii, 34-35. 
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When David became king he had no time to 
occupy himself with the pleasures which his son 
and successor was to enjoy. But on taking 
Solomon on excmrsions to Urtas he must have 
called his attention to its natural advantages, for 
as soon as he succeeded to the throne the new 
sovereign chose Etam as one of his cities for 
chariots.* Moreover, Josephus tells us that 
Solomon was particularly fond of the place because 
of its " beautiful gardens, its fine springs, and 
the extreme fertility of its soil." ' Etam, then, 
possessed several springs — possibly three in all : 
*Ain-'Etan at the Khirbet el-Khokh, above Urtas, 
the " sealed fountain," 'Ain Saleh, above Etam, 
and the 'Ain Urtas — then 'Ain Rimmon." 

* I Kings X. 26. 

■ AfiU^Hes of the Jews, viii. 2, p. 340. 

* 'Am Rimmoa has never been identified by explorers, and 
Urtas has never been pointed ont as ccrresponding to any blown 
Bible locality. My reason for identifying 'Ain Rinunon with 
Urtas is based on the following passages : " Judah received Ain. 
Renimon and Ether and Ashan " (Josh. xix. 7). Evidently ttie 
transcriber knew nothing of the conntry, since he takes Ain and 
Remmon to be two different places. In the parallel reference 
(I. Chron. iv. 32) a more careful scribe makes Ether into Etam, 
and, besides giving 'Ain Rimmon and Ashan, adds Tochen. Now, 
we find 'Ain Etam and 'Ain Urtas and Wad et-Tawaheen in the 
actual topography. Later, Nehemiah speaks (Neh. xi. 29) of 
the villages of Judah, and groups 'Ain Rimmon, Zoreah and 
Yarmuth, though they are far apart. But he says the children 
of Judah dwelt together from Beersheba to the valley of Hinnom 
(Neb. xi. 30), an extensive country. Rimmon means Pome- 
granates, and in his Song, Solomon speaks of his " Fardas 
Rnmaneem " (Song of Songs iv. 13), "the pomegranate gardens." 
And last but not least the [O'^het Zechariah, in his visum, 
foreseeing a time when the land round Jerusalem should be 
made flat for the judgment of the nations says: " All the land 
shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimnum, sonth of 
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But you must im^ine Etam, in Solomon's 
dajfs, as something more than a place of mere 
rustic beauty. From the many nations which 
surrounded his kingdom, the king selected wives 
and for every princess of the blood he built a 
palace. ' These houses he placed here and there, 
so as not to profane Jehovah's temple at Jeru- 
salem. ' His Moabite wife dwelt on the Mount of 
Olives ; his Egjrptian spoose was at Gezer ; ' 
whilst his Edomite princess, on account of the 
nearness of her native country, must have been at 
Etam, to which Solomon, with a brilliant retinue, 
rode out every morning. Josephus gives a very 
picturesque description of these rides to Etam. 
" Thus King Solomon," he writes, " was able 
to add four hundred chariots to the thousand 
chariots and twenty thousand horses which he 
ordinarily kept. And the horses which they sent 
him were not only particularly fine — they sur- 
passed all others in swiftness. Those who rode 
them made their beauty still more apparent ; 
for they were youi^ men of very tall stature, 
clothed in Tyrian purple, armed with quivers, and 
with long hair covered with gold dust, which, when 
the rays of the sun struck them, made their heads 

Jemsalem " (Zech. xlv. 8-10). Now, Geba is u far sorth from 
emsalem as Urtas (Rimmoa) is sontli of that place, maHng a 
very ^rnmetrical plan wtdtHi fits in suitably with the visioii. 
S«e my coromiinication to the Quarterly Slaiemeni of the P.E.F., 
October. 1912. pp. 209-211. 
I I Kings, xi. 8. 
» II. Ouronides viii. 11. • I. Kings ix. 16-17. 
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ablaze with light. This magnificent retinue 
accompanied the king every morning when, 
according to custom, he left the town, seated in a 
superb chariot and clothed in white, to go to a 
country house near Jerusalem called Etam . . ." ' 

On the death of Solomon, the Israelites revolted, 
and the Edomites in the south made so many 
incursions that his son Rehoboam was obliged 
to fortify the frontier towns, including Bethlehem, 
Etam, and Tekoa, 'and place garrisons there. The 
gardens of Etam remained royal property as long 
as the kingdom of Judah lasted. 

During the time of anarchy which followed the 
deportation of the princes and notables, and until 
Herod the Great came to the throne, the nation 
was occupied in defending itself, sometimes against 
the governors, sometimes against foreigners in 
general. Herod himself, a foreigner and an 
Edomite, had a predilection for the fevoured 
district of Urtas and, after his victory over the 
Jews, in the neighbourhood of the Fnuik Moun- 
tain,' built a palace near by. As there was 
nothing but rainwater to be obtained near his 
castle, and as rain is very rare in this part of the 
Desert of Judah, he had the water from the 
important spring of £1 Arroub brought by means 

> Attiiquities of ike Jews, viii. 2, p. 340. 

» II. Qironicles », 6. 

» SocaUed since 1453, when FelixFabrirelatesthatthe Franks, 
after the battle of Hattin, withdrew ttiere and found anfEdent 
water to grow com and v^etables, thanks to ^rtiich they withstood 
a si^e of at least a year. 



lyGOOgIC 



106 THE IMMOVABLE EAST 

of a conduit and an extensive system of reservoirs 
to Solomon's Pools. This conduit was so big 
that a horse could easily pass through it. It 
became smaller as it advanced, but still was 
sufficiently large to enable workmen to stand 
upright in it when undertaking repairs. It passed 
by way of the Wady el-Biar, or Valley of the Wells, 
and skirted the flank of the mountain of Batn-el- 
£kra' and Mough-arid-Khalid, north of Urtas, 
where the surplus water flowed into a lai^e number 
of reservoirs which stretched as far as the Urtas 
spring. The solidly cemented remains of a portion 
of these g^antic works are still to be seen to-day 
on our family property at Urtas. After the Valley 
of Urtas, properly so called, comes the Valley of 
the Mills, Wad et-Tawaheen, and there again are 
other remains which clearly formed part of 
Herod's extensive system of irr^ation, the surplus 
water from which was probably used for the 
turning of numerous mills. 

After Herod's death his successors were unable, 
for a multitude of reasons, principally lack of 
resources and incessant troubles with their enemies 
inside the kingdom and the Romans coming from 
without, to occupy themselves with Etam, so that 
the paradise of Urtas quickly fell into ruins. The 
remains of a marble palace, discovered there about 
1865 by Mr. MeshuUam, a colonist who followed 
in my father's footsteps, and known to the Arabs 
as El Hammam — the Bath — led some to suppose 



lyGOOgIC 



lyGOOgIC 



lyGOOgIC 



HORTUS CONCLUSUS 107 

that the Emmaus of the Gospel' was situated at 
Urtas. But baths, or Emmaus, abound in Pales- 
tine. There are two to the north-west of 
Jerusalem, where the Emmaus cdebrated for the 
appearance of Jesus to two of his disciples after 
his death has already been placed. Another is 
at the warm baths of Tiberias ; whilst a fourth 
and a fifth are at Calirrho^ and Amon, to the 
east of the Dead Sea, where Herod, a few days 
before his death, sought relief from his sufferings. 

II 

Until the arrival of Tancred and the hundred 
knights who came to the rescue of the Church of 
the Nativity at Bethlehem — that is, before the 
taking of Jerusalem — the gardens of Urtas 
remained buried in obhvion. It was then that 
the name " Hortus Conclusus " was given to the 
place by the monks of Bethlehem, — a name which 
has been preserved in their archives until now.* 

We possess no exact information regarding the 
history of Urtas during the Christian occupation 
from 1099 to 1187, but the remains of Deir el 
Banat, or the Nuns' Convent, a few kilometres 
above the village, near the Wady el Biar, and the 

< St. Luke xxiv. 18. 

* It is not for me to attempt to decide whether the n&me 
Urtas ia a connption of Hortas, ot vice versi. But I may remind 
my readers how notoriously careless the Crusaders were in the 
translation and |n:onunciatioa of local names. The question is 
a difficult one to settle, and is further com^^cated by the fact 
that there is another Urtas near Antioch which has certainly 
DOthiag to do with Hortas, a garden. 
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plan of which is fairly clearly indicated, show that 
the building was placed under the protection of 
St. Jean d'Acre or ^e Templars. A stone, 
marked with a cross, which I saw there about 
1870, leaves no doubt in my mind on that point. 

The kings of Jerusalem probably possessed the 
privilege of including Wady Urtas in their pos- 
sessions, but the cultivation of its fertile soil, 
recommenced in 1099, must have been suddenly 
stopped when, after the Battle of Hattin, in 1 187, 
the last Christian king of Jerusalem, Guy of 
Lusignan, fell into the power of Saladin. Urtas 
was captured by the Saracens on September 5th, 
1187. In Hugues Platon's words, "Le jor 
qu'Escalone fu perdue, U rendi Ton tons les 
Chastiausquienvironetoient." During the Sultan's 
pourparlers for the possession of Jerusalem and 
the siege, which lasted but a fortnight, all the 
churches and convents in the neighbourhood were 
destroyed by the invaders. Deir el Banat and the 
Chm-ch of the Garden fell at the end of September. 
For more than a century had the sound of bells ^ 
been heard in the district, and the destruction 
was so complete that almost every trace of the 
church, which I bddeve was situated near the 
centre of the present village, disappeared. 

During that period in the history of Palestine 

' More than seven centuries elapsed before Christian bella 
were once more sounded. In 1894 the Convent of St. Uary of 
iht Garden was built at Urtas. 
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which is known as "the great blank" — that is 
from the fall of Jerusalem to the re-introduc- 
tion of Christian missions into the Holy Land 
— the story of Urtas is very incomplete. A few 
interesting fragments have, however, come down 
to us. 

Between 1573 and 1575 the valley iras visited 
by a distinguished botanist, Dr. Leonardus 
Rauwolffus, who, enumerating the most remark- 
able plants, " in horto Salomonis prope Bethlefi- 
mam," includes the pomegranate, the orai^e and 
the fig. Oranges are no longer grown there, or 
anjnvhere in Judah, except at the village of 
Tanour, near Beit-'Etab. 

Because of the conduit which led the water 
from Solomon's Pools and the springs 'Ain Etan 
and 'Ain Saleh to the Mosque of Jerusalem, the 
inhabitants of the village were exempted from 
taxes during the whole of the domination of the 
Arab sultans. The Mosque of Urtas was itself 
dedicated to the same Khalif Omar Ibn Khattab 
as the one in the Holy City. 

The chiefe of the village, exonerated from all 
burdens, possessed not only a certain independence 
but even enjoyed the right of distributing justice 
to neighbouring villages and tribes, — a light which 
they abused to such an extent that at last a 
revolution was provoked, and they were over- 
thrown. Nevertiieless, under their authority 
Urtas again prospered. These kinglets forced a 
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good deal of the commerce of the district to pass 
their way ; they possessed a palace of justice, a 
large prison and a gibbet for recalcitrant ones. 
The Mosque was situated in the centre of the 
village ; the palace of justice was to the east. 
Forty years ago a portion of the donjon, with the 
large iron rings to which prisoners were attached 
fixed in the walls, could still be seen. 

Conflict with the people of Seir, near Hebron, 
resulted, at the close of the Middle Ages, in the 
almost total destruction of the inhabitants of 
Urtas. Those who escaped the massacre took 
refuge with distant relatives or in the fortress 
near Solomon's Pools. The stronghold was ceded 
to them on condition that they saw to the proper 
working of the water supply and the protection 
of the road from Jerusalem to Hebron, — duties 
which they carried out in a far from satisfactory 
manner. Frequently they were guilty of pillaging 
the caravans of traders and isolated pilgrims 
who passed their way. From time to time, how- 
ever, punishment came. The Ta'amr6 Bedawin 
descended upon their hives and fruit gardens, so 
that at last they were obliged to transport the 
former to their hill-top fortress and definitely 
abandon the latter. 

During the long civil wars of the red and white 
factions of the Kesi and Yamani, which lasted 
throughout the eighteenth and a part of the 
nineteenth centuries, the inhabitants of Urtas 
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carried contraband arms and ammunition first 
to the one and then to the other party. At the 
b^inning of the nineteenth century and until the 
reign of Abdul Medjid they paid their taxes 
with great irregularity and were continually in 
revolt. But in 1830, on the invasion of Palestine 
by Ibrahim Pasha, they sided with Sultan 
Mahmood II and valiantly defended the territory. 
Ill 

The modem history of the Gardens of Solo- 
mon I date from 1837 when Robinson made his 
researches in Palestine. The road then passed 
in the middle of the valley " throi^h gardens and 
watered fields," but doubtless all the water of the 
springs of Urtas was not utihsed, for the author of 
BiUical Researches in Palestine continues to say, 
" The little stream was soon absorbed in the thirsty 
gravelly soil of the valley, and the gardens ceased." 

In 1848 my father came to Urtas, bought land 
there and built a small house. But the inhabitants 
came to him only during the day to work in our 
plantations, and, for fear of the Ta'amr^s, retired 
as soon as night came to their fortress. Later, 
a second colonist, Mr. MeshuUam, joined him, 
gave a further impetus to agricultm-e, and suc- 
ceeded, throi^h sheer force of character, in intro- 
ducing relative security into the district. Other 
colonists, Americans and Germans, followed the 
example of these two pioneers, but remained only a 
short time. From 1859 to 1863 the son of my 
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father's associate, Mr. Peter MeshuUam, lived at 
Urtas and to a certain extent ruled over the 
locality. He attempted to introduce a special 
system of forestry, obliging owners to respect 
■Uieir forests and protecting those which belonged 
to the community. Furthermore, he himself 
dealt out justice to delinquents. Tyrannical, 
but at the same time exceedingly hospitable by 
nature, he often took what he needed for his guests 
from the first shepherd he saw. He was a pro- 
tector of widows and orphans, and any woman who 
was oppressed by her husbuid or relatives could 
always count on finding a safe home in one or 
other of the numerous countiy houses which he 
possessed at Bakoosh and Faghur in the Wady el 
Biar. Considering the jealous and vengeful nature 
of the Arabs, it is not surprising that Peter 
MeshuUam at last became their victim, although 
his death is still enveloped in mystery. Whilst 
riding to Tekoa, south of Urtas, he fell at *Ain 
Hamdeh, near the Frank Mountain, from his 
horse and broke a leg. The friends who were 
accompanjdng him returned to Urtas for help, 
leaving him in charge of a servant ; but on their 
return they found that he was dead and that the 
servant had disappeared.* 

> For an mterestii^ account of the early liie of Peter Mesbullam 
and tiis extraordinary authority over the Bedawls. whilst yet 
only a boy of aixteen, see Van der Velde's NarrattM of a Journey 
through Syria and PaUstim in 1851 and 1852, V(A. ii, chap. 1 
(WiUiam Blackwood and Sons. 1854). 
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In 1858 H.R.H. Prince Alfred, a son of Queen 
Victoria, visited Urtas and purchased a few acres 
of land to the south of Urtas on the side of a 
mountain called Abu Zeid. Arranged in terraces, 
the land was planted with vines and almond- 
tnies ; and these remained under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. MeshuUam. For many years, in 
the summer, Mr. Finn, the British Consul in 
Jerusalem, used to come to Urtas with his family 
to spend a few days there. It was thanks to his 
aid, both finand^y and morally, that at least 
one kilometre of gardens were added to those 
already existing, and that the reputation of Urtas 
for fine fruit and vegetables became known far 
and wide. 

Europeans have done much to make the modem 
reputation of the Gardens of Solomon. They have 
greatly ameUorated the fruit trees ; and as to vege- 
tables, the Venetians as early as the seventeenth 
century — as words of Italian origin clearly show- 
introduced a large number which were totally 
unknown to the Arabs, such as tomatoes (in 
Arabic Banadora, from pommi d'ore), egg-apples 
(Betinjan, from melongend), peas (Bizelle, from 
■piceUa), and haricot beans (Tasulia, from facioUa). 
As regards fruit, Urtas is specially famous for 
its pears, peaches and figs, which, during July, 
August and September, attract thousands of 
people to its picturesque orchards. 

In 1850, my father, called to other duties in 
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Jerusalem, and having disposed of bis first house 
at the bottom of the valley to Mr. MeshttUam, 
built a new one in the very centre of the village 
and on the perpendicular rock above the stream. 
The site he chose was that of the ancimt chm-ch of 
the Crusaders. As the Arab builders whom he 
employed set about their work, they pulled down a 
certain wall painted with frescoes, representing 
the figures of saints. Little did my brother and I, 
as we looked on with boyish amusement, guess 
the inestimable archaeological value of those 
twelfth century remains. 

Little Urtas, which occupies the attention of 
some two hundred Moslem inhabitants, apart 
from the handful of Europeans who still make it 
their home and the inmates of the convent, built 
in 1894, has been connected with Jerusalem by a 
carriage road since 1901. Although the new 
route is much longer than the old one along which 
the camels used to stumble in the days of my 
youth, it is now possible to make an afternoon 
excursion to the Gardens and Pools of Solomon, 
where the contemplative visitor cannot fail to be 
rewarded by a host of vivid impressions and 
fruitful reflections. 
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VI 
MUIiDER AND MARRIAGE IN URTAS 



There is hardly a village in PalestiQe, no matter 
how tiny, but has " blood between families." 
Even when killed by accident, a man must be 
revelled. Bible, Koran and modem population 
enarely agree on this point. As a nile, the man- 
sliyer must pay for the crime with his own blood, 
bu: should he be found unworthy, another man 
of his kindred may be taken in his place. An 
imie or cousin — even a distant cousin — is still 
respnsible, though the murderer himself is pre- 
fer^le. With Oriental patience a Bedawi once 
wai^d forty years for his Ghareem, but seeing he 
coul not find the identical murderer he killed a 
conai. A quarter of an hour later he met the 
Ghatem himself. How he regretted that he had 
actei too hastily I 

Uias was no exception to this rule. When my 
fathe came to the village and bought land there 
in 188 the four Hamulies, or groups of families, 
Shabii and Mashani, Rib'i and Ehseini, were in 
conflit, but hved together in the castle above 
Solonm's Pools, comii^ down to Urtas only during 
the d/ to look after their gardens, and retiring 
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at sunset for fear of the neighbouring Ta'amr6 
Bedawtn. In the course of a few years these four 
families, regaining confidence owing to my father's 
example and the more settled state of the country, 
returned to their ruined sites. But no socner had 
they once more settled down and the Ta'amr^ 
power had been destroyed by the Turkish officials 
at Jerusalem — no sooner had a kind of aithority 
been set up by the Pashas than they began to 
think about their own bloody feuds again. From 
generation to generation retaliation— that Thar 
which requires that no murdered man slall 
remain unrevenged — had been practised. 

Now, at the time our story opens, a part of ;he 
Shahini family, tired of this eternal vendetta, !ad 
left the village, looking for aid and refuge at scne 
Tanib in the south. * Returning home fiom 
Bethlehem one day, they met, near the ruii* of 
Etam, Ibrahim et-Taiesh of the allied Ma^ani 
and mistook him for a member of the adverse 
Rib'i family. Suddenly, Khaleel Abu-l-(ireir 
struck Ibrahim on the back with an axe and 
almost severed his vertebral column. 'Ah I 
Son of a dog," said he. " We have met yiu at 
last I " Falling to the ground, Ibrahim, tlen a 
vigorous youth of about twenty, cried out fr the 
men that they were mistaken and prayed fchem 
not to soil their hands with innocent IJbod,' 
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and thus give rise to a new Thar. But Abdallah 
'Odey, advancing in his turn, ahnost scalped him 
with his sword, crying : " Are we children, son 
of a whore ? May God have no mercy on thy 
parents, nor on thy mart5rrs— Allah la yer'ham 
w&ldache walla shahdAche I " By this time 
Hassan Ehmad had drawn his sword and, putting 
bis knee on Ibrahim's breast, endeavoured to cut 
the wounded man's throat. In his anguish, 
Ibrahim protected his neck with his hands and by 
so doing only received severe wounds on his 
knuckles. But it would have gone ill with him 
had not a shepherd boy, just at that critical 
moment, been beard playing on his Nefy^ whilst 
climbing the rocks with his goats. The three 
murderers suddenly interrupted their ghastly 
work and fled. Ibrahim endeavoured to rise, 
held up the scalp which had fallen over his face, 
and with a loud voice cursed his retreating assail- 
ants,* at the same time calling for help. The 
shepherd boy, hearii^ the curses and calls, in turn 
called out in every direction : " Jei ya Naas jei 
—This way, oh I people ! " The call was repeated 
from mountain to mountain, until friend and foe 
hurried towards the place where Ibrahim was 
found l3^g in his blood. 

As the murderers were known and the mistake 
was acknowledged, n^otiations were carried on 
between the parties and a blood gratification was 

* Jndgee ii. 7. 
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agreed upon. A reconciliation feast was held, 
garments were exchanged and it was declared 
openly that there shoxild be no thought of any 
further revenge. 

But peace never reigned for long in Urtas. Some 
months later, one of the Ehseinis, Hassan by 
name, was captured by the Pasha's tax-gathering 
troops when they were passing near the pools of 
Solomon ; he had be»i denounced by a Mashani 
as havii^ revolted against the authorities. As 
justice was very summary in those days, he was 
beheaded thoe and then on the road and his body 
abandoned. Brought to Urtas, the dead man 
was buried and immediately a fresh cause for Thar 
arose. But patiently the Ehseinis waited for an 
opportunity to take their revenge. 

Years passed, during which the Rib'i and 
Mashani struggled for supremacy. Ibrahim 
et-Taiesh was now head of the latter and Salem 
er Ro*hmane chief of the former. The presents 
of Salem to the authorities in Jenisalem, with 
whom he was anxious to remain in favour, were 
more numerous and more choice than those of 
Ibrahim, and consequently he was held in greater 
consideration at the Seraiya of the Governor. 
When it was rumoured that Ibrahim had come 
into the possession of wealth, ^ he endeavoured to 
make capital out of it, but as there was no proof 
he accused the Mashani of theft, robbery, murder 

» See Ibrahim's Wealth, pp. 127-138. 
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and all kinds of crime, real or imaginary. As he 
had been previously el«:ted responsible Mukhtar, 
this new position of mayor gave him more power, 
which Sheikh Salem iised and abused until he 
had ahenated the whole village with the exception 
of two or three persons. 

A perfect t5rpe of the old Fellah chief was Sheikh 
Salem, with his enormous turban, spotless white 
Thflb, red silken Kaftan, red pointed shoes and 
sheepskin jacket. As a rule, he wore a pair of 
pistols in his girdle ; and being of a combative 
nature, was feared by both great and small. 
He had two wives, both foreigners. Helwy, his 
first helpmate, was from 'Ajur and was a long 
time before she had Hving children. He therefore 
married a dark Bedawiy6 of the Ta'amr6, by whom 
he had three boys and a girl. The fair Helwy, like 
Rachel, was beloved and was ever jealous of her 
Durra, the dark co-wife. 'Alia the Bedawiy^ 
retained her dark Bedawi clothes, whilst Helwy 
imitated the more gaudy Bethlehemite women in 
her toilet. The whole family Uved in one small 
room and sometimes additional guests would help 
to fill it, especially dtuing winter nights or rainy 
days, when members of the clan would squat 
round the fire, smoking, drinking cofFee and 
planning the subji^ation of the Mashanis. 

To possess Bawardi' and thus strengthen the 
party is a greater ambition with a Fellah than to 

■ Armed men. 
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have wealth. So Salem looked out for a girl in 
the adverse camp suitable for his nephew 
*Ethmane, who had been unfortunate in his first 
marriage. His wife was barren. Besides, through 
ill-treating her, she had left him and gone to her 
father's house. More than one episode in her life 
reminds us of Michal, Saul's daughter, ^especially 
her return again when *Ethmane was more 
powerful.' After much searching, Salem foimd 
the girl he was looking for in the Shahini feimily. 
This family consisted of four men with their 
wives and numerous children and for the time 
being was on good terms with Salem and with 
Ibrahim. Mustapha Shahine, the head, agreed with 
Salem that the girl, Sarah, fifteen years old and 
the daughter of Khaleel Ibrahim, should be 
betrothed to *Ethmane as soon as the sum of 
Os. 40" was paid, in addition to the usual garments 
and marriage offerings. However, after lengthy 
n^otiations, this arrangement was abandoned in 
favour of a more family one. Khaleel, besides 
having a son who was Khateeb of the villa|;e, had 
another, Sliman, who was also of an age to marry. 
So, as 'Ethmane had an unmarried sister, Sa'ada, 
the parties £^eed that the bridegrooms should 
exchange sisters, each one giving presents to the 
other party as wedding garments.* 



> I. Samuel xviii. 27 ; six. 12-17. ■ II. Samuel iii. 13-16. 

* The Ottoman pound sterling is equivalent to 23 francs. 

• II. Kings V. 22. 
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TTie marriages were fixed for the seventh day 
of the month of Rabee — the spring. The first 
crescent of the moon was high in the sky when, 
by the women's Zaghailt^ the festivities were 
annotmced. From the fiat roofe of 'Ethmane's 
and Sliman's houses the ululations echoed from 
one side of the mountain to the other over the deep 
depression which divided the village in two. Before 
every Zaghroot • the women or girls announced the 
forthcoming feasts and generosity of the bride- 
grooms, the young men firing all the while and the 
elderly men, in low voices, accompanying the 
Sa'hjy, that all-in-a-row dance in which ten or 
more men join. At last, after seven evenings of 
dancing, singing, cofiee-drinking, smoking and 
firing, the wedding day arrived. 

Both brides, in their best clothes, ostrich feather 
crowns, and all their furniture, were set on camels 
and led to their prospective homes. As the 
village belonged to the Kase faction, the two 
women wore thick red impermeable veils over their 
feices, the first and last time, according to Fellah 
custom, they would be veUed. Sarah's camel was 
led by her cousin Jouseph, who, had he exercised 
his right, could have claimed her as his wife ; 
Sa'ada's camel was in charge of her cousin Moosa 
Salem, who could likewise have asked for her hand 
and obtained it. Following the camels were the 
brides' kin, singing and firing as they marched 

* Ulnlatioiu. ■ Singnlar of " ZagharH." 
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along. When the two processions met, the young 
men had a mock fight, and Jouseph and Moosa 
received a Majidi each, a supposed payment for 
releasing the brides and allowing the " foreigners " 
to take them. Meanwhile, to avoid the effects 
of the Evil Eye, the heads of the families, Salem 
and Mustapha, each representing thdr respective 
bride and bridegroom, ste^^ted aside and, with 
Sheikh 'Awad, the Khateeb, to give his blessing, 
secretly tied the marriage knots. Quietly the 
processions entered their new homes, where the 
camels were made to kneel down and the brides 
ahghted, still covered with their veils.* The 
evening was spent in preparii^ the supper for the 
guests ; there was more singing, ululating and 
shooting ; and the youi^ couples were then 
considered to be married. 

Dining the preparations for these festivities 
and for some months afterwards, everything 
seemed forgotten between the rival factions of 
Urtas, for Salem's party was now strengthened 
by many Bawardi. But a year was hardly over 
than new troubles once more broke out. Ibrahim 
ccmtinued to feign poverty, in order to escape the 
notice of the friend of Salem, Jouseph Agha, the 
captain of gendarmes. One day, however, he was 
arrested, bound tc^ether with his wife and dragged 
to prison. Whether JousephAghafoundhiminno- 
cent or whether convincing gold helped Ibrahim 

1 Genesis xxiv. 64-65. 
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out is not known. Anyway, he was released 
and at once began to plan his revenge on Salem. 
Thoroughly on his guard, Salem alleged that 
cattle-lifting and bui^lary were being carried on 
to his detriment, and in his endeavour to convince 
the authorities that almost all the village had 
united against him, he became so disliked that, 
during his absence in Jerusalem, a plot was formed 
and the " tjrrant " was condemned to death. 
As there were several roads leading to Urtas, 
anned men were placed in ambush everywhere. 
FellaMn are almost as keen as Indians, and Salem 
suspected the trap. Therefore, on his way home, 
he suddenly turned off the road, near Rachel's 
tomb, and set off in the direction of Bethlehem 
to join friends there and escape. But, unhappily 
for him, two of the plotters, Jabber and Slhnan, 
followed from afar, and, seeing him take another 
way, hurried into the oMve-groves, where they 
soon overtook him as he rode slowly along on his 
ass. With a well-directed blow from Jabber's 
Naboot, Salem was knocked from his animal, 
whilst Sliman, his nephew, drew his Shibriy^ and 
cut his throat. ^ An old Bethlehemite, an invol- 
untary witness of the murder, became dumb with 
terror and was unable to report what he had seen 
until the next day, by which time the murderers 
had escaped through the groves and reached home. 
This happened in the afternoon, so the body was 

> Cf. II. Samuel iii. 30. 



lyGOOgIC 



124 THE IMMOVABLE EAST 

soon discovered and the news, like wildfire, spread 
to Urtas. Less than an hour afterwards the dead 
man's people came and carried him home. Friend 
and foe joined in the procession : some to mourn, 
others secretly to rejoice. As the Khateeb of 
Urtas was suspected of being one of the plotters, 
the Khateeb of £1 Khudr was called in to officiate 
at the funeral service. The body was thoroughly 
washed, sewed up in a fresh shroud and carried 
to the tomb that same evening. A dead body 
must never remain xmburied lest the land be 
defiled,^ and it be unprepared to answer the 
questions put by Naker and Nker, the examining 
angels in the grave, who awaken the dead man, 
inform him that he is dead, and then ask him about 
his good and bad deeds. It is for this reason that 
the Moslem graves have empty spaces and that 
slabs are put over the bodies to avoid the earth 
touching them. 

The Khaled family provided for the funeral 
supper given to as many as chose to be present 
and show their sympathy for the bereaved. Before 
this supper every man present embraced the other 
as a token of reconciliation in the presence of death, 
and the bereft WCTe greeted with the words : 
" Salamet Rasak— Your head is safe." 

Since the introduction of Turkish laws into 
Palestine cases of murder such as this were 
ordered to be judged at the Tribunal at Jerusalem. 

I Desteronomy xzi. 23. 
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Tlie family council, however, thought that they 
ought to act by themselves and take their own 
vengeance so that " the shame be put away." 
Nevertheless, friends and a few remaining allies 
were incUned to put the matter in the bands of 
the authorities. The outcome was that Jabber 
and Sliman were kept in prison for several years, 
and whilst they bribed the officials to obtain better 
treatment 'Ethmane and his friends used bribes 
to keep them where they were. When the finances 
of everyone were exhausted, when their lands had 
been mortgaged and no more money was to be 
procured, both prisoners were dismissed " for 
want of further proof." 

Sliman, the throat-cutter, escaped further judg- 
ment. But what happened to him eventually ? 
Spots came out on his body, then ulcers ; a toe 
or a finger became bent and withered ; and 
finally he was declared a leper. His wife went 
home to her brotho" and obtained a divorce. 
His own people avoided him. Was this a punish- 
ment from Allah, as some said ; or was his malady 
hereditary, as more enlight^ied folk concluded ? 
His father and grandfather had been physically 
sound, with the exception of a crooked limb or so, 
and the itch — the l^acy from another generation. 
However, Sliman had to join the band of miserable 
lepers at the Jaffa Gate, to Uve on alms given ty 
merciful passers-by, until, one by one, his fingers 
and nose, ears and toes disappeared. Every 
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evening he retired to the common lazar-house 
above Job's Well, near Siloam. He had refused 
to join either Jesus Hilf, the German hospital for 
lepers, or the Leproserie de St. Lazare, both so 
well kept by devout Protestant and Catholic 
Sisters. There he feared to be obl^ed to become 
a Christian and pray after Christian manners. 
So, when almost every Umb was infested, when his 
voice had become extinct, and you could no longer 
tell whether his hideous face was smiling or crying, 
he continued to decay away and was buried far 
from his home. 
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IBRAHIM'S WEALTH 
I 
The Plain of Rephaim, south of Jerusalem^ was 
full of waving com. In spite of the prevailing 
heat, the harvest could hardly be expected before 
July. As usual, not a drop of rain had feillen 
since the end of April, and none could be expected 
before the end of October. 

Immense flint-stone rocks cover all the mountain 
and the dedivity south-east of Rephaim. In the 
twilight these stones, scattered in all positions, 
could easily be mistaken for man or beast, and 
many a legend has been woven around their 
fontastic forms, legends which could not fall to 
pass through the mind of a young man who, in 
the early light of morning, was quietly lying in a 
Weltered and dominating position above the road. 

Owing to the youth's special point of vantage, 
the dryness of the weather, and other natural 
causes, noises from almost every direction could 
^sily be detected by him from afar. Moreover, 
in the rapidly increasing light, he could see, a 
mile or two away, the silhouette of Mar Elias, 
the Greek convent of Elijah, so called from the 
print in the rock left by the holy body of the 
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Prophet when he fled from Ahab and lay down to 
rest on his way to the wilderness. 

Jabber es-Sal^, the young man in question, 
was from the village of Beth-Safeifa, at the en- 
trance to the Valley of the Roses, just opposite 
the place where he was sitting. From his observa- 
tory he could survey the road and distinctly hear 
the voices of passers-by even when at a great 
distance. A company of donkey-drivers stopping 
near the Sabeel* of Mar Elias could be heard by 
him with remarkable distinctness, and amongst 
the voices he fdt sure that he could distinguish 
the harsh vocables of his cousin Ibrahim. He was 
right. Ibrahim-et-Taiesh, of the village of Urtas, 
was indeed on his way to Jerusalem, driving his 
donkey before him, loaded with two long baskets 
of tomatoes for the market. 

Dawn had come. The first streaks of light in 
the distance, behind the mountains of Moab, east 
of Jordan, announced the rising sun. As the 
glorious sight appeared to his eyes, Ibrahim, as 
every Moslem beUever does when " God sends the 
morning," stroked his beard and, in a loud and 
rhythmical voice, exclaimed : " Eshhadu inno la 
Illaha ill-Allah, wa Muhammad Rasoul Allah I— 
I witness that God is the only God and that 

* This Sabeel, or weU, was set up by the antb(»ities of the 
Greek Convent to supply water to travellers, who, Socking there, 
often cause a great uproar. These roadside wells are considered 
such a great blessing in this dry land that the Turkish Government 
exempts those who set them up from the usual duties on the land 
and properties adjoining. 
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Mohammed is His Prophet I " Then, in lower 
tones, he murmured the Fatiha, or opening chapter 
of the Koran, interrupting his prayers now and 
then by pushing and cursing the donkey, " He I 
He I Y^dlah t " — to encourage him to hasten 
forward and reach the gates of the Holy City 
before sunrise. 

When Jabber had come to the concluaon that 
his keen ears had not deceived him, he descended 
towards the main road and, enveloped in his grey 
and white Abba, sat down on a rock to await 
Ibrahim's arrival. As soon as his cousin was near 
enough, he rose and advanced to greet him with 
an " Allah ye sabhak bil kher ya Abu Muham- 
mad." ^ Ibrahim at once recognised the voice of 
bis cousin Jabber es Saleh, and answered his 
greeting. " Ja saba'h el kher, ya Abu Abed I 
—Oh ! morning with plaity— Oh ! Father of 
Abed," he said. And both men walked silently 
for a few moments in the direction of the town. 

The arid moxmtains around them were dnged 
a roseate colour and by degrees the white-washed 
mosque of the village of Beth-Safafa came into 
view. As it did so a prayer, addressed to the 
patron-prophetess El Badariyeh, was muttered 
by both men. Little did they think that the 
venerated Badariyeh of the Moslems was a 
Christian saint before the Aurora of the Greeks, 

* " God give yon a plentiful morning, oh I Abu Mabanunad." 
Every Oriental enjoys the title of Abu, which corresponds to 
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and probably before that dedicated to some 
Ashteroth of the Israelites and Canaanites, since 
most sanctuaries in Palestine can be traced to the 
dawn of history. 

When their prayer was at an end. Jabber has- 
tened to imburden his mind of the information 
which had prompted him to go to meet his cousin 
on the road at such an unusual hour. He disclosed 
to Ibrahim that his brother, Said es-Saldi, was in 
prison at Jerusalem. 

" Wa hayat hal Badariyeh ! — By the hfe 
of the Saint 1 " said he, Uftii^ his hand in the 
direction of the rose-tinted mosque, " I declare 
that poor Said is innocent ; and he has sent me 
to ask you to go see him, bring him some food 
and help him out of his position." 

Lowering his voice, as if the surrounding fields 
had ears, he added : — 

" He is suspected of having stolen a huge sum 
of money from the Latin Convent at Jerusalem. 
You are known to have influence with the officials, 
so do your best to deliver him." 

Mon^ questions are always interesting, and 
especially were they so to Ibrahim, whose crafty 
mind at once detected a gold mine. But he 
feigned to disregard the pecuniary side of the 
matter and take an interest only in the prisoner's 
wel&Lre. Poor Said t Another innocent one 
within the clutches of the hated Turk 1 Promising 
to do what he could, he advised his cousin to leave 
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him there and then, lest they should be seen 
together and arouse suspicion. So Jabber promptly 
left him and crossed the plain towards his native 
home. 

II 

Immediately Ibrahim drove up the hill towards 
the Jaf^ Gate, where he was met by a greengrocer, 
who gave him a piaster and a half for breakfast, 
and thus prepared him favourably in view of the 
purchase of his tomatoes. Before they had reached 
the little plateau in front of the gate the grocer 
called out to the Kahwadji of a neighbouring 
coffee-house to bring two cups of coffee, and, 
stopping Ibrahim's donkey, pointed to two low 
stools. When seated, the grocer offered his 
companion thirty piasters Sagh^ for the thirty 
rottels* of tomatoes. After a good deal of cursing 
and swearing " by his eyes and his head, his 
children and his own presence " that this offer 
was " a total loss " to him, th^ agreed and rose 
to continue their journey through the gate. Very 
soon they reached the grocer's shop and the 
tomatoes were poured out on to the floor, with 
a few crushed fruit at the bottom. This gave rise 
to new imprecations. 

" I have no distilling shop here, son of a dog," 
cried the grocer. " Do you think I am about to 

* Abont 5s. 

■ A rottel is equal to six and a half ponnds. 
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set up a drinking den, you dirty Fellah. Accursed 
son I Kafer I Infidel I " 

Finally the irate tradesman gave Ibrahim 
twenty-eight piasters and, to boot, almost flung 
him out of the shop. 

As though quite accustomed to this treatment, 
Ibrahim coolly moved away with his donkey 
towards a Khan, where be hastoied to put up the 
animal before hurrying to the Saraia, or Governor's 
Palace, which, as in olden times, was adjacent 
to the prison. * All the time he had been occupied 
with the greengrocer, and indeed ever since he 
had left Jabber, his thoughts had centred aroimd 
his imprisoned cousin. Whilst on his way he 
stopped in the market to buy a few cakes for 
S^d, and on reaching his destination obtained 
admittance to see him by giving a few coppers to 
the prison-porter. On seeing his unfortunate 
cousin he gravely shook his head and exclaimed : 
" Poor Ssdd ! How the vermin have devoured you ! 
In what a sorry condition are your clothes ! " 

S^d replied that there was little to wonder at 
in that ; there were more than twenty in his cell, 
and every one tried to sleep as best he could on the 
bare ground. Penniless, he received the least 
food possible. After having eagerly devoured 
the few cakes Ibrahim had brought with him, they 
retired to a comer of the court and, squatting 
there, Said told him his story. 

* Cf. Jeremiah xxxii. 2. 
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" As you know, I was a servant of the Secretary 
and Prior of the Convrait of the Redeemer in 
Jerusalem, and many big sums of money passed 
through his hands. The Secretary was in the 
habit of carelessly putting the money-box under 
his bed, before carrying it to the bank. One day 
the Prior fell ill and, after a few days' unconscious- 
ness, died, without anybody knowing of the 
treasure in his room. Here was a good oppor- 
tunity for me. As they carried the dead body 
into the chapel, I appropriated the money-box, 
containing no less than 30,000 Napoleons, and that 
very night buried the money in Beth-Safafa ; 
and whilst they were still officiating about the 
dead body I was back again in the convent 
without anyone having noticed my absence. But 
after a few days it transpired that the money-box 
had disappeared. I was arrested and charged with 
theft. There is no proof, however, and as long 
as I feign to be poor they cannot prove my guilt 
even in the future. Now, cousin," said the guileful 
Said, " I'll tell you where the money is. Go and 
take it away and hide it until we see better days. 
Then we can divide it. But in the meantime 
take a few hundred pounds and get me out of 
prison. Buy clothes and food for me ; bribe the 
officials, so that I may be better treated until my 
innocence is proved. You will find the box 
buried a foot deep in the earth on the small hill 
on the eastern side of the soUtary olive-tree which 
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is in a straight line west of the Badariyeh. Swear 
to me by the Badariyeh, my cousin, that you will 
dig out the box and help me." 

Ibrahim promptly swore by the Badariyeh and 
by God that he would take the treasure without 
delay — " provided it is still there," he added, 
with a crafty and sceptical look. And having 
taken a farewell cup of coffee, which the jailer 
provided, Ibrahim departed. 

Ill 
That same evening Ibrahim et-Taiesh went out 
to Beth-Safafa and passed the night at his cousin's. 
He discovered that nobody but himself and S^d 
knew aji5'thing about the treasure, so he wisely 
kept his tongue still on that point. The informa- 
tion he gave the imprisoned man's friends and 
relatives concerned the horrible state of the prison, 
the thieves and murderers who were Said's 
companions — aU sorts of disreputable people, 
mostly Fellahln of the Jerusalem district, whose 
company would only corrupt the poor fellow. 
Ibrahim went on to say that he had come, there- 
fore, to collect some money from them to help to 
better his miserable condition. That evening 
a few hundred Beshliks^ were collected and these 
Ibrahim promised to take home, to try to find 
some more in Urtas to add to them, and then to 
set to work for the prisoner's release. 

> A Beshlik is about Sd. 
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Early next morning, when it was yet dark, 
Ibrahim left Beth-Safafa and found the tree be- 
neath which the treasure was buried. Unearthing 
the money-box without much difficulty, he 
hid its contents in his pockets and baskets 
and, abandoning the box, quietly returned to 
Urtas. 

Weeks and months passed and still poor S^d 
was waiting in vain for the promised help. Ibrahim 
never went to pay him as much as a visit, but sent 
Jabber to tell him that he had not been able to 
cany out " the commission," and therefore he 
could do nothing for him, except send bread and 
oil from time to time, thanks to a collection which 
had been made for him. Finally, declaring that 
he was tired of bribing the ofi&dals to no effect, 
he advised Sfud to await his turn to be released, 
and, like the chief of the butlers in Pharaoh's 
days, did his best " to forget him." * 

To keep Said in prison the authorities of the 
convent had from time to time to disburse sums 
of money. This prompted them, at last, to plead 
" not guilty " for their old servant ; and thus 
S^d's first trials came to an end. 

Sfud was no sooner out of prison than, thinking 
that Ibrahim had not succeeded in locating the 
treasure, he proceeded to the spot where he had 
biiried it. But, much to his disappointment, 
he found it was gone. Shortly afterwards, whilst 

^ Genesis xl. 23. 
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on his way to Urtas, he discovered the empty 
bqx behind a bush. Was Ibrahim, he thought, 
the culprit ? That was a question he would not 
be long in solving. 

Continuing on his way, he struck the main road 
to Bethlehem, near Rachel's tomb. A number 
of Bedawln, men and women, were assembled 
there for a funeral service, for the Bedawin of the 
desert of Judah all bury their dead near Rachel's 
sanctuary, as their forefathers the Israelites of 
old did around their sanctuaries. * Being a good 
Moslem, he joined the assembly and t<^d them 
how, just out of prison, he was on his way to his 
cousin Ibrahim, at Urtas. Then he left them, 
and before evening arrived in the village. Said 
folly expected to find his cousin a wealthy man, 
but, to his astonishment and delight, instead of 
finding luxury and abundance, he found the whole 
femiily, consisting of Ibrahim, his wife, and nine 
children, all in one room just home from hard 
work in the fields, and about to sit down to an 
almost poor supper of lentils and bread. He was 
given a hearty welcome and kept there for several 
days, during which he went to work with the 
others. " No," thought S^d, at the end of his 
sojourn, " there is not the slightest sign of wealth 
here. I am sorry to have suspected my cousin 
of villainy." And forthwith he decided to go 
back to Jerusalem and find work in his old convent I 

> Genesis xlix. 31. 
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IV 

During many centuries bloody feuds had been 
carried on in the vill^e of Urtas between Ibrahim's 
and Salem's people.^ About the time of Said's 
release from prison the head of Ibrahim's adverse 
party was not very prosperous financially. But, 
.being in favour with the officials in Jerusalem, 
he was elected Mayor of the village. The two 
enemies closely watched each other, and Ibrahim 
knew that if he showed the least imprudence his 
ill-gotten wealth would soon be discovered and 
be a cause for new trouble. For the time beit^, 
poverty, he decided, was the best policy. 

Years went by and the arrogance of Salem grew 
apace. Vexations of all kinds were heaped upon 
Salem's enemies. Ibrahim and his wife were 
bound tc^ether — an unspeakable insult in Islam— 
and were taken to gaol to Hebron on the most 
futile motive. After a time they were released 
by order of the officials. Ibrahim's people were 
charged with double and treble taxes ; his fourteen 
and fifteen-year-old sons were denounced as 
twenty and of an age for conscription, and money 
had to be paid in Jerusalem to convince the 
authorities that they were stm under age. At last 
the vexations became too hard, a plot was formed 
and Salem was foxmd dead. ' Whereupon Ibrahim 
and some of the leaders of his party were 

* See Mttrder and Marriage t'N Vrias, pp. 122, 123. 
« Ibid., p. 123. 
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imprisoned, and for over two years had to feed on 
" the bread of affliction and the water of afflic- 
tion."^ When Salem's party had exhausted its 
funds by bribing the officials to keep its enemies 
in prison, it became Ibrahim's turn to show the 
power of his hand. He and his people were 
released, and the moment that he stepped out of 
prison he knew that his buried mon^, now that 
Salem was dead, could be used advantageously. 

Not very long afterwards he, in turn, was elected 
Mayor of Urtas. By slow degrees he got back 
the fomily lands, gardens and vineyards which — 
to his dishonour* — had been mortgaged. After 
a life of poverty and many hardships he again came 
into the possession of the properties inherited 
from his forefathers — the result, as everyone 
concluded, of a life of assiduous labour, and an 
evident blessing from Allah, the bestower of all 
good things. 

* I. Kings xxii. 27. 

* A Fellah is <Hily coiuidend to be reoIlT wealthy vrtun be 
poBaweei land, and, like Naboth of old (eee I. IQngi xid. 1, Sand 4), 
he will not readily part with ttie inheritance of his fathers. Loidng 
hia land it as mndi a diahoooor as posseanng a diahoDoured wife. 
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AN EYE FOR AN EYE 
I 
The frogs of Jericho had reached the noisiest 
part of their nocturnal concert. Croak had b^un 
to answer croak fully a couple of hours before, 
and now the whole countryside echoed with the 
harsh rasping notes from a hundred thousand dis- 
tended cheek-pouches. The howling of jackals 
in the distance alone broke the monotonous song. 
Yet the small mud-hut town, enclosed by D6m-tree 
hedges and inhabited by a few hundred poor 
Bedawtn agriculturists, tranquilly slept on, and 
the habiUtSs of the modem buildings which serve 
as hotels on the outskirts turned not once in their 
sleep. Only Phihp Ralston, a new-comer to the 
country, found a difficulty in slumbering. 



he said to himself, as the incessant croaking 
brought the words of Horace to his mind, and, 
what with the frogs, the heat and the fierce buz- 
zing of baffled mosquitoes outside his tightly- 
drawn curtains, he came to the conclusion that, 
tired out though he was with his six hours' ride from 
Jerusalem, he was destined to pass a sleepless 
night. 
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It was Philip Ralstoa's first visit to the East, 
and his mind was full of those delightful early 
impressions which are produced by the unfamiliar 
scenery of a new coxmtry, full of light and colour, 
and the strange picturesqueness of a new people. 
Fresh from Oxford, where he had pursued his 
studies %vith infinite credit, he had come out to 
Palestine, at the invitation of his imcle Theodore 
Ralston, a prosperous English trader and old 
resident of Jert^em, with the object of per- 
fecting his knowle<^e of Arabic and exploring 
the land to which his thoughts had so often turned. 
He had an ardent desire to know the country as 
his uncle Theodore knew it : to traverse the length 
and breadth of the high-lands of Palestine, formed 
by the runnii^ down of two mountain chains 
from Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon, — to wander on 
the lowlands of the Jordan valley, or El Ghor, 
between those two ranges, and on the Plains of 
Sharon, along the shore of the Mediterranean, — 
to see the Jordan rise at the foot of snow-capped 
Mount Hermon and, perhaps, to follow its course 
to the south end of the Dead Sea, nearly four 
thousand feet below Jerusalem and more than a 
thousand below the level of the Mediterranean. 
Ah I thought the weary Philip Ralston, what 
pleasures were in store for him t He had had a 
foretaste of them that day wheai, whilst riding 
with his uncle to Jericho, th^ had tarried on the 
Mount of Olives to view the Mountains of Moab ; 
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an immense blue wall — beautiful to behold — 
rising in the Transjordanic r^on. 

But how hot it was in £1 Gbor I He could 
understand^ now, that 1 10° in the shade had been 
roistered there on May 8th, 1847, and why some- 
one had said that Jericho was " the hottest place 
next to hell t " 

Was uncle Theodore sleeping through it all ? 
he wondered. But the point was left undebated, for 
just then the incessant croak, croak, croak of the 
frogs performed its work and PhUip Ralston, 
turning over on his side, at last found sleep. 

II 

Uncle and nephew were in the saddle at dawn, 
riding towards the Jordan. They had not been 
on their journey across the broad valley for more 
than an hour before there occurred one of those 
little wayside incidents which so del%hted the 
heart of PhUip Ralston. At a turning of the 
white, dusty road they saw coming towards them, 
on a pure-bred Arab steed, a fine-looking Bedawi 
chief. He was riding slowly, as the Bedawln 
always do, except when in danger, and was armed 
and accoutred in accordance with his station. A 
carabine was hanging from his saddle-knob ; he 
was girded by a Damascene sword, inlaid with 
silver ; and on his shoulder he was canying his 
heavy twelve-foot long spear, with its ornamental 
crown of black ostrich feathers — about the size 
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of a man's head — around the shaft, just below the 
blade. The breast and belly of his fine mare 
were entirely covered with long tassels in red, 
green, white and yellow, to ward off the flies, and 
as it proudly stepped along these pendent oma- 
mmts danced and shimmered in the morning sun 
like gems suspended on silken cords. 

" Ah ! an old friend of mine ! " exclaimed 
Theodore Ralston, on seeing the Bedawi. " Now, 
Philip, my boy, you will take your first lesson in 
Eastern ceremonial." 

And he pushed forward on his horse to offer the 
customary greeting : " Salaam aleik — Peace be 
to you 1 " 

" Aleik es-salaam ! — ^And to you peace also 1 " 
responded the Bedawi, a stately man with black 
motistachios and a beard resembling that of 
Napoleon III, but without its artifice. 

" Sleem Ali-d-Thiab, this is my nephew, Phihp 
Ralston, who has come from afar to be one of us," 
continued the imcle, in the purest Arabic. " We 
are on our way to feast our eyes on the sacred 
waters of the Jordan." 

With these words, the English trader, as an 
additional token of friendship, held forth his 
tobacco bag, which every real Bedawi accepts 
gratefully. Sleem filled his long pipe and returned 
the pouch, with a wish that " it might always 
be full." Theodore Ralston received it back 
and said, " by your voice." These compliments 
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preceded the lighting of the pipe, when others 
were exchanged. 

" May you never know its evil," said the trader, 
as he handed a lighted match. 

" Nor you its heat/' responded the Bedawi, 
as, with evident satisfaction, he applied it to the 
bowl and began to inhale the fragrant smoke. 

Ill 

When Sleem Ali-el-Thiab, after stating his busi- 
ness in Jericho and wishing them, in the name of 
Allah, a safe journey, had gone on his way, Theo- 
dore Ralston explained when and where he had 
made this dignified man's acquaintance. It was 
a curious story, embodying a tragic adventure in 
the life of the Bedawi chief, and full of those little 
known ethnolc^cal and scientific facts which can 
only be gathered during long years of intimate 
contact with a country and its people. Philip 
felt that he would not have missed it for the world. 

" It was at the beginning of April, 1874, early 
in the morning, that I first saw Sleem Ali-el- 
Thiab," began the trader. " He was riding slowly 
along this very road, but in the opposite direction 
to which he was going to-day, and he was dressed 
and armed in exactly the way you have seen him. 
I became his £riend, on trottii^ up to him with a 
' Salaam aleik,' after going through identically 
the same ceremonial you have just witnessed. A 
remarkable fact — this unchangeableness of things 
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in the East ; and the longer you live in Palestine 
the more you will notice it. Men grow old, as 
Sleem and I, alas I show only too clearly, but 
habits and customs and modes of thought rranain 
the same. That is why you so often hear me speak 
of the Immovable East. 

" Well, when the ice was broken by my oS&ing 
him the tobacco pouch and we rode on together, I 
learnt that he was a son of Ali-el-Thiab of the 
Aduan tribe. Consequently his fuU name is Sleem 
Ali-el-Thiab-el-Adnan. The Aduans are a warlike 
people of the Transjordanic region who winter on 
the Plain of Sittim and pass most of the summer 
and autumn on the highlands of Moab. The 
eastern portion of the plain, with Nimrin as a 
centre, consists of fine arable land, interspersed, 
f yr here and there, by miles of forests of the Lote- 
' I tree, or Rhamnus nabeca, which is also known 

>* ^^ among the Arabs as the Ddm-tree or Sidr, and 
J ' which is noteworthy for its thorn-apples, the 
only fruit of the Bedawi and much appreciated, 
when dried by the natives, for their sweet flavour. 
These D6m-forests, as Sleem told me, are almost 
impenetrable to man. Hyaenas, jackals, wolves, 
and foxes abound, whilst birds of every kind, 
from vultures to titmice, make themselves at 
home in the thickets. Like the frogs of Jericho 
by night, so in these dense forests do two kind^ 
of turtle-doves, in wailing tones, call out all day 
long : one for its lost plumage — ' Ya-joukb-ti I 
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Ya-joukh-ti I '—and the other, a sacred bird, 
thanking its creator — ' Ya kareem I Ya kareem I 
— Oh I merciful I Oh I merciful t ' Big snakes 
of all kinds steal along through the undergrowth 
hunting for mice and birds. There is the immense 
Esculap of the Colubrid^ family of Ophidians 
and the bluish-black Zamenis carbonarius, which 
often exceeds two yards and rises to half its length 
when about to strike ; and this Carbonarius, 
otherwise called ' Hanash,' is certainly, with the 
Esculap, the ' Na*hash ' of the Bible, — the brazen 
serpmt of Moses. 

" Such is the home of Sleem Ali-el-Thiab-el- 
Aduan. 

" As he told me these things, we rode along the 
cornfields, the ears often rising high above our 
heads and giant marygolds lining the fields. 
Sleem also spoke about the forthcoming harvest 
and the part they would have to give to the ' vile 
Fellah.' For a self-respecting Bedawi never tills 
the ground, but lets his lands to the Fellah of the 
Jerusalem district, who does the work and furnishes 
the seed, giving a quarter of the gross receipts 
in return to the landlord. 

"After the arable lands and forests came a 
sandy desert, where reptiles and mice abound, 
and which stretches, as you will later see, 
as far as the marly hills preceding Jordan. 
Here Sleem called my attention to the 
dangerous nature of the surroundings — to these 
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slimy bills, where not only boars bide in the 
rushes but where men might easily lie in wait 
for stray travellers. His mind seemed singularly 
full of suspicion, and I could tell from bis quick 
glances to right and left that he was on his guard 
against some possible unseen enemy. In another 
half ^our we reached the forest of poplars, willows 
and licorice-trees, and it was then that an incident 
occurred which has a direct bearing on my story. 
Sleem suddenly pulled in his horse and warned 
me, with a sharp cry, to do the same. With bis 
eyes directed on the road in front of bim and a 
stem look on his face, be and his t%htly-reined-in 
mare stood like a statue. 

" ' Tarsba I ' be exclaimed. 

" And there, indeed, in front of us, I saw a 
Daboia viper crossing the road. Once it stopped 
and blew up its head in the Cobra di Cai^llo 
fashion, but soon it proceeded on its way and dis- 
appeared in the shrubs. I was for going after it, 
but Sleem told me not to interfere, as only the 
Dervishes, or Moslem monks belonging to the 
holy order of the Sheikh Ehmad el-Erfa 'i, who lived 
in the days of the glory of the Khaleefs of Meso- 
potamia, had authority, as viper-charmers, to 
meddle with snakes. 

" ' Heed not this Tarsha, the Deaf,' said the 
Bedawi, solemnly. ' Shale illab I }n rjahl 
Allah I — Respect to God, oh I men of God I Does 
not the viper-charms himself bid evoybody 
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leave snakes alone ? This Deal One, friend, 
heareth not I ' 

" You know what the Psalmist says, Phihp ? 
' The wicked are like the deaf adder that stoppeth 
her ear ; which will not harken to the voice of 
charmers, charming never so wisely.' The 
Immovable East again, my boy. 

" And perhaps it was just as well I followed 
Sleem's advice, for the Daboia Xanthina, which, 
like many vipers, coils and lifts its head ready to 
strike, and then darts in the direction of its victim, 
is a particularly dangerous creature. A mere 
scratch from its fangs is sufiBcient to cause certain 
death. It is generally very httle over a yard in 
length, but is as thick as the Esculap. A nasty 
customer is the Tarsha, or, as it is less poeticaJly 
called, the Za'ara — the short-tailed. 

" Our meeting the Daboia seemed to cast a 
cloud over Sleem Ali-el-Thiab's mind. He 
remained silent until we had crossed the Jordan. 
There was no bridge over the river in those days, 
and as my new friend was unable to swim, I had 
to cross the stream four times : twice for him and 
his mare and twice for my one horse and my 
clothes. In this way we lost quite an hour and a 
half. 

" It was the sight of some caves at the foot of 
the mountains of Moab, and when we had been on 
the road again two hours or so, which caused 
Sleem to open his mouth once more. 
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" ' God curse him t ' he exclaimed, with a bit- 
terness which made me give a quick glance at his 
still solemn, thoughtful face. 

" I asked him to whom he ref^red, whereupon 
he told me the story of the adventure which the 
Daboia and the caves had brought to his mind. 

" The Rascheidy Beda^dn of the western shores 
of the Dead Sea luid come, he related, on a cattle- 
lifting expedition to the eastern shores and were 
overtaken by the Aduans. In their retreat, an 
Aduany Bedawi was killed by Muhammad el- 
Rachidi of the Rascheidy, and, as Moslem law 
recognises, Muhammad was a blood-debtor to 
Sleem and all the Thiab family. Both Jewish and 
Moslem lawgivers are of the same opinion on this 
point. We read in Exodus* : ' He that smiteth 
a man so that he die shall be surely put to death/ 
and a little further on " : ' Eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burning for 
burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.' 
The Koran' ^s : ' Believers I Retaliation is set 
up for murder. A freeman shall be put to death 
for a freeman, a slave for a slave, a woman for a 
woman, and so forth.' 

" Now, years had passed since this encounter 
between the two tribes, and, though a Moslem 
never forgives, Muhammad, who had business 
to attend to away from home, had almost forgotten 
that Aduans might be roaming about. Still, 

* zzi. 12. • Verses 24 and 25. ■ Sura ii. 175. 



t: Go Ogle 



FACE TO FACE 149 

in the instinctive manner of a Rascheidy Bedawi, 
he cautiously crossed the Jerusalem to Jericho 
road and hid in a cave above the declivity of the 
Wady Kelt,— the Brook Cherith of the Bible. 
There, in order to avoid encountering an enemy 
whilst on his way home and on a prospective visit 
up El Ghor to the Beni Sakhr (who roam about 
Bashan and Galilee), he went to sleep, intending 
to come out at nightfall and continue his journey. 
Just before dusk he peeped out of his hiding 
place. But at that very moment, to his terror, 
an Aduany vrais passing and caught sight of him. 
It was Sleem, the son of Ali-el-Thiab. 

" * Ya mal'un il waldain ! — Cursed of both 
parents t ' cried Sleem, riding up with his hand on 
his sword. ' Have you fallen at last into the hands 
of men ? ' 

" Terror-stricken, Muhammad el-Rachidi b^ged 
for his life, crying : ' Ana fi dakh-lak — I am 
undo* your protection I ' 

" Now, it is an unwritten law among these 
people that a dignified Bedawi ought never to beg, 
even for his life. Moreover, Sleem, the son of a 
great chieftain, with three hundred horsemen, 
whose steeds and arms, at least, be could call his 
own, could not, by reason of his superior station, 
refuse a humble petition for mercy. So, as he 
looked down, with blood-shot eyes, on the kneeling 
Muhammad, his blood boiled at the thought that 
he had lost an occasion for vengeance. How sweet 
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it would have been to have carried out the law of 
the Koran : ' A freeman shall be put to death for a 
freeman I ' 

" The well-known words had no sooner occurred 
to him when a strange thing happened. His 
quick eye caught sight of a huge I>aboia viper 
as it coiled back into a hole in the rock above 
Muhanmiad's head I A thought flashed through 
his brain. 

" ' Muhammad el-Rachidi/ said Sleem^ slowly 
and with great presence of mind, 'rise and await 
your destiny.' 

" ' No/ replied the trembling Bedawi, ' not 
until you have sworn that you will not harm 
me.' 

" ' Get up, accursed ! ' cried Sleem, severely. 
' I swear by Allah and the Ufe of Allah t — ^Wallahi 
Billahi t— that I, the son of Thiab, will not seek 
your life, neither by this firearm' — ^touching his 
carabine — ' nor by this steel ' — ^touching his 
sword — ' but will leave you to die by God's will 
and when he will. And now, Muhammad, swear 
to me that, in return, you will never again attempt 
anything against any of my family, great or small ; 
and as we have no prayer-niche or other sacred 
place near by, put your hand into that hde, repre- 
senting a Mulirab (a prayer-stand) ' — pointing to 
the Daboia's retreat — 'and swear.' 

" Muhammad el-Rachidi rose and readily put 
forth his hand, but no sooner had it entered the 
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hole than the deadly stroke was given and he fell, 
with pallid face, to the ground. 

" ' Kteeby wa inkatbat ! — the sentence was 
written ! The sentmce was written 1 ' cried 
Muhammad, whose features were already b^in- 
ning to twitch convulsively, ' I was destined to 
die here and to-day ! ' 

" ' Naseebak t God willed it I It is your lot/ 
cried Sleem, fiercely, as he coolly looked on at the 
agony of his enemy. 

" A quarter of an hour later the Bedawi turned 
rein, leaving the dying Rascheidy to the jackals 
and the hyxnas, and rode at full speed to his 
tribe, eager to announce the happy yet fatal news. 
And the women ululated and joy went through 
the camp, for the dead Aduany was revenged. 

" Such was the story which Sleem Ali-el-Thiab 
related to me when, invited to pay my first 
visit to his people, I was riding with him towards 
their encampment," concluded Theodore Ralston. 
" As we reached the ' black tents of Kedar,' of 
which the Bible tells us, night was coming on and 
barking dogs came forth to meet us. At the tent 
doors fires had been lit for supper and women were 
busy baking. Half-naked children ran about in 
all directions. Horses of the finest breed, all 
ready saddled, were tethered at a short distance. 
Cows and camds were chewing in the central parts 
of the camp. And, later, men gathered before 
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the guest-tent, sipping their coffee and smoking 
their pipes, to talk over the events of the day 
and discuss the question of a Ghazfi to be under- 
taken as soon as the harvest vras over and the 
wheat had been stored away in the wheat-wells." 
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IX 



"Bout §1 Maib 'alia Ihimmo, Ui toUwf 'kakak minmo." 



The sons of Adam disdain dogs, but in many 
places they raise us up and utilise us. Thus, in 
the camp where I lived, there were shepherd 
dogs, with thick fur, and watch-dogs, with a smooth 
coat all over, and the tall, thin greyhounds 
which are used for hunting the gazelles on the 
broad plains of Philistia, near my first home. 

I was bom in camp, south of Beersheba, and 
belonged to a family of the Azazmeb Arabs. On 
account of my jet black fur they called me Lail, 
— N^ht. We travelled up and <i)wn the desttt of 
Edom. Sometimes my masters camped near the 
borders of Gaza. And once, when our people were 
hard pursued by the Jahaline Arabs, with whom 
we were at war, we passed near a village. When 
young and on the move, I was carried on the 
back of a camd with the children, but later I 
followed — mile after mile — on foot, with the 
other dogs of our community. 

Though each dog belonged to a separate tent 
and each received his food from his own masttf , 
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we exercised our calling in common. All night, 
or whenever we heard strange sounds, we barked. 
We were more indifferent to the waihng of jackals ; 
— ^we pitied the poor fellows, and they never 
(except at certain periods, wh^i even jackals and 
bitches meet) came near us. But we pricked up 
the stumps of our cropped ears when the hideous 
laughter of the hyeena was heard, and together 
we chased in the direction of the enemy. In 
the da3rtime we were genially at rest, within the 
shadow of the tents, but only tmtil some foreigner 
passed. We could easily distinguish Fellahin 
or other strangers, who generally came on foot or 
on mules. Tlien we would l^k our loudest. 
But should any Bedawi or camels of our own tribe 
approach by day or by night not a dog would move 
his tongue. Of course, there were exceptions to 
the rule. A Bedawi might come in or try to 
enter from the west, where the tent ropes indicate 
there is no entrance, and that we could never allow. 
Full of experiraice^and covered with woimds and 
scars, were my elders. Our first leader was Sabe'— 
the Lion, who really deserved his name. He bad 
lost an eye in a fight with a huge hyaena, which, 
creeping up to the camp, would have carried off a 
goat or a sheep but for Sab6"s vigilance. Sab6* 
attacked the hyaena, but before the other dogs 
arrived to assist him, the beast, with his mighty 
teeth, had seized our leader's head and pierced an 
eye. Feeling the dogs upon him, our enemy fled 
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for his life and told his fellows that th^ had 
" better eat clay than risk a battle with the dogs 
of the Arab."' The news spread^ and thus did 
Sab^' come to be dreaded by all the wild beasts 
of the neighbourhood. 

Baida, the old white bitch, too, was marked 
across her back with scars which she had received 
in a fight with two wolves. But for Ibrak, the 
black and white dog, who became the leader of 
our band when Sabe* (as I will tell you presraitly) 
was killed, she would have been almost skinned. 
A brave and trustworthy chief was Ibrak. His 
master often used to say : " I could not be sure of 
retaining my teat and my flocks without him. 
His place is marked." Yet Ibrak had a broken 
limb, the result of an attack on our camp, — ^this 
time by man. There wea^ few of us, indeed — 
and least of all Hawa, the Wind, who could almost 
fly — ^who could not say that he or she had licked 
an honourable wound. 

Looking back to those daj^, I think that I can 
say that we were generally well treated by our 
masters. Was it because they needed us ? For 
they say, you know : " Kiss the dc^ on the 
mouth, till you obtain what you want of him." 
Yes ; I thiiik that the Bedawln are really fond 
of dogs. Was not Sabe' as much loved by his 
owner as he was feared by the wild beasts ? . . . 
Poor SabeM What a splendid lead^hewasl— 

* A well-known Arab provtxh. 
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what keen senses he possessed I — how easily he 
could detect the slightest smell or sound I 

II 

Late one evening, when the camp-fires had died 
out, an unaccustomed sound was heard in the 
darkness. As quick as lightni:^, Sabe' rushed in 
the direction of the noise, closely followed by Hawa, 
Ibrak, Beda, and the remainder of our band. 
We found a man lying on the ground ;— he had 
stumbled over a peg and ^ tent-cord. What 
could have been his business there, late at night 
and coming from the west, whence no honest 
Bedawi comes ? ^ We all compassed him and 
attacked him fiercely, ' and Sabe* who had bitten 
him in the calf of the leg, would surely have torn 
him to pieces had not the intruder shot him in the 
head. 

The report of the pistol alarmed the camp and 
in an instant everyone was afoot. Suffering 
from sev^al bites, and hindered by us from 
escaping, the imknown one was soon captured. 
He was beaten and put in chains until morning, 
when he was found to belong to a neighbouring 
friaidly tribe. What could have been his object 
in coming from the west and in the darkness of the 
night ? Had he come to see a friend ? . . . 
However, a commission of three men from each 

Q Arab camp always face Uie 
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camp was appointed to judge him for killing a dog. 
And as Sabe', according to his owner, was a most 
valuable animal, the culprit was condemned to 
pay for him, — ^the price being a heap of flour as 
high as would reach the tip of Saber's tail when he 
was held vertically with his nose to the ground. 

Afterwards, when I left the camp and lived in a 
town, I fotmd that dogs were killed without 
anybody interfering. But it was different with 
the Bedaw^, who treated us really most respect- 
fully, compared with the disdainful treatment I 
received among townsmen. True, the dogs in 
towns are often very mean. But that is because 
they are ill-used. They have a saying, there, that 
" a dog begat a puppy, who turned out more 
unclean than his fatiier." Now, I beg to ask, 
how can a dog be clean who feeds on carcasses and 
rubbish, and who lies down to sleep in unswept 
streete ? 

Ah I yes, things were very different in my old 
camp. I used even to play with the children and 
receive food from their hands. I was young then, 
for the older dogs never play with the children. 
Though we had nearly always enough to eat, 
the arrival of visitors was ever welcomed among us, 
for that meant a feast for all. The guests received 
their food in a central tent and fed us on the bones 
and scraps. Ours was a social hfe ; we rarely 
quarrelled over food. . . . My thoughts go back 
to a certain day on which a calf was torn to pieces 
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by wolves not far from the encampment. Whrai 
our masters came to the rescue the animal was 
dead, so they abandoned it to us, because they said 
it was unclean.* But we foimd it anjrthing but 
that and all agreed that man's tastes were strange. 

Ill 

After Sabe°s death Ibrak became our leader, 
and about the same time Beda had four young 
ones, which she protected against wind and cold 
behind a tent. One day, a boy from the inside 
touched her soft fur and said : " It is really very 
fine and warm." Whereupon I heard his father 
reprove him and say : " Z^ souf el klaab, na'em 
wa nijiss, — ^Though the dog's wool is soft, it is 
unclean." Feeling very sorry for Beda, I 
approached her to show my sympathy, but she 
flew at me so fiercely that I ran away as fast as I 
could, yelping all the time. How very queer 
both men and dogs are t Our masters speak of 
us as unclean, yet we love them dearly ; whilst 
we are ready, at times, to persecute every weaker 
dog, though its intentions may be of the best. 

When Beda's puppies were three weeks old the 
owner of the last tent came and asked for a Jarru 
(a puppy) and took away a brown one. On 
seeing this Jami's pendent ears, I imagined it 
must be of another race and felt so glad. I 

> Cf. Exodus xxii. 31 : " And y« shall be holy men unto me ; 
neitiier Bh&U ye eat any flesh that is torn of beasts in tlie field ; 
y* shall cast it to the dogs." 
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thought of the fun of pulling them when at play. 
But the cruel man took the poor browny to his 
tent and, cutting his ears in halves, forced him to 
eat the bits, under the pretext that this would 
make him more fierce. The Jami howled and 
howled for hours, whereupon the children laughed 
and called him Kattoosh, — the Earless. He was 
given this name at first for fun, but he ever 
afterwards retained it. 

Kattoosh remained a prisoner in a hen-coop 
for eight days. On rolling away the stone at the 
entrance, to shove in the potsherd containing his 
meal of bread soaked in water, the children daily 
told each other that he was to remain there until 
his wounds were healed. But he was not wholly 
free when released from his box. They attached 
him for another week to a tent-peg, so that he 
might know (as they said) bis home and his mas- 
ters. Then he was freed from his cord, — never, 
during the whole of his life, to be attached 
again. 

It was a free life in the camp of the Bedaw^, — 
a hfe full of new experiences and adventures with 
Kattoo^. I taught him to catch lizards and bark 
and bite at serpents. But we never ate any, as 
jackals and cats do. We dogs preferred to eat 
dry bread, the lentils or pastry which our masters 
wasted, and, once in a while, to gnaw a bone. We 
knew, moreover, how to find the carcasses of 
animals lying at a distance, long before the smell 
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reached us, by the sight of the vultures and ravens 
soaring above them. 

That first winter of my life, — ^how wdl I remem- 
ber it I Continual rains broi^ht much trouble 
to our camp. We could never find a dry jdace. 
As we had not 3ret left the mountains, the flocks 
suffered terribly from scarcity of food. One 
afternoon, dtuing a thunderstorm, several weak 
goats were lost. We himted for them the next 
morning and at last found their dead bodies near 
some rocks, under the lee of which they had sought 
shelter. Again there was a big feast, in company 
with the birds of the air and the beasts of the field. * 
We barked all night to drive away the jackals and 
the hyanas, but at last we could eat no more, so 
we returned to the camp and slept tmtil dawn. 
Only two carcasses were left, and these were gnawed 
and torn, when we later inspected the remains. 
Hyaenas had carried away the others. And very 
soon the ravens and the eagles finished the rest. * 

On account of the severe winter and the stench 
from the carcasses, our masters loaded the camels 
with the tents and furniture, and set off towards 
the warmer lowlands. Whilst on the way we 
overtook another party of Arabs, whose destina- 
tion was the same as ours. The two bands, who 
were on friendly terms, greeted each other with 
fair words. But I never heard of dogs of differoit 
camps doing the same. No sooner did we see the 

* Cf. II. Sunoel xxi. 10. * Cf. Proverbs xxx. 17. 
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rival pack than we attacked it fiercely. Never 
before was there such a barking and a howling, 
such a growling and a tearing at each othor as 
then. Friend and foe were soon inextricably 
entangled, each snapping and jumping at his 
neighbour's throat, imtil, at last, the men inter- 
fered with sticks and clubs. * In the midst of this 
terrible mel^ I received a blow on the head which 
stunned me and left me stretched on the ground 
as though dead. 

" Poor Lail I " I heard some of my people 
say. " What a pity I Who was it struck him ? " 

As they were discussing the matter, an elderly 
man intervened and said : — 

" Why trouble your heads about him ? You 
know the proverb : ' A dog became a carcass.' 
Lose no more time I Had it been Sabe' the One- 
eyed, or Ibrak the Lame, or Hawa the Swift, 
or even Beda the Flayed, we might have sought 
out the evil-doer. But it is only Lail t He had 
a big voice, a good appetite, and he hid during 
the night. Allah yekhfi, — May God hide him ! " 

And they left me lying in the middle of the rough 
roadway. I could hear their footsteps and voices 
fading away in the distance but could not move a 
hair. 

IV 

The day was far gone when I heard strange 
voices approaching, — voices siu:ely not those of 

> Cf. I. Samuel xvii. 4a 
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Bedawtn. The new-comers rode on mules and 
had luggage sacks. There were no camels, no 
women, no children, and not a single dog. Their 
conversation had nothing to do with either flocks 
or camps or war expeditions. They spoke in a 
strange dialect of buildings and towns, of the sale 
of butter and he-goats, of money and of the buying 
of bread. Ah ! how hungry I was and how the 
mention of food made me long for some ! 

" Halloo ! " cried the first man on catching 
sight of me. " Here's a dog. How came he 
here ? " 

And uttering a strai^e call — " Kss ! Kss ! " — 
he cast a morsel of bread in my direction. I rose 
and timidly crept towards it, for I feared their 
strange faces. There was nought else to strike 
terror in my heart, — neither sticks, nor stones, 
nor weapons ; they carried hardly a stick with 
which to beat their mules. 

I followed them when the bread was eaten, for 
what more does a dog require than bread and 
human company ? Though they were almost 
always harsh to me when I approached too near, 
yet, from time to time, they threw me food. 

By evening we came to a stone-built village. 
The houses were further apart than our tents, 
which form a protection one to the other. There, 
every house had a protecting wall around it and a 
door leading into a courtyard. And every house 
possessed a dog, which, barking and rushing 
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inside the wall, threatened to reach us. Evidently 
these animals were of the watch-dog class, like 
our own ; only they did not live together, as with 
us. Tliis struck me as strange. For I had alwa5fs 
imagined that, just as m^i gathered together, so 
did dogs flock together by night, when they hved 
in the same group of houses or tents. There were 
few of these village dogs, too, which had scars. 
Were they never attacked by beast or by man ? 

My new masters tethered the mules in an en- 
closure away from the houses, and there I stood on 
guard all night. That is a dog's work, and it is 
well, in an unknown place, to be loud-voiced and 
angry. But long before dawn, and whilst the 
stars were still twinkling, the mules were packed 
and off we wrait, over hills and valleys, through 
olive-groves and vineyards. Noon found us near 
water, where the mules drank and fed and rested ; 
at sunset we reached a big gate and a place 
surrounded by high walls. 

There were no courtyards to the houses in this 
city, * and as we passed along the streets I wondered 
where the dogs could be. Soon, every man in our 
party went in a different direction, so that I was 
at a loss to know whom to follow. I could not 
forget that I was nobody's dog . . . My choice 
fell on the man who had first given me bread. 
Dismounting from his mule, he knocked at a 
door, which he entered with his animal. I 

* Jerasalem. 
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prepared to follow. But to my disappointment 
he turned round and kicked me, exclaiming : — 

" Out ! unclean dog ! Barra ! Yen 'al I — Out, 
cursed animal I " 

And he banged the door behind him, 
murmuring : " Akhs ! Coward I " 

There I was, alone in a great city, where people 
possess everything more plentifully than in a 
camp yet have no room for a dog. But a faithful 
dog will not abandon his master's house because 
curses are heaped upon him. It is true that they 
say : " He who is in need of a dog calls him Had] 
Ehmad." Howevo*, as in the fields, where I was 
wanted, I continued my duty. All through the 
night and at everyone who passed I barked my 
loudest. Many were the stones which came my 
way. 

My reward came with the dawn, whai the people 
in the houses threw their refuse into the streets. 
Soon I learnt that I must pick up my living in this 
way or die ; so for several days I sought among the 
rubbish heaps for food. One morning, three or 
four men came along, dragging a dead ass out of 
the town. Several dogs were following, so I 
joined them. Seeing us, one of the men said : — 

" Verily proverbs are ever true I Do not we 
say : ' Mote il *Hameer faraj lal klaab — TTie 
death of donkeys is providential for dogs ? ' 
Look, they are following us already." 

They dragged the dead ass beyond the city 
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gates and there, over the dunghill, cast it down. ' 
For a moment we stood overlooking the deep 
declivity, and behold, at the bottom, were ravens 
and dogs searching for morsels among the bones of 
older skeletons. Down we scampered and began 
to feast on the new carcass. Of course, there 
was plenty for all, making it needless to quarrel. 

With my head all besmeared with blood (no 
wonder the sons of Adam call us tmclean I ) 
I passed back through the city gates and, greeted 
with sticks and stones, ran for my life. At the 
end of a long thoroughfare with a sharp turning 
I came to a place where many busy people were in 
front of food shops and dogs were on every side. 
One big fellow, covered with scars, was lying down 
in front of a shop where a man was cooking pastry 
and putting it oa plates. It was the smell of the 
Sanm (melted butter) which attracted my atten- 
tion. The well-known odour made me Uft my 
nose and snifi the scented air. The man with the 
pastry threw a piece which had fallen on the 
ground in my direction. I pounced upon it, 
whereupon the big dog growled and made a rush 
to deprive me of the tasty morsel. Flight was 
impossible, — I was in a comer ; the only thing 
to do was to back, imploringly, against the wall. 
But at that moment the pastryman cried : — 

" A'raj ! What are you about ? " 

> Cf. Jeremiah xxii. 19 : " He shall be buried wiOi the 
borial of an av, drawn and cast beyond the gate* of Jerunlem." 
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A'raj, the Lame One, obeyed and limped back 
to receive his legitimate share. 

At last I had found a man who really loved a 
dog. 



Ev^ day foimd me outside the shop of the 
good-hearted pastrycook. There I had ample 
opportunity for completing my dty education. 
Many were the things which came under my 
observation. I noticed, for instance, that the 
cook's customers were only men, — ^that no women 
were about the streets, as in the camp. One or 
two I had caught sight of in the houses, but they 
seldom went out and very rarely to the shops. 
Another impressive fact was that A'raj had 
pointed ears, — a proof that cropping was not gen- 
erally practised in the city. But though many 
dogs had whole ears, there was not one without 
scars. A little later I leamt how these came. 
One forenoon, when I was sleeping, a band of 
boys came towards me with sticks and stones^ 
and as I nev«: suspected mischief, they covered 
my body with blows and wounds. Ever after, 
on the appearance of boys, I got up and ran in the 
opposite direction. 

A*raj, who wasalways lying in the neighbourhood 
of his master's shop, was the chief of his qiiarter. 
Every dog within a himdred yards acknowledged 
him as leader and every bitch almost crawled 
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when he stood up. When a strange dog, on its 
way irom the dunghill, passed through the 
pastrycook's street, A 'raj would give the signal 
and we would attack him until he was out of 
our region. I discovered from this that each dog 
had his own quarter and kept to it as much as 
possible. 

Not far away was the street where the butchers' 
dogs congregated. One of them I knew and thus, 
under his protection (for I was never very strong 
and nobody ever feared that / should become a 
leader) I visited his home and discovered his mode 
of life. The doorposts and the shelves of the shops 
were all bloody and greasy ; skinned he-goats and 
rams hung outside on hooks ; and the dogs licked 
the blood as it dropped to the ground, or caught 
the pieces of bone as they flew from the butchers' 
wooden blocl^. Small indeed was our portion, 
for these greedy dogs, that could never be satisfied, 
vreuld not let us apfroach.' 

There was no growing very ^t on the Uttle food 
I found here and there. The bare Hving I found 
was nothing in comparison with my free field 
and camp life. And so, when I slept, I dreamed 
of tents and Kattoosh, of running with Sabe* and 
Beda, and with Ibrak and Hawa. Sometimes I 
would jump up as though jackals were approach- 
ing or distant soimds had broken upon the quietness 
of the camp. Howl longed then for the old home! 

1 Cf. iMiah Ivi. 11. 



t: Go Ogle 



168 THE IMMOVABLE EAST 

Very often herds of he-goats and rams passed 
through our streets, driven by men who had 
knives in their girdles. Were they shepherds ? 
— thought I. Sometimes they returned, carrying 
dead skinned animals on their shoulders. I 
puzzled over the reason for this strange occurrence. 
One day I determined to follow, and foimd that, 
instead of driving the animals to the fields, they 
gathered them into a dirty space, strewn with 
bones and homs, soaked with blood, and swarming 
with flies. Then I began to tmderstand. I saw 
the animals bound by their feet, thrown on the 
ground and slaughtered, just as they used to do in 
camp. Only there they killed them one at a time ; 
here, in the city, they slaughtered them by scores. 

Many dogs were congregated at this slaughter- 
ing place. But what strange beasts they were I 
Not one of them barked at me. I thought that 
they must be dumb* and remembered that I had 
once heard someone say, when a dog would not 
move : " He is like the dogs of the slaughtering 
place, wishing for hunger and rest." 

Like them, that day, I ate till I could neither 
move nor bark. But aJl the time I felt disgusted 
at the m3niads of flies and worms, the smell of 
blood, the vultures, and above all at my lazy 
dumb companions with their rough wild fur. 
Once more I yearned for the old life : my play- 
mates the children, the desert, the pure open air, 

> Cf. Isaiah Ivi. 10. 
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and the clear moonlit nights when we used to bay 
at the great Hght, thinking that someone was 
approaching with a lantern. And I b^an to 
ponder over the problem of how to leave the dty 
b^iind me. 

VI 

Once more I followed the rams to the slaughter- 
ing place and once more I passed a day with the 
dumb dogs, licking blood. ^ But not many animals 
were killed that day ; those that were spared 
were driven out of the city to the fields. I seized 
my opportunity and followed the man who was 
behind them, — a man with bare legs and certainly 
not of the city. He had looked at me, as I thought, 
compassionately, and had thrown me bread. 
Once he had actually called out, " TaVta'o ! 
Kss-kss I " 

What else could I do but run up to him and 
follow at his heels, almost hidden by the dust 
raised by the Bock of rams ? 

Oh ! the joy at having once more found some 
one to care for me I 

The rams were put up in a village and through- 
out the night I ran about the court, barking. In 
the da3rtime I followed to the pastures. From 
time to time the shepherd fed me, for I soon 
became indispensable. I searched die rocks 
which the flocks passed for hiding jackals or men 
who might be lying in wait to steal the goats 

1 C/. I. Kii^ sdi. 38. 
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or lambs. I brought them together when they 
strayed too far from their master. I guarded them 
against the danger of the night. The people 
of the house, who called me Ghareeb, because, to 
them, I was a Stranger, said that I was worth a 
man, — and even more than some men. 

Life in my new home was infinitely more pleas- 
ant than that in the city. Yet I saw little of the 
other dogs about the village, each being attached 
to his own house. Sometimes, however, I met 
my next door neighbour on the refuse-heaps near 
the ovens and played with him. * Yes, once more 
I wrestled and romped in the open. But more 
than this, — we received gifts of lumps of bread, 
or dough which had fallen into the ashes, and, 
when the men were absent, were even admitted 
to the houses by the women and fed by their 
hands. On rainy days we entered the warm oven 
building, which is always a part of the house, and 
went to sleep in the warm ashes imtil dawn. 
When the noise of the mills ceased and the 
women came to bake the bread we crawled out, 
because we did not care to be driv«i forth, and on 
hearing the footsteps of men or bo3rs we scampered 
away for our lives. The men often kneel down to 
pray on the roof or elsewhere, and on these occa- 
sions are particularly angry with us. I have heard 
them say that we must not on any accoxmt be 

> The Arabs say, wfaen spe^dng of this or that raie's condnct : 
" He is aa fnnny as a dog pfaying od a dtmghill." 
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allowed to approach them ; and even when, 
perchance, we have taken a bath, they shun us 
the more, saying that the water dripping from our 
coats soils their praying ground and that for 
" forty shards about a dog it is unclean." Little 
wonder that we are fond^ of women than of men I 
These sons of Adam are indeed curious folk. 
They are fond of cats, who steal their food and are 
never chased as we are. They permit them to he 
on the skirts of women and children, and, worse 
still, th^ regard them as holy. Cats catch rats 
and mice and serpents and lizards, which we 
disdain, — and yet they call them holy I But 
^we are unclean and filthy beasts. They even 
believe that a cat will be avenged, saying : " For 
killing a cat there is no pardon." They tell 
stories about Soandso, who became blind for hav- 
ing killed a cat, — about another whose leg was 
broken for having ill-treated a cat. Never, never 
do they speak of the evil which follows on the ill- 
treatment of a dog. And though they know and 
repeat : " The cat has got into the habit of eating 
chickens," all they do when it is at fault is to 
shout : " Out I cat . . . Barra ! Biss !*'... 
Ah I yes, cats have indeed a good time compared 
to us. Thq' sleep indoors on the mats and on the 
bedding ; they sit by the warm fire ; they eat 
with their masters and mistresses ; they are 
caressed by them and their fur is declared to be 
as soft as silk. 



t: Go ogle 
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Have you ever noticed, too, among the Arabs 
that when anyone has shown courage he is com- 
pared to the noble lion, — an animal which they 
know only by name ? Yet they maintain that 
" a lion remains a Hon, though he be brought up 
with d<^s, but a dog remains a dog, though he be 
warmed on a golden stove." Certainly we are 
dogs and can never he anything else. 

Another injustice : when a man is not quite 
fair in his dealings, the dog is taken as a com- 
parison. " A d(^'s tail," they say, " can nevCT 
be straight, though you put it imder a hundred 
presses." What has our curved tail to do with 
men's vices ? I beheve that if our tails were as 
straight and as stiff as a ruler they would still 
find fault with it. 

One day people of another race and speech* 
passed through our village. They had dogs with 
collars on, — anothw unknown thing with us. 
And when we village dogs ran to chase them, they 
hid behind their masters, who even touched and 
caressed them. I wonder how they^ liked this? 
When men or women stretch out thdr hands to 
us it is generally with no good intention, and we 
jump aside as quickly as possible. Only the grey- 
hounds in my old camp were touched and fed by 
the hand of man. They were given just the 
right quantity of food, to hinder them from feeding 

» Europeans. 
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on carrion ; and their feet were anointed with 
oil before starting on a hunting expedition, so 
that their paws, when pursuing the swift-footed 
gazelles, would not stick in the mud. 

However, notwithstanding all my complaints, 
I have been better off in the village than in the 
city, and though I have had less to eat than in 
my first home, I have spent many happy years 
here. Sometimes the people eat nothing all 
day, but there is generally plenty for all by night 
time. Of cotu'se, dogs are now chosen as a proof 
that there is no virtue for fasting in Ramadan, as 
shown by the saying : " If himgering led to 
Paradise, the dogs would eater first." However 
that may be, the other day I fotmd a bone, and as 
a neighbour's dog came to snatch it avny , I jumped 
at his throat and growled in Arabic : " Hathi 
'adem ti-i-i-i-i I " ^ 

Menacingly, he demanded : " Bakam sharate 
ba-a-a-a-a I "* 

Whereupon, showing my teeth, I barked : 
"Balft Balfl"* 

Then he ran off, leaving me in peace. 

VII 
I am old now. I can hardly see ; I can hardly 
hear. Like many of my fellow dogs, my barking 

1 " This is my bo-o-o-o-ne t " 

• " What did you pay fo-o-o-o-r it ? " 

* " A thousand 1 A thousand I " 
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has lost its force. Soon I shall die and be thrown 
over the rocks to decay. Nobody feeds on dead 
dogs ; neither vtdtures, nor ravens, nor jackald^ 
nor those of my own kind. Worms alone nourish 
themselves on our meat and skin. That is the 
reason, p^haps, why we are often spoken of as 
" a dead dog, good for nothing." * 

* I. Suand xxiv. 14. II. Samnel ix. 8 ; xvi 9. 
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CREATURES IN COUNCIL 
I 

When Allah created the animals, He gathered 
them all into one place, and an angel of the 
Azizis, seated next to his throne, was commanded 
to assign particular regions to them, with meat 
specially adapted to their requirements. This 
arrangement suited all the beasts of the field and 
the birds of the air very well indeed, with the 
single exception of tlje serpent, who put in a claim 
to Adam that he had a right to feed on human 
fle^ and blood. Adam reptied that he must 
have a year in which to reflect, and promised that 
at the end of this time he would give his answer 
at a great congress to which all animals should be 
invited. 

Whether this interview took place before or 
after Adam's expulsion from Paradise is unknown, 
so far back does it date in the history of the world. 
But very probably it must be placed after the 
Fall, when Adam's wisdom was on the decline. 
Otherwise, would he have been so foolish as to 
commission the mosquito to test the blood of all 
living creatures and report thereon ? Naturally, 
that wicked insect foimd that human blood was 
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best. However, Adam had a friend in the 
swallow. Whilst the mosquito was on its way to 
the congress, the faithful bird, which, through 
its annual visits to the Kaaba, knew man's 
religious feelings and sympathised with him, 
discreetly followed and, ere the insect reached its 
destination, pounced down upon it and nipped off 
so large a part of its tongue that its voice became 
a sharp and vicious buzz. As the mosquito was 
unable to express itself in a comprehensive 
manner, the swallow offered its services as inter- 
preter, and declared that the report was " Frogs." 
And that is the reason why, to this day, serpents 
feed on those amphibians. 

Such was the principal question decided at the 
first animals' congress in Palestine. It was a 
long time before a second one was held — not, 
indeed, xmtil just before the Deluge, when Noah 
was confronted with the problem of the preserva- 
tion of $pecies. Century after century passed 
without there being any necessity for a fresh 
re-union. But at last the day came when the 
third congress had to be called, this time by the 
creatures themselves, for they wished to discuss 
the wrongs which had arisen through man's 
ignorance of animal welfare, besides certain other 
private questions, llie organisers unanimously 
agreed that for once man must be excluded from 
their councils. , 

Abu Sliman, the fox, who had gathered more 
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documents together than anyone else, and who 
knew the coxmtry better than even man himself, 
thought that the best place for the meeting would 
be the shrubby marches of EI lluleh, in the 
extreme north of Palestine, where all the delegates 
would be able to find good shelter and plenty of 
appropriate food. Adam's sons seldom ventured 
into the thicket for any length of time, and when 
they did they always retired at night time. All 
that the delegates would have to be careful of 
doing was to keep quiet during the day ; then 
their presence would not even be suspected. 
El lluleh, therefore, was chosen, and Tell-el-Kadi, 
the seat of the Judge, and the place where Dan 
had Uved of old was selected as the exact spot 
for the important gathering. 

Abu Sliman, in the course of his speech to his 
collaborators, went on to say that there was no 
need to waste time over discussing the question 
of a chairman. Abu Tasba*, the lion, had long 
been acknowledged to be King of the Beasts, and 
though he did not live in Palestine he could no 
doubt be found without much difificulty on the 
frontiers of Arabia. Let their swiftest messenger, 
Abu Tansar, the white-headed vulture, be sent 
to ofFer him the presidency of the Council. 

So the King of the Birds ^ flew away in a straight 
line across the desert to the jungle of the Euphrates. 
Cautiously soaring in big circles above the banks 

* As axikxiOvAedgfid by Solomcm (Palestine Folk-Jore). 
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of the river, he searched and searched until at 
last he found the lair of Abu Tasba*. Swooping to 
earth, he delivered the invitation. Abu Tasba' 
did not take long to decide ; so great a recognition 
of his strength could not meet with a cold refusal; 
he accepted with a roar of delight and announced 
his intention of starting for El lluleh imme- 
diately. Only, Abu Tansar must lend him his 
aid as an aerial scout, and enable him to avoid 
camps and inhabited places, if he were to reach 
his destination quickly and safely. 

Meanw4iile, Snoonoo, the swift, sped from 
village to village and from moxmtain to mountain, 
inviting delegates from all the domestic animals 
to the congress, during the sittings of which it 
was thoroughly understood no one should be 
molested. Food in abundance was held forth 
as an inducement to all to come. The marshes of 
El lluleh — an ideal oasis — were not only full of 
juicy plants for the v^etarians, there were large 
h^ds for the carnivorous animals, fish for the 
king-fishers and divers, myriads of insects for the 
birds, and a multitude of minor animals for the 
reptiles. 

II 

It was a clear moonlight evening when the 
congress met — ^the most favourable time that 
could have been chosen, as some of the delegates 
would have been qmte at a loss on a dark night, 
and daylight would have been equally troublesome 
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to others. The Ghawameh Bedawln having 
retired for the night with their cattle, the members 
— previously advised by the soft-footed mouse, 
the silently flitting bat and other envoys, to make 
as little noise as possible — quietly dropped in one 
by one. 

Leaning against the bole of a gigantic oak, the 
King of Trees, sat Abu Tasba', the King of Beasts, 
with Abu Tansar, the King of Birds, and all his 
court perched in the majestic branches — an 
arrangement said to be due to Abu Sliman. Abu 
Dib, the brown bear of Lebanon, rolled in with 
an apolc^. He explained that, being a citizen 
of Djebel-esh-Sheikh, the cold region assigned to 
him by the Azizis, he came as an outsider, but he 
would retire as soon as 'possible, as he could not 
easily support the heati of El Ghor. Abu Tanmar 
the slender leopard, ghded in so noiselessly that 
no one would have noticed him had it not been 
for his spots. Abu Madba', the lean, striped 
hyaena, came heavily into view, gave a hungry 
malicious look at the domestic animals and, 
feigning friendship, went to lie down near a fine 
ass. Abu Ser'han, the solitary wolf, slinked in at 
dusk, looking quite innocent and feeling contented 
with all the world, for he had just fed on a lamb 
outside the truce boundaries. Abu |Sheeby, the 
yellow cheetah, silently followed in his footsteps. 
Pricking up his hairy ears, Abu Fahed, the round- 
headed lynx, silently took his place, amidst a 
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murmur of admiration and stmdiy remarks r^ard- 
ing his resemblance to a cat, near the grandees of 
the quadrupeds. Next came Abu-1-Eliseine, the 
jackal, with a very indifferent call, for he was 
replete through feeding on the carcass of a buffalo. 
In his rear walked the lesser friends : wild cats, 
martens, ichnexmions and porcupines with clatter- 
ing quills, closely followed by hedgehc^, moles, 
rats and, last of all, Abu Ghirreh, the circular 
badger, resembling, as it crawled forward on its 
low legs, a moving cushion. Abu Sliman, the 
acting secretary, introduced the domestic animals. 
There were strong camels of the 'Hauran and the 
moxmtains of Ephraim, lean ones, too, from the 
south of the Dead Sea ; a slender-footed Hajeen 
(dromedary), which carried the mail through the 
sandy wastes of Palestine ; the fiery horses of the 
Bedaub, and a heavy Kedeesh, an animal for 
rough work at the mill or on the road ; mules and 
donkeys ; cow^, oxen and buffaloes ; sheep and 
goats. After these had taken their places there 
came gazelles and hares from the plains, conies 
and ibexes from the diffs of Moab, and wild boars 
from the marshes. Great fruit-eating bats and 
other smaller insect-feeders flitted about in the 
moonlight. Most of the feathered friends had, as 
I have already said, gathered hours before around 
Abu Tansar, as with few exceptions, they were 
day birds. Thus, perched on the strong branches 
next to the great vulture, were eagles, buzzards. 
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harriers, hawks, kites, falcons and owls. Croaking 
ravens and crows sat on smaller branches, and so 
forth, until, on the topmost boughs of the oak tree, 
little robins and titmice fluttered and chirped. 
Other trees, too, were occupied by delegates. 
On a stately palm was entwined a fine specimen, 
with blood-red neck and brownish body, of the 
Esculap, the representative of numerous harmless 
serpents ; whilst near by was a huge Daboia viper, 
representing six venomous species. Nor must 
I omit to mention the Sheikh of the Haradin 
and the Sheikh of the Chameleons, accompanied 
by a green lizard and a house gecko, who were 
perched on the walls of an adjoining ruin. Absen- 
tees among the 550 specimens of the animal 
kingdom of Palestine were very few indeed. The 
only really important delegate who could not 
come — and he sent a warran to present his excuses 
— was the crocodile, who said he did not dare, 
for numerous reasons, to leave the swamps of the 
Zerka in Sharon. 

At last the voice of Abu Tasba' was heard, 
whereupon all chattering, chirping and fluttering 



" Are all the domestic animals here ? " he 
roared. " For their presence at this particular 
congress is of great importance. I dare say that 
some of the poor slaves of mankind have been 
unable to leave their stables and enclosures. 
However, I am glad to see that we are honoured 
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by the presence of Abu Te'hsen, the horse, Abu 
Baghel, the mule, Abu Ehmar, the donkey, 
Abu Thor, the ox, and Abu Jameel, the camel. 
We are pleased, too, to welcome Abu Klabe, the 
dog, and Bisabis, the cat — late though they be I " 

Abu Klabe and Bisabis issued into the moon- 
light just at that very moment. They had been 
quarrelling on their way as to which of the two 
was the most useful animal to man. 

" Come now, let us get to buaness," continued 
Abu Tasba'. " Abu Sliman, will you read the first 
item on the programme ? " 

" Dispute between Abu Madba', the hyaena, 
and Baghel, the old mule," read Abu Sliman 
in his most important manner. " In a certain big 
field, full of long grass and very useful for hiding 
in and searching for food, Baghel was appro- 
priating everything to his own use. Now, the 
field belongs to everyone. So a delegation, 
composed of Abu Tanmar, Abu Ser'han, Abu 
Fahed, Abu-1-Ehseine and your himible servant, 
was sent to find out by whose permission Baghel 
ate most of the grass and spoilt the appearance 
of the remainder. Baghel insolently replied that 
he acted perfectly within his rights, and that, 
when and where we Uked, he could show us the 
firman he had received from his superior." 

" Very good ! " exclaimed Abu Tasba'. " We 
must settle this matter without delay. What 
have you got to say in your defence, Abu Baghel ? " 



lyGOOgIC 



A CONVINCING FIRMAN 183 

" Exactly what I told the delegation," replied 
the old mule, confidently. " It is quite true 
that I possess a written finnan given me by the 
Dispenser of all Good Things, the Owner of the 
Universe, and written in very fine and subtle 
letters. If it is correct, as Abu Madba' states, 
that he is a scholar and can read, let him come 
near to me, and, in the presence of the assembly, 
prove his ability. I will say no more, save that 
Abu Madba' is an old sorcerer who, being unable 
to eat grass himself, is full of jealousy and wishes 
to see me condemned to death." 

"A very straightforward reply," said the Chair- 
man. " Very well, show him the firman and let 
us get to more serious business." 

" As I have no pockets in which to keep the 
document," explained Abu B^hel, as the hysna 
approached, " I have hidden it under one of my 
trind hoofs." 

And with these words he lifted up one of his 
hoofs. 

" I cannot see anything," said Abu Madba'. 

" Didn't I tell you," repUed the old mule, 
" that the firman is written in very fine characters ? 
How can you expect to see it at that distance, 
and in such a poor light too ? Draw near and then 
you'll be convinced." 

The hyaena came nearer. 

" Whew ! " exclaimed Baghel, aiming well and 
kicking with all his might when he considered his 
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adversary was close enough. " If that doesn't 
convince you nothing will I " 

The blow alighted on Abu Madba"s nose, and 
sent him rolling, senseless, a dozen yards away. 

Whereupon there arc«e such a yelling and a 
shrieking, such a bellowii^ and a croaking, such 
a grunting and a snorting, such a ne^;hing and a 
braying, such a hissing and a whizzing as had 
never been heard before at one spot. It seemed 
as though the very trees and bushes had joined 
in the laughter at the most striking proof of the 
accuracy of a firman ever given. 

Abu Sliman was the only one who kept his head. 
Conscious of the importance of his position as 
chief organiser of the congress, and its secretary, 
he did his best to call the delegates to order. But 
it was some minutes before he could make himself 
heard. 

" Yawlat, yawlat ! — Children, children I " he 
at last succeeded in saying. * " I beg of you to be 
prudent. Man may be about and spoil all our 
plans. ... I think we may unanimously decide 
that Abu Baghel has fully made out his case. 
So we will pass to the next question. I have a 
very important document, signed by a well-known 
delegate, to read to you and would beg you to give 
me your most earnest attention." 

But it was some time before the hilarity wholly 
subsided and there was complete silence. At 
last he began to read, as follows: — 
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" Sons of Adam sneer at us, chase us and call 
us names. Sometimes they are right but very, 
very often they are wrong in their appreciations. 
Besides, they are often guilty of ill-treating our 
friends, the domestic animals, who so rarely revolt 
against them. Who has not heard the story of 
' Lail,' — an excellent instance of the ungrateful 
manner in which the sons of Adam treat their 
most faithful friend the dog ? But others could 
tell equally striking stories of cruelty and neglect. 
Now, as citizens of Palestine — citizens before 
man was created here — ^we are ready to protest. 
But let everyone do it for himself. My purpose 
at present is to point out how very much men are 
dependent upon us. They require not only our 
services but very often our names, to designate 
their abodes, properties, hills, springs and so forth. 
Here are a few instances in wMch sites have been 
named after us. There are 

three for leopards, as Ninuin, etc. ; 

three for hyanas, as Wad-ed Dab'a, etc. ; 

three for camels, as Beit-ej-Jmal, etc. ; 

three for boars, as Wad-el-Khanzeer, etc. ; 

four for sparrows, as Ain-el-'Asafeer, etc. ; 

three for bees, as Khirbet Nalileh, etc. ; 

two for horses, as Nekeb-el-Khale, etc. ; 

two for ibexes, as Ain-Jiddy and Wad-el- 
Bedoon ; 

two for vultures, as 'Ebr-en-Nisr, etc. ; 

two for serpents, as Ain-el~Hayeh, etc. ; 
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two for flies, as Dair-Dubban^ etc. ; 

one for the buffalo, as Birket-ej-Jamoos ; 

one for the crocodile, as Nahr-et-Tamsa'h ; 

two for dogs, as Nahr-el-Kalb, etc. ; 

one for the gazelle, as 'Ain Ghazaleh ; 

one for the wolf, as Khalet-eth-Theeb ; 

one for the jackal, as Jum-el-Wawy ; 

one for the fox, as TeU-el-Ehseiny ; 

one for the badger, as Abu-l-Ghrair j 

one for the donkey, as Beni Ehmar ; 

one for the coney, as Khirbet el-Wabar ; 

one for the partridge, as 'Ain-esh-Shananeer ; 
and 

one for the fleas, as Nahr Barghut. 
There is also Khirbet-el-Assad, the Lion's Ruin. 
But there is a difierence between this and the 
names I have cited. These names all point to 
ancient sites which once existed in the vicinity 
of their modem representatives, whereas the 
name of the lion is generally used as a mere badge. 
Humans employed the lion's name as an emblem 
of strength ; and his image — graven images being 
forbidden — is the only one they will permit. 
Thus, we have lions' images at the Gate of El Kuds, 
on the brieve near Lydda, on old temples in the 
Hauran, and elsewhere, just as in the days of 
Solomon, who had them sculptured on his 
throne." ' 

Abu Tasba' here interrupted the speaker with 

* II. Chronkles ix. 18-19. 
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the remark that this was all heraldry. But it 
was a fact that there was no definite locality known 
for lions. 

Whereupon Abu Sliman, continuing the dele- 
gate's dissertation, read some old passages 
concerning old and young lions. ' 

" I^ooks very much like the Euphrates region," 
remarked Abu Tasba'. 

" Then a certain judge named Samson," con- 
tinued Abu Sliman, " killed a lion in Philistia with 
his staff and took honey from its body." ' 

" Nonsense I " exclaimed the Chairman. " Who 
ever heard of a lion being killed with a staff, or of 
bees building in a carcass ? That writer never 
studied nature." 

" Once upon a time, too, an Ash Allheem,' who 
came from Bethel, was killed by a Uon and left 
by the roadside with his ass ; and both beasts 
stood by the carcass contemplating it for 
hours." * 

" This is sheer lunacy," growled Abu Tasba*. 
"The writer who recorded that incident had 
never seen a lion in his life, otherwise he would 
have known that when we kill a warm-blooded 
being we carry it away and eat it." 

" There is a story of a prophet who was cast 
by a king* into a den of lions." • 

" Ah t I can vouch for that," said the lion. 

' Job iv. 10 ; xxviH. 8. • Judges xiv. 8. 

• Dervub. • I. KiagB xiii. 24. * Daniel vi. 16. 
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" It happened in my own country. Kings always 
capture lions." 

" Then there was a young shepherd, David, 
in the wilderness of Judfea, who smote a lion and 
a bear, and took a lamb out of their mouths." * 

Here both Abu Tasba' and Abu Dib roared and 
growled so terribly that Abu Sliman, thinking his 
last moment had come^ slipped away into the 
bushes. 

" How can I help what has been written ? " 
he cried piteously. " I am but your most humble 
servant." 

But it took some time for the anger of the lion 
and the bear to subside. Both were on their feet 
together, loudly protesting against the statements 
of holy Scriptm-e. Presmning that they had been 
able to live in the arid desert in question, they 
would each, they said, have taken a lamb and 
gone in opposite directions ; and the shepherd 
boy would have had his work cut out to track 
them. 

The clash of their two voices became so great 
at last that Abu Tasba', in a towering passion, 
roared to the bear : 

" Order I Order ! Abu Dib I Wait until it is 
your turn to speak. . . . Let me say that this 
fairy tale is not worth discussing. But I should 
like to observe that lions, as a rule, do not care 
a scrap for man's opinions and beliefs. Nor do 

> I. Sunnel xvii. 24. 
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they choose between believers and unbelievers 
when they are hungry — it is all one to them 
whether their prey believe in the gods of the 
land or not."* 

" Permit me to remark," said Abu Dib, timidly, 
when the Chairman had sat down, " that perhaps 
the scribe did not know the difference between 
the Dib and the Thlb. Our friend the wolf was 
probably meant. Judaea and Iambs are certainly 
better known to him than they are to us. . . . 
As to the tearing to pieces of forty-two children 
by two Im-Debbab (she-bears) because they made 
fun of the bald head of an old Dervish,' I again 
protest. Maybe a ravenous wolf would kill 
children, but never a bear. We occasionalty carry 
off a kid or a calf, but never can we take two. 
Moreover, I agree with our powerful and respected 
brother Abu Tasba' that we do not put forth our 
strength especially for man's sake. May I ask 
the author of this learned communication whether 
himians have recorded the names of the Dib in 
their writings ? " 

" No," replied Abu Sliman, who had ventured 
back to his place. " Neither in their old, nor in 
their new lists, do we find them." 

On hearing which Abu Dib, with a final growl 
of indignation, sat down. 

Many of the other delegates heard with satis- 
faction that their neunes were known in the Bible. 

> II. Kings xvii. 25. ■ II. Kings ii. 2a-24. 

>*— ("31) 
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There was Beth Nimreh ' standing for leopards ; 
Zeboim," as ancient as history, for the hy»na, 
who was still busily rubbing his poor bruised nose ; 
Zeeb,' changed into the modem Thib, for Abu 
Serban's ancestors ; Engedi, * whore the ibex 
still tumbles over the rocks; besides many 
others. 

As Abu Sliman had by now come to the end of 
the dociunent he had heen asked to read to the 
congress, Abu-1-E'hseine, in his turn, stepped forth 
and said that but for himself and the suffering 
Abu Madba' the sons of Adam would assuredly 
die of pestilence. Were they not instrumental 
in clearing away the dead animals which hrnnans 
carelessly threw around their habitations ? Instead 
of being thankful for this valuable work — and at 
the word thankful Abu Shman sneered, and 
murmured cynically, " Adam's sons do not even 
show thankfulness to each other " — they called 
them false names, such as Wawy and Abu-1- 
Fataiess, the Howler and Father of Carcasses. 

" Suppose we strike for a few weeks," con- 
cluded the jackal, amidst almost universal mur- 
murs of approval, " and see how they would get 
along alone." 

And with these words, as the light of the moon 
was failing, the first sitting of the congress came 
to an end. 

> Numbers xixii. 36. » Genevs x. 19, 

* Judges vii. 25. * Joelina xv. 62. 
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III 

On the following evening it was the domestic 
animals' turn to have th^ say. 

"Abu Jameel," said the lion, addressing the 
camel, " have you any complaint to make against 
Inns ? " 1 

" No," said the camel. " It is true that they 
pat heavy loads upon my back, but I can easily 
carry them. They are rather solicitous of my 
welfare than otherwise. They feed me on pre- 
pared Kersann^,' and, in Rabee, anoint my skin 
with oil and sulphxu- to cure the Jarrab,* which 
I have contracted from another. Occasionally 
they strike me, or pull my jaws with the Karrasat, * 
but I take my revenge in the spring, when the 
Hadr^ makes me lively. Let any man come too 
near me and I dart at him so swiftly that he is 
frightened out of his wits. But we are soon good 
friends again." 

Nor had Abu Ihsane, the bay horse, any com- 
plaints to make against his Bedawtn masters. 
He rather liked the Gh&zt, and even should he 
fall in battle it was a more dignified death than 
the one awaiting his cousin the Kedeesh, who; 
after having turned Byarat* in the gardens, or 
carried loads which often wounded him, was 
abandoned to find a living for himself — a very 
difficult matter for one who was not accustomed 

I Hnmans. ■ Vetches. * Iteh. 

* Camel Mdle. * Bad temper. * Water wheels. 
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to do so from youth, as wild animals are. His 
fate is to pine away and die and be devoured by 
dogs, jackals and hyaenas. 

A general murmm- against Inns followed this 
communication. But Abu Ihsane continued : — 

" I am of the Abeyan race, my silky mane keeps 
insects away, my wdl-fumi^ed tail helps to brush 
flies from my body, full of the purest blood, 
flowing in protruding veins." (At the mention 
of blood all the carnivorous members of the 
congress lifted their noses and sniffed the afr.) 
" I hail from Nejd and Man says that I am of 
divine origin. The Angel Gabriel first rode 
'Heisoon, the divine courser. El Khadr gallops 
above the firmament and produces thunder and 
lightning. My white ancestors were dedicated 
to the Sim, ^ and though the first Hebrew invaders 
maimed horses,' King Solomon introduced a 
great number,' and was so much astonished at 
their excellency that he forgot his prayers the 
day he saw them.* The Prophet Mohanmied 
chose the original Khamsy" who accompanied 
him on his expeditions. Therefore these five, 
Abeyan, Saklawy, Julia, Khalawy, and Marghub, 
are acknowledged to be the only true breeds ; 
and whoever possesses the one or the other con- 
siders himself beytmd all riches. On them the 
Arab nation went from Mecca to Seville ; through 

> II. Kings xxiii. 11. * Joshua xi. 6. * I. Kings iv. 26. 
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their agency empires have changed hands and 
Islam has covered one-third of the world. We 
are well kept, as sacred as the sun horses, and no 
true Arab will allow us to go into foreign lands. 
The Prophet knew the danger of horses getting 
into the hands of foreigners, who might become 
conquerors like himself. Our home and temple 
is all Arabistan. Has anyone been honoured so 
much by Inns as our race has been P Has not the 
Prophet, in his enthusiasm, cried: 'The wealth 
of this world is su^ended from the tuft of hair 
which hangs on the forehead of your horses until 
Judgment Day P ' And does not the Bedawln 
lover sing : — 

" ' RnU> el afrasa 
Talook el aaaiaa 
U taJterkib d akhrAss 
Y^U' id-dood miji er-Rfls9.'> 

Though stallions are presented to foreign princes, 
the mares are kept at home. Let our race remain 
pure and only in Arabia." 

Mules and donkeys were quite content with 
their lot, and even cows and the patient oxen had 
nothing to say. After a day's ploughing with the 
oldest and most primitive instrument, they often 
had rest on rainy days and were fed all the same. 
And with most Fellahln, when thrashing, the old 

* " Riding horses, 
Slackniiiig bridles. 
The tinUmg of ear-ringg 
Drive away care." 
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law was observed — not to muzzle them while 
treading the sheaves. ^ 

The faithful dog said Lail had told everything. ■ 
But he, personally, had nothing to grumble 
at. 

At this moment a little mouse, whilst intently 
listening, rolled over in front of Bisabis. 
" Allah t " exclaimed the cat. " Be careful or 
you will be hxul: 1 " ■ ' Thanks," replied the mouse. 
" Bass aslam minak ! — If only you do me no 
harm I " And with these worcU it climbed into a 
hole out of reach. 

" Birds I " shouted Abu Tansar, who had now 
become Chairman, to replace the tired Hon, and 
who best understood bird language in the Palestine 
vernacular. " Has anybody anything to say ? 
Storks, swallows, pelicans, hoopoes, turtles are 
all in favour of Beni Adam, as they are considered 
almost sacred by them, so let them be quiet." 

The- grifi&n vulture was the first to show his 
hoary head and said : — 

" King Solomon in all his wisdom spoke to 
birds and blessed our ancestor by laying hands 
on his head, which ever afterwards remained white. 
Therefore we cannot speak ill of the hmnan race, 
though they hxmt us for the sake of our bones to 
make Neiy6s. Fortunately, they seldom come 
within our reach, so we have seldom need to 
deplore a victim." 

1 Deuteronomy xxi. 4. ■ See Lmit. pp. 15ft-174. 
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Abu Ghrab, the raven, declared they vrere 
persecuted. Inns called them Baine,^ so when- 
ever they saw Adam's sons they flew away 
long before they could reach them even with a 
gun. 

The red-faced partridge, which Inns call 
Maka'hal, though they never use Kohl^ complained 
that they were treacherously snared at watering- 
places, or with the Bairak on the motmtains.* 
" Not satisfied with having subjugated the fowls, 
these greedy sons of Adam seek the small 
satisfaction of capturing us for a dinner." 

In the name of the Rakta and the Raksha, the 
Rabda and the 'Hamra, the Barjeel and the 
Za'ara (the Daboia), the shining blue-black 
'Hanasb — the Nahash of the Bible and the serpent 
which Moses Ufted up in the wilderness — declared 
that man had written all kinds of absurdities 
regarding them. 

" We are falsely accused of being the cause of 
Adam's expulsion from Paradise. We are said 
to have had 1^ and are condemned to walk 
without them. Every man does his best to kill us, 
saying, ' II 'Heiyeh wul 'Aseiyeh I — For the 
serpent take the stick I ' Because one-seventh of 
all the serpents in Palestine are venomous, we are 
all condemned to death. Natmally we fly for our 
lives whenever man is in the vicinity. We ought 
to be bred rather than persecuted, for we feed on 

* Unlncky. ■ I. Sunnel xxvi. 20. 
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mice, who destroy the crops, and on rats who 
break into their bams. However, we do our duty 
and yearn not for their grateftUness." 
* * * * 

When the animals left EI 'Huleh to return to 
their respective regions they meditated on what 
had been revealed at their great congress. Abu 
Sliman whispered into Abu-I-E'hseine's ear that, 
though many had protested, he thought there 
would be no change in the relations between man 
and the beasts. Adam's sons would continue to be 
kind or brutal as the case might be. " We shall 
have to take our chance," he declared, "and find 
a Uving as best we can in this Immovable East. " 
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THE LADY OF HER BRETHREN 

As I sat at the door of a little coffee-house in the 
main street of Lydda, sipping my Moka and 
drawing at the sweet-scented tombak through a 
bubbling narghile, Sit-Ikhwitha, with that haughty 
bearing which I knew so well, came along upon her 
horse. It was years since I had seen the " Lady 
of her Brethren," but I recognised her at once and 
saw that she still retained her old authority. The 
clatter of her horse's hoofs on the loose stones and 
the musical tinkling of the gold coins on her Burka, ^ 
or half-veil, was the signal for the hushing of 
conversation among the groups of squatting coffee- 
drinkers. Deferential looks met her imperious 
gaze. Salutations denoting profoimd respect 
(some would have called it fear) greeted her to 
right and left, making her slow and stately ride 
through the town, which was built by the tribe of 
Benjamin, a veritable triumphal march. 

But, though I knew Sit-Ikhwitha and her 
history well, the " Lady of her Brethren " passed 
me by unnoticed. Years of absence from the 

* Possibly the veil irttich was given to Sar&h on the bdrders of 
^ypt because, as a northerner, she had none. Abimelech 
■aid unto Sarah : " Behold I have given thy brother a thousand 
pieces ot silver : behold, he is to thee a covering of the eyes, unto 
all that are with thee, and with all other : thns ^e was reproved." 
— Genesia xx. 16. 
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little Christian and Moslem town had turned me 
into a stranger, unworthy even of a passing 
glance. Apart from looking a little older than 
when I had last seen her, Sit-Ikhwitha alone had 
remained umchanged. 

" The Lady of her Brethren " was a very 
dark-complexioned Egyptian, with thick lips, 
strong jaws and a set of teeth (in spite of her fairly 
advanced age) as white as the snows of Hermon. 
Though certainly not what you would call a pretty 
woman, she was far from bedng an ugly one. Hers 
was the beauty of perfect health and superb 
physical strength rather than that of form and 
expression. She was over five feet and a half in 
height, and she sat astride her Arab thoroughbred 
like a man, and with all a man's assurance. Indeed 
at a distance, you might easily have mistaken her 
for one, had it not been for her characteristic 
Egyptian dress. The lower part of her face 
was hidden by her Burka, lined with heavy gold 
coins in order to hold the vdl down. Her shirt 
(the only piece of clothing she wore at home, 
besides the black silken head-veil which she threw 
over her head and shoulders) was dark blue, and 
over this she had a black and white aUc girdle, a 
brown and white striped silk caftan, or long robe 
open in front from the top to the bottom, and, 
finally on the top of these various articles of cloth- 
ing, a black mantle, which, when astride the 
broad saddle of her horse, she threw over her 
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knees. Broad silver bracelets ornamented her 
arms, which were bare, as the broad sleeves of 
her cloak only covered them when they were 
hanging down ; and a pair of yeUow sheep-skin 
boots completed her out-door costume. 

Yes, the " Lady of her Brethren " was un- 
doubtedly unchanged, both in dress and in mann^. 
I could still see her, as of old, speaking in a loud 
voice and gesticulating, so that the coins on her 
Burka, striking each other, kept up a continual 
tinkle. And though, as a rule, she observed the 
Moslem custom of keeping her face covered, I 
could still imagine her, in the fire of conversation 
among men, throwing back her veil and, with a 
commanding expression on her energetic fece and 
a blow with her fist on her knee, exclaiming : 
" Wallah I Awarikum ya kohm el h&mleen I 
— ^By God I I will show you, band of cowards I " 

The stray of this remarkable woman is inti- 
matdy connected with the Egyptian conquest of 
Palestine, and in relating it we must go back to 
the days of Mehemet Ali. This distinguished man, 
an Albanian by birth, was an officer in the Turkish 
army at the time that it was opposing Bonaparte's 
Eg3rptian campaign. Tlu'ee years after the French 
were expelled from Egypt he made his mark and 
was placed at the head of an army corps. Fol- 
lowing with interest the prepress of Napoleon I, 
he may be said to have modelled his career on 
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that of the great Corsican. He rose to the rank of 
Pasha of Cairo, and, as all who read history know, 
rid the Pashas of the domination of the Mama- 
lukes.' Having become sole master of Egypt, 
Meh^net Ali's ambition grew and, supported by 
several old Bonapartist officers, he marched his 
army against his legitimate sovereign, the Sultan 
of Turkey. The Egyptians, under the commajid 
of his adopted son Ibrahim Pasha, crossed the 
Syrian frontier in 1831. The frightened Fel- 
lahtn, led by their great Sheikhs Muhammad el- 
Misleh, Ethman el-Laham, Mustapha Abu-Ghosh 
and others, resisted. But what could their undis- 
ciplined bands do against a well-trained modem 
army ? When Ibrahim Pasha, whose name in 
Palestine has remained s}rnonymous to " hot}," 
" great man," and so forth, had conquered the 
country and taken the fortress of Acca (St. 
Jean d'Acre), which had even successfully resisted 
Bonaparte, he establi^ed conscription, and in 
order to escape military service thousands of young 
Fellahin courageously mutilated themselves, some 
by pulling out the right eye, or poisoning it, to 
prevent them aiming, others by coldly cutting 
of! the right thumb, to make it impossible for them 
to puU the cock of a gun. But Ibrahim iras 

1 On Uay 1st, 1811. Mehemet Ali invited thia fonnidable 
cavalry force to come in fnll dresa to the Citadel of Caiio, and, 
on their amval. ordered his Albanian Mrfdiers, iriioiD he had hid 
behind the walls, to massacre ttiem to a man. With the exception 
of Amin Bey, ^o is said to have succeeded in escaping on his 
horse, they were all shot down by the moaketry. 
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not the man to be frustrated. " These boys are 
trae heroes," he said. " They are more cour- 
ageous than my own Egyptians. I shall enroll 
them in my service." And so he created " one- 
eyed squadrons " and " thumbless battalions." 

As in the case of every invading army, bands of 
merchants, hawkers and others followed in the 
rear of Ibrahim Pasha's troops. And thus to-day 
we find entire villages of Egyptians all along the 
plains of the Philistines, from the river of Egypt to 
Jaffa,— descendants of those of 1831, and who 
continue unmixed. A Fellah of Palestine will 
never consent to give his pure-bred Palestine 
daughter to an Egyptian. " Ehna FellaHn u 
humm6 Masriean I — We are Fellahin and th^ 
are Egyptians I " he will say, with a sneer, on 
receiving such a proposal. The differences between 
the two races are too great to make inter-marriages 
possible, llie Egyptians have semi-Ethiopian 
features, — thicker, ^ghtly flattened noses, and 
are of a much darker colour. The Fellaha has a 
white head-veil, but the face is bare and her blue 
shirt is of a lighter colour than the dark-blue one 
of the Egyptian. The Egyptian wears the Burka, 
hanging down from the forehead, covering the 
nose, mouth, and upper part of the cheeks, 
chin and neck, but leaving the eyes and forehead 
iree. 

Now, in the service of Ibrahim Padia were 
several young soldiers of one family, and with 
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them their parents and an only daughter. The 
girl, Nasra, had been brought up among bo3rs, 
possessed many boyish characteristics, and, as her 
name indicated, was destined to be " victorious." 
Remarkably self-willed^ ^e commanded ha 
brothers every bit as much as her parents did, 
and consequently came to be known by those of 
her race as Sit-Ikhwitha, — the " Lady of her 
Brethren." 

As the Egyptian soldiers camped and decamped 
on the long way through the desert from Egypt 
to Palestine and all along the hostile country, 
Nasra's masculine and authoritative character 
became still more pronounced. She used to 
accompany the horsemen when they went to water 
their horses and to execute commissions for which 
she was liberally rewarded. Alurays awake whoi- 
ever a Bedawi attack was expected, she did not 
hesitate even to seize a spare rifle and rush towards 
the enemy. More than once had she largely con- 
tributed towards the saving of lives and on at 
least two occasions she had been instrumental in 
rescuing the treasure of war, which was k^t 
in a wooden safe in the midst of the camp. In 
recognition of these services, Nasra had received 
the compliments of the commanding officer and 
thus had become known to all. The officers 
especially had cast glances in the direction of the 
courageous, well-developed, dark-eyed girl of 
fifteen. One of them, bolder than the rest. 
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ventured, one day, on flirting with her. But he 
never tried again. 

" How dare you ! " cried Nasra. " Ya ebn 
el Kalb t Oh t son of a d<% I . . . Shall I 
d^iounce you ? " 

The officer, fearing for his life, since such 
mistakes are often punished by death, implored 
for pardon. 

" I meant not any dishonesty," he cried. 
" Imshi doughri I Walk straight, and no one will 
insult you." 

The incident leaked out and henceforth Nasra 
could move about the camp without being 
molested, either by deed or by word or even by a 
look. This was one of her earhest victories, and 
it led her not only to a position of greater authority 
but, later, to wealth. 

Nasra, the " Victorious," the " Lady of her 
Brethren," was ambitious. She had dreams of 
becoming rich and a commander of men. Many 
a time, during the quiet hours of the n%ht, whilst 
everycme in the camp, save the sentinels, was deep 
in dumber, had she let her thoughts revolve 
around the future. Youi^ in years, she was old 
in experience and cupidity. One night, shortly 
after the last occasion on which her vigilance had 
resulted in the saving of the war-chest, temptation 
stole upon her. How considerable, she thought, 
must be the treasure of war and how powerful would 
be the person who possessed such wealth as that I 
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Ah I if only she could say that it was hers I . . . 
But, in a sense, was it not hers ? — since it had more 
than once been rescued from the hands of the 
enany through her foresight and bravery ? Then 
a plan struck her. 

She chose the time for the canying out of her 
daring project well. The army had moved out 
of the dangerous Bedawi zone and was encamped 
just off Sar'ah, the Zorah of the Bible, ' near the 
mountains of Judah. Officers and soldiers felt 
that they had no longer much to fear from the 
enemy ; they could afiord, now, to relax their 
attention a little. The camp fires had died out 
and the moon had set behind the blue waters of 
the Mediterranean. A slight east wind was blow- 
ing and in the stiUness of the night the fields of 
Dura murmured incessantly. It was a peculiar 
sound, caused by the striking together of the heavy 
ears of the Syrian millet, resembling Indian com, 
and the rubbing togeth^ of the plants' broad 
leaves, and it bore a certain likeness to that of 
men stealthily approaching the camp. Nasra, 
who had made all her preparations, aroused the 
camp and declared that she had distinctly heard, 
in a certain direction, the sound of the enemy's 
footsteps. Of&cers and Tnen went in pursuit 
of the phantom Bedawtn, but after a time the 
fields of Dura vrtre declared to be the cause of the 
false alann, and, laughing over their empty fears, 

> Joshua idx. 41. 
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they returned to the camp. Soon eveiyone, save 
Nasra and her brothers, who were acting as senti- 
nels that night around the treasure of war, and 
whom she had easily persuaded to become her 
accompUces, was once more deep in slumber. 
Slipping out of her tent into the darkness, the 
" Lady of her Brethren " drew near to the coveted 
treasure and had the safe quietly carried into a 
tomb cave on the slopes of a neighbouring hill.' 
Then, when she and her accomplices had returned 
to the camp and had again taken their places, 
she gave the alarm for the second time. Slightly 
striking one of ha: brothers, who fell, as though 
stunned, to the ground, she cried out, Uke Delilah 
did in the case of Samson : ' " El-kohm — 
*aleina t Jai ya naas jai I — The enemy are 
upon us ! Come here, oh people I " The sol- 
diers rushed out of their tents towards the safe, 
but the treasure was gtme and the sentinel appa- 
rently lifeless. With Nasra at their head, th^ 
rushed into the darkness in the direction of Wady- 
Ali, whence she declared she had seen the enemy 
carrying off the war-chest. Others went in the 

' Tbese tomb-caves date frcaa th« days of the Israelites and 
are hewo ont in the slopea of the hills. The natives of the district 
avoid them, or rather did so in the days to which tliis narrative 
apphea. Of recent years they have all been visited by searchers 
aiter antiquities, and tombs which had been nnviolated for thon- 
sands of years have now been opened in search of spoil. Sit- 
Ikbwitha well knew that such a tomb as she had chosen wonld be 
avoided by the superstitiouB soldiers of Ibrahim Pasha's army. 

* "The Hiilistmea be upon tbee, Samson," — Judges xvL 
9, 12, 14 and 20. 
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direction of Yalo (Ajalon). But by daybreak 
the futile pursuit was abandoned. 

Thus did the "Lady of her Brethren," who 
continued for several months longer in the rear 
of the Egyptian army, lay the foundations of her 
fortune. She finally settled down in Lydda, the 
principal town of the plain, and there, with her 
parents, went in for commerce. This gave her 
an opportunity of rising to the position to which 
she aspired. Out of the hidden safe in the 
Israelitic tomb, known to her and her brothers 
only, she obtained money, with which she bought, 
first a small house, and then a field. Wisely, she 
abstained from suddenly becoming rich. But as 
the years went by her wealth and power gradu- 
ally increased, and when I first came to know 
her she was the owner of houses and lands all 
over Lydda and district. 

When the brothers of Sit-Ikhwitha had con- 
cluded their military service in the Egyptian army 
and Ibrahim Pasha, in 1841, had withdrawn his 
troops from Palestine, they also remained in 
Lydda and, tmder her sway, became influ^itial 
people. She married an Egyptian and had chil- 
dren. But the very names of her husband, ofi- 
spring and relatives were luiknown to the general 
public. They were always spoken of as the " hus- 
band of Sit-Ikhwitha," the " son of Sit-Ikhwitha," 
the " brother of Sit-Ikhwitha " — she alone counted 
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in Lydda and district. As with Deborah and the 
children of Israel, ideas contrary to her were 
never uttered. ^ Even the Governor of Lydda, on 
meeting her riding on her thoroughbred, as on the 
day when I saw her passing through the main 
street of the town, had to greet her reverently and 
often to ob^ her if, imperiously, she claimed 
this or that favour. 

• Jndges V. 7. 
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TAX-GATHERING IN NIMRIN 

Nablus, in Samaria, — the Roman Neapolis and, 
in part at least, the ancient Shechem, — ^is too 
well known to need more than a brief reference to 
its well-built houses, its fine situation and its fair 
circle of gardens. Lying between the twin moun- 
tains Ebal and Gerizim (on which the few remaining 
Samaritan Jews — some 150 in all and the smallest 
religious sect in the world — ^possess an old temple), 
the town is exceptionally well watered and the 
seat of a Pashalic. In the early eighties of the 
last century the Pasha's authority extended to the 
left shore of the Jordan valley, where the turbulent 
Bedawln tribes congr^ated, and even as far as the 
Dead Sea. But his jurisdiction was merely nomi- 
nal and he found it not at all easy to levy taxes. 
In those days the tax-gatherers generally set 
forth to claim their due with the Pasha himself 
and a strong escort of soldiers. 

Now, at the time of my story, Khursbud Pasha 
had in vain asked for the taxes of the Aduan, the 
wildest tribe in Nimrin. So he decided to go him- 
self and gather what he could. Advised of his 
visit. Sheikh All el-Thiab, accompanied by two 
hundred Bedawtn horsemen, royally came to the 
Forth of Jordan to meet the government official. 
Seeing this formidable body and realising that his 
hundred soldiers were at its mercy, Khurshud 
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Pasha immediately became extremely polite, — 
and his pohteness tended to increase rather than 
decrease when Sheikh AU ordered his warriors 
to gallop up and down in front of the visitor and 
fire salutes in his honour. The Bedawin fired 
their guns so near that the sparks almost flew 
into the Pasha's face and so long did they con- 
tinue that at last the official begged Ali to order 
them to cease. But the Sheikh, as he called out 
to bis personal attendants " to receive and dis- 
mount the horseman — ' Howlu il Khayal I " — 
assiu'ed his guest that they were so honoured by 
his visit that really they could not cease firing 
for joy. So, amidst the continuous discharge of 
firearms, Khursbud Pasha entered Ali's big black 
hair tent, all lined with silk from the market of 
Damascus, and sat down on the silken cushions 
which had been spread for him on the home-made 
many-coloured carpet of long sheep's wool. He 
tried to speak but could not make himself heard 
because of the din. Cofiee was prepared and 
c^emoniously handed to the honoured visitor, 
and all the time the firing continued, both in and 
outside the tent. At last, boiling over with 
indignation, but without showing it too much, the 
Pasha hurriedly drank his coffee and started ofi 
again, accompanied by Ah's noi^ followers until, 
just before nightfall, he had safely reached the 
Jordan. The fierce Bedawin then wished him 
" God's protection — Fi 'Haffad Allah I " — and 
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galloped off into the gathering darkness, still 
discharging their carabines, pistols and flint-lock 
rifles and howling with joy. 

For some time after this episode the Aduan could 
do without visiting the towns. But they require 
more than wheat and meat, which is plentiful 
in their camps especially after the harvest. By 
two or three minor Ghazu, they had obtained a few 
camels and tents, but that was about all. They 
badly needed to renew their clothes and boots 
at the only market accessible to them,— that at 
N4blus. So Ali el-Thiab and his warriors were 
very glad when Khurshud Pasha invited them to 
return his visit and bring a few taxes with them. 
The Bedawi chief promptly seized the opportunity 
and started for N4blus witii two hundr«i and fifty 
horsemen, most of them fully equipped. But the 
Shaal^ (black mantles) of many of them were much 
the worse for wear ; their flowing head-cloths 
(Kafiy6) would hardly have been decent but icx 
the very nice home-made 'Agaal, or head-cords, 
which, tressed by their own women of camel's 
hair, held the Kafiy^ in place ; their white shirts 
were in the poorest condition ; whilst th^ shoes 
and boots — in which every Bedawi Kbayal (horse- 
man) takes a pride — were in nearly every case 
quite worn out. TTieir weapons, however, were 
in proper order ; — trust the Aduan for that I 
Mu^ets, i»stols, swords and lances glittered in 
the morning sun as they approached the Jordan. 
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What matter if their clothes w^e shabby so long 
as their arms were bright and ready to their 
hand ? They would soon, they told themselves, 
be in the bazaar at Niblus, where silk, sheeting, 
red and yellow boots, and everything for the 
renewal of a dilapidated wardrobe could be had 
by paying !<»- it. It is true that at that moment 
they were without money with which to buy all the 
fine Damascus wares they would see. But were 
there no money-lenders, wlUing to advance money 
at fifty or a hundred p^ cent. ? — A Bedawi will 
put his hand to any bond when he is in need of 
ready cash ; for he is a firm beUever that when 
the harvest comes " God will provide, — Bifridge 
Allah I " — Filled with this spirit, and thinking of the 
precious things they would buy, a group of Ali's 
men began to sing an Aduan war song, beginning : — 

" Ya Hnhnr, la alweek leyaat 
Yohm il Khai] il 'arak 
Wayohm naquel el-mazareek 
In maalat il'ina'aref." ' 

tlie last verse had no sooner been sui^ than 
another group, still more enthusiastic and full of 
confidence in its might, contiaued: — 

" Bi al-fain w nlla -Uialallli 



lien ail horses are engaged in battle ; 
On the day when lances are borne 
And maoes are wildly flying." 
" Two or three thousand are grouped ; 
The Arabs have galitered. 
Is it foe war, or trickny ? " 
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On hearing of their approaching arrival, Khur- 
shud Pasha made stables ready for the horses 
of the Shiukh (chiefs) ; those of the others were 
camped in the olive yards around the walls of the 
town. By no means at bis ease, owing to the 
number of his guests and their warlike appearance, 
he made a point of receiving Ali el-Thiab with 
great cordiality, and of treating his men right 
royally. Sheep and lambs were butchered without 
end. Nor was Ali behindhand as regards courtesy, 
— he had brought presents with him for the Pasha : 
a beautiful young horse of the famous KTiailet 
pedigree and a fine camel. The Aduan were well 
contented with the reception accorded them and 
soon the streets of N&blus were animated with 
purchasers and the noise of their trailing arms and 
huge blood-red ironed boots, with blue tassels 
dangling from the tops, as they tramped over the 
imeven pavement. Coffee-houses became filled 
with moka-sipping Bedawin ; Jews and business- 
men were everywhere astir, writing bills for the 
money to be advanced to the eager-eyed sons of 
the desert, who, on seeing the gold coin brought 
out of the safes, would have agreed to any 
percentage. 

When the money had been received and the 
deeds had been stored away, the Harat-el-'Atareen, 
the Apothecaries' or Perfumers' Street, and the 
Harat-el-Khawajaat, the Drapers' Street, were 
especially crowded with customers. Large 
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quantities of perfumery were bought for themselves 
and their wives at home. The narrow streets 
rang with the voices of the shopkeepers, calling 
to tile passers-by that everything was better and 
cheaper than at their neighbours' rival establish- 
ments. In the Harat-el-Halawy, or Sweetmeat 
Street, a crowd of Bedawln waited to be served 
whilst the shopkeepers with enormous knives 
cut big shoes of Halawy, a sweetmeat made of 
sesame meal, sesame oil and honey. Long had 
these sugar-loving children of the East been 
deprived of such luxuries. 

In brief, during their three days' sojourn in 
Nd.blus, there was hardly a man who did not 
spend from ,^5 to £6 on his own body and nearly 
as much for his family at home. The two who 
spent the least were Sheikh AU el-Thiab and his 
cousin Gublan, — he who had a great scar on his 
face, the result of a spear wound received in 
battle ; Ali and Gublan were saved the trouble 
of either loosening their purse-strings or signing 
bonds by the Uberal-handed Pasha, who heaped 
upon them fine silken gowns, new mantles, 
head-dresses of silk, red boots and that choice 
perfumery of Arabia which has been celebrated 
ever since the days of the Ishmaelites ' and the 
children of Israel. * 

At the close of the third day and whilst the 
bazaar was still thronged with purchasers, a 

* Geneois xxxvii. 25. * Exodus zzxv. 28. 
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Bedawi could be heard going round the streets 
" singing the retreat " : — 

" Qnees gabel ta^ees 

Walla lina-tmlr il gaifle 

B'aad el farak,"* 

enigmatic words to all but the Bedawin. For 
unexpectedly, early the next morning, after a 
hasty farewell and a promise to come again soon, 
the Aduan were in the saddle and on the way back 
to their wild country. Passing over the Plain of 
Salem, where Abraham and Melchizedek met,* 
these children of the East unconsciously copied 
thdr forerunners by feeding their horses on, and 
consuming themselves, whatever they could find 
on their way.' They descended the Wad-Faria 
till they came to EI Ghor, over which they easily 
passed ; then, in groups of thirty to forty, they 
broke into song, as though returning from a 
victorious expedition. Some were singing: — 

" Bamdna daraj-daraj 
Wal-khail mafateeh el FaraJ 
Bamdna Shara 'tl dareeb 
Walli Taseebo ma jrateeb."* 

' " Give full measure before you start ; 
Don't be stingy 
At the hour of separation." 

* Genesis xiv. IS. * Cf. Judges vi. 3^. 

*" Oar fire-arms we carry with us afar ; 
Our horses are the k^ to plenty ; 
Oar powder is law to the victim. 
Whoever is hit never rises." 
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Others were chanting such love songs as this: — 

" Ma zaintitin gharbi-I Faieek 
Ya 'Halali sond 'eyonoha 
La iont mm'hi wa-1 Farass. 
Ha zini hum ya 'tuba."* 

How glad the FellaHn were when the excited horde 
had passed over their lands, leaving at least the 
hve-stock untouched! 

Tlius, in triumph, did the Aduan return from 
N4blus to their far-away camp, where the women, 
in expectation of the fine garments that they knew 
were being brought for them, were waiting to 
receive them with songs and ululations. 

The only person who did not feel satisfied was 
Khurshud Pasha. It was not the loss of his 
taxes that troubled him so much as the feeling that 
Ali el-Thiab had been playing with him. His 
pride was sorely wounded. So he set to work 
to plan his revenge. But, as becomes a serious son 
of Islam, he determined to be in no hurry. Indeed, 
friendship was re-estabhsbed between the two 
chiefs, and Khurshud Pasha even went so far as to 
let the taxes go, until, at last, Ali el-Thiab was 
wholly re-assured. It was then, some two years 
later, that Khurshud Pasha once more invited AU 
to honour him with a second visit. At the same 
time he quietly distributed a regiment of Turkish 
cavalry in the surrounding villages. 

> " There is none like her (for beanty) west of onr tribe. 
What a delight these black eyes I 
If I were to offer my spear and my mare, 
I'm afraid they'd^not^ve her (in lettun)." 
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When the Aduan came once more to taste the 
jo5rs of N&blus th^ were three hundred strong. 
" The more the merrier," said Khurshud Pasha 
to himself, smiling in his beard. And as he gave a 
brotherly wdcome to AH el-Thiab, he explained 
that Nablus was too narrow to accommodate so 
many guests. Besides, their beautiful horses 
could be stabled xmder much better conditions 
if their ownors were quartered in the neighbouring 
villages. Ah at once consented to this arrange- 
ment, which was so evidently made with an idea 
of contributing to their comfort. But no sooner 
were the Bedawln installed arotmd the town, with 
their arms deposited behind their horses, than, 
at a given signal, the Pasha's soldiers issued from 
their hiding-places and captured them to a man. 
Khurshud then threw down the mask and told the 
haughty Ali el-Thiab of the fate which awaited 
him. 

" I shall have you and your fellow Shiukh 
(chiefs) taken to Acca to gaol," he said, "and 
with a similar fantazia to that with which you 
greeted me on a certain memorable occasion. 
Your followers shall go in fetters to Damascus 
accompanied by yoiu* horses, with which I wiU 
later decide what is to be done." 

Ah el-Thiab, already a man of about fifty-five 
and accustomed since boyhood to a free open-air 
life, took very badly to prison. He Uved, however, 
for two years more, when the redeeming Finjan 
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'Kahwy, the coffee-cup, mysteriously put an end 
to his existence. 

Meanwhile, Khurshud Pasha had inflicted upon 
All's followers the cruellest of all pxmishments. 
Their pure-bred Arab steeds — animals of the 
KTiailane, 'Ahejrane, KTiailet-el-'Ajouss and other 
cdebrated pedigrees — were sold in the market at 
Damascus for such vile prices as ]^10 to £20, and 
afterwards, in the presence of their fettered owners, 
put to the plough. There is no greater disgrace 
than this to a Bedawi, who will refuse to part 
with his horse under many hundreds of pounds. 
What indeed is a Bedawi without his horse or his 
mare, which in time of war can appear and disappear 
" swifter than eagles ? " * 

1 Jeremiah iv. 13. 
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THE WOOING OF SABHA 
I 
Abd er-Rahman £l-Helal, who lived in the 
village of Abu-Dls, on the borders of the desert, 
but quite near Bethany, was one of the wealthiest 
men of his community and as such could afford 
the luxury of having two wives. Not that he 
cared very much for more than one. A special 
reason had prompted him to take a second spouse, 
Farha, a strong Bethlehem Moslem. His first 
wife, Kadriy^, a near relative from the village of 
Bethany, had borne him no living children. And 
are not children, together with riches, the best of 
earthly goods, — especially children who can say 
" Praise to Allah ! " and perpetuate His glory ? 
But Farha's married life, unfortimately, was 
short : she died after five years, leaving Abd 
er-Rahman almost in the same position as before 
their union, for she left him only two daughters, 
Sabha and Alia. He loved them dearly, but all 
the same longed for a son and heir. 

Sabha and Alia had a sorry childhood. They 
may be said to have grown up like orphans. Their 
stepmother almost hated them for taking away a 
part of the affection of their father. Luckily 
for them, Kadriy^ soon had a son, who, since he 
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was bom in the Spring when the father was absent 
on a pilgrimage to Naby-Moosa (the tomb of Moses) 
in the direction of the Dead Sea, received the name 
of Moosa. Great was Abd er-Rahman's joy, and 
fervently did he offer up thanks to the R-ophet 
Moses for answering his prayer for a living son. 
Two years later, Kadriy6 presented him with a 
second boy, whom they called Ehsein. Finally 
came a daughter Hasna. Sabha and Alia were 
as glad as if the children were their full brothers 
and sisters, and very useful they made themselves 
in the house, rocking the babies and carrying them 
about when Kadriy^ was busy elsewhere. Yet 
their stepmother, who continued to regard them 
as intruders, did not always treat them with 
kindness. The oldest of clothes were good enough 
for them, whilst their ornaments were limited to a 
few coloured beads on their head-dresses and some 
paltry silv^ coins dangling from their coral 
necklaces. Often, as the boys and httle Hasna 
grew older, did the girls fed their loneliness, — 
the injustice of the treatment meted out to them, 
and often did they cry for their mother, imtil, 
at last, the Bethlehem relatives claimed them. 
It was then that Abd er-Rahman allowed Alia to 
go and stay with her grandmother and sent Sabha 
into the fields to look after the goats and sheep. 
Sabha quickly developed into an exceedingly 
pretty lass. Her mother having been a Bethle- 
hemite, her skin was much whiter than that of the 
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Abu-Dls girls. In other ways, too, — ^the result, 
perhaps, of her 'healthy, open-air life — she was 
more attractive than they, so that when about 
fourteen she had already more than one admirer. 
But none could tell her openly of his admiration, 
or declare bis love, as this is contrary to custom 
among Eastern lovers. Besides, she was away all 
day long with the animals, and on coming home in 
the evening, or before she left in the morning, her 
stepmother always had plenty of work in store for 
her. She had to milk the goats ; sometimes, early in 
the morning, to sweep the courts and fetch water 
from the well, some distance away from the vil- 
lage ; whilst during the day, when following the 
herds, there was the wool to spin. In short, she 
was busy all the time, but never had a para to call 
her own. How she wished she could earn some- 
thing and buy her own clothes, or at least some 
silk to embroider her head-veil, — how she longed 
for rings for her fingers and coins with which to 
adorn her head I Ah ! she often thought, if 
only she could go to Jerusalem with the other 
girls to carry milk and eggs to the market. She 
would soon have some money then. Besides, it 
was no longer decent to let a big girl out day after 
day roaming about the mountains. But her 
stepmother Kadriy^ did not yet want her son 
Moosa to go among the rocks and be in danger 
from serpents and wild animals, though the father 
hinted more than once that the children had better 
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change their work. Let the boy now become 
the ^epherd and the girl sell the produce at the 
market. 

II 

Among Sabha's admirers was one Hassan Saleh, 
a fine young fellow, who had met her sometimes 
as he led out his donkeys and cows to the fields 
and fancied her as his wife. But as his father 
was not on good terms with the El-Helal family 
and would not have been able to pay the dowry, 
he had been content to let his fancy remain a 
youth's dream. 

One December evening, when driving home his 
herds in the falling snow, and whilst everybody 
was hurrying to the village, he saw an old man 
on a white mare coming towards him and at once 
recc^;nised Said el-Ma 'ati, with his one-stringed 
fiddle protruding from his saddle-bag. This old 
wandering bard was well known all over southern 
Palestine j everyone was deUghted to see and hear 
him. After Hassan had bidden him " Peace," 
and the usual compliments had been exchanged, 
S^d told him that he was going that evening to 
Abd er-Rahman's house. There would be a goodly 
company of villagers. Could he, too, not come and 
listen (* . . . Hassan hesitated to accept the invi- 
tation. Would he be welcome under Abd er-Rah- 
man's roof ? Did not his father belong to the 
adverse party ? . . . Said el-Ma 'ati patiently 
listened to his scruples and smiled in his usual 
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dry, knowing maimer. Then he proceeded to 
set ail objections on one side. What had youth, 
he asked in txmi, to do with feuds ? When he 
was young he had had no thoughts for anjrthing 
save song and music and love, and, old though he 
was, he still remained faithful to the Muse and his 
fiddle . . . Hassan passed on his way undecided. 
But on reaching home the thought of Sabha's 
eyes turned the balance. After supper he slipped 
out of the house, hurried through the snow to Abd 
er-Rahman's, and quietly sat down among the 
guests, just as the bard was preparing his fiddle 
by vrarming the sheep's tail skin which covered 
the body of the instrument and was passing some 
resin over his bow. 

Said el-Ma 'ati had not only amused men, 
women, and children of more than one generation 
by repeating his interminable stories of 'Antar, of 
the Zeinati and Abu 2eid, — stories of war and 
the chase, — he had kindled flames in more than 
one breast as he sang of lovers dying for dark- 
eyed Bedawiy6, sighing and wailing as though he 
himself was the lover, and imitating joyous or 
sorrowful faces as the tale ran on. Many a happy 
evening had people spent with him, sitting silently 
in the low-roofed rooms and patiently bearing the 
smoke which rose from the wood fire at which 
from time to time the bard warmed his one-stringed 
fiddle. Everybody loved Said, his fiddle and his 
mare, — three companions who had grown old 
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t(^ether, and, moreover, were fast showing signs 
of their years. As a matter of fact, both Said 
and his mare RaMby looked rather tmderfed, 
or perhaps it was that they never put on flesh 
through much roaming about. The mare had the 
same elongated face as her master ; her scanty 
beard was modelled on S^d's ; her dry cheeks 
resembled his ; and, as her large and intelligent 
eyes followed her master's movements, there was a 
sarcastic twitch about ha lips which gave one the 
impression that she knew he had some good story 
in store to tell. Some thought that she sometimes 
moved her fore-feet in imitation of a bow and fiddle. 
However that may be, there is no doubt about 
this, that as they went Elowly up hill and down dale 
together they sought to read each other's wishes. 
When the hill was too steep, Sjud would dismoimt 
and tell her the stories which he was to repeat 
at their next stopping-place. It made the way 
seem less long to her and at the same time he 
rehearsed his rdle. " Are you thirsty, Rabiby ? " 
he would ask her when they approached water, 
and gently he would lead her to the wayside 
spring. Most of the time the bridle was hanging 
from the knob, as he feared he might hurt her old 
mouth by too hard a pull. Rab4by, his fiddle, 
Rab^by, his mare, and himself were three insepar- 
able friends. His mare had carried him during a 
great part of his life and his Rabllby had been the 
means of him gaining a Hvelihood by fiddling, so 
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when, sometimes, he paused in his song and set the 
fiddle aside, to hear-the approbation of his hearers, 
he would wittily remark, " Rab&by is hungry and 
wants food." The listeners never knew whether 
he meant the real Rab&by which wanted warm- 
ing, whether it was time that Rabiby the mare 
had her feed of barley, to be ready for next 
day's ride, or whether Said himself required a 
strengthening cup of coffee. However, everyone 
received his or her share. Wood was piled on the 
hearth to warm the fiddle, Rabiby the mare 
received a good portion of barley, and coffee was 
prepared with the necessary ceremonial and 
handed to the bard and the company before he 
continued his poem, which, if particularly inter- 
esting, was rewarded by an extra Majidi from some 
generous hearer. And as the silver coin rolled 
towards Said he would skilfully introduce the name 
of the donor into his song and compliment him 
on his generosity, — an impromptu which 
invariably brought fresh gifts. 

Snow had continued to fall as thickly as ever, 
and intense cold reigned over the whole district. 
The Usteners at Abd er-Rahman's wrapped them- 
selves more closely in their striped Abbas and the 
chattering women-folk, in spite of the heat of the 
room, snuggled together. Hassan waited for 
every new impression produced by Said's song 
to look in the direction of Sabha and try to read 
her thoughts. In the general movement his 
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assiduity in seeking her eyes passed unobserved by 
all save the girl herself — and perhaps another. 
Sabha noted with pleasure that at least one person 
present was sympathetic towards her. Did Said 
also detect his secret ? Or was it merely a coinci- 
dence that when he once more took up his fiddle 
* and began to entertain the company with a new 
composition he sang of love and its trials ? 

Sjud's touching story, which he opened with a 
wailing " Ah ! Ah ! " and a few particularly 
plaintive notes on his Rab&by, was that of the 
son of a Sheikh who became enamoured with the 
daughter of a rival chief. The young man was 
much struck by the exquisite beauty of the Beda- 
wiy6. Her dances were such that the passer-by 
had to stand still through sheer admiration. Her 
black curls pushed forth below her veil like thjnne 
bushes. The long veil which enframed her full- 
moon face was all embroidered by her own dex- 
terous fingers with red and green silk, and all aroimd 
the brim dangled silk tassels of her own making. 
Her walk was like that of a yoimg foal, and her 
long neck resembled a young camel's ; her bright 
black eyes were often Ukened to those of the 
gazelle. The perfect brows of her eyes were 
painted with kohl. Her looks were more burning 
than fire sparks, and looked like arrows ready to 
dart from the black bows above them and fly 
at their victim. Her well-proportioned body, 
thin as a lance, was ornamented with a pair of 
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pomegranates from Damascus, and when she lifted 
her hands to shade her eyes and look whence her 
love was coming, tears like rivers would flow 
from the dull eyes of the enamoured passer-by, 
and the golden henna on her nails would dazde 
many, — to say nothing of her voice, which, 
though flowing as sweet as honey, was like an arrow 
shot at the young Sheikh's heart. 

" Ah I Ah ! " moaned the Sheikh, " I am djring 
of love, and never will she be mine. Why is 
bloody feud between our families ? Why is that 
tent curtain between ha- and me ? Why can she 
not see me riding my foal and showing my agility ? 
She would have pity on me, and my tears, which 
are drying up my eyes, would stop at a single look. 
I would then carry her ofi to a place of happiness. 
We would reach another camp and my body would 
again put on flesh. But as it is, I am worn to a 
skeleton with care. Her black eyes and the golden 
henna on her nails have drawn out the very blood of 
my veins. My body and my bones have become 
transparent, so that my very shadow seems nothing 
more than the thinnest veil. Ah me ! Ah me I I 
shall surely die and another will love my gazelle ! " 

Ere continuing his story, Said paused awhile, 
as though to see what impression he had produced 
on his audience. Everybody was deeply moved. 
Many of the girls and young men had tears in 
their eyes, and the glances exchanged between 
Hassan and Sabha were full of meaning. 
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" Alas I " the looks of the fonner seemed to say, 
" I have no horse with which to carry you away. 
Nor am I certain that you would be willing to 
follow me. An attempt to take you against 
your will might cost me my life. Perhaps it will 
be better if I wither away like the young Sheikh 
in Sudd's poem." 

But the message in Sabha's eyes and the happy 
ending of the bard's narrative gave him courage. 

It was long after midnight when the last notes 
on the one-stringed fiddle ceased. But nobody 
was really sleepy. The company would have 
listened until morning had not next da5r's duties 
been in memory and Said had complained of 
hoarseness. So when Abd er-Rahman had 
honoured the bard with a golden lira the guests 
dispersed and retired to rest. 

Ill 

Hassan was too full of emotion through passing 
a whole evening near his lady love to sleep a wink. 
How much Sabha slept she never said. One 
thing, however, I can state with certainty : long 
after the snow had melted and Spring had painted 
the fields and hills with green and many colours, 
the echo of Said el-Ma'ati's song was still in the 
young people's hearts. As they went about their 
work, day after day, — Sabha with her herds and 
Hassan in the fields, — they dreamed of wild rides 
and a future home in a new and far-away land. 
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Early one morning, as Hassan drove his donkeys 
and cows to their work, he met Sabha at the weJl. 
If it is not in Fellah manners to be gallant, love's 
gallantry is the same all the world over, so he 
hastened to seize the opportunity to help her to 
set the heavy jar of water on her head, and, for 
the first time in his life, to speak to her. But 
words came with difficulty. He could only think 
of asking her how it was that she was alone. She 
repUed simply, that with her father's wife there was 
no pity- She was forbidden to linger at the well and 
wait for the other maidens, for when the heaviest 
housework was done she had to take the herds to 
the mountains. " Eesht ya kheyi, — May you 
live, my brother ! " she hastily murmured as 
thanks. And each hurried away, lest anybody 
should see them and suspect an assignation. 

The interview had been of the shortest, but all 
the same Hassan was in a seventh heaven of 
delight. In lifting the jar he had touched her 
body. He had smelled the odour of the Khedar 
perfume, which she had taken from her step- 
mother. His Ups had almost come into contact 
with her thick curls as they pushed fprth under her 
veil, — cm-Is like those of the girl in Sjdd's poem. 
Indeed, he fancied she was the very image of the 
fair lady whose charms he had heard stmg to an 
accompaniment on the Rab4by that winter evening. 
Strange, he mused, that her name was Sabha 
(the Dawn), and that it was a white morning when 
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he first met her ! Her face, now that he came to 
think about it, was indeed like the Dawn. And 
forthwith he named his white-faced cow Sabha, 
in order to have an excuse for calling out the name 
of his beloved. How he yearned for her I His 
thoughts were full of her when ploughing, sowing, 
reaping, or thrashing. Sabha was ever uppermost. 
The black water-fowl with its white face was 
Sabha ; every white flower, every white thing in 
Nature reminded him of her and made his heart so 
overflow with poetic thoughts that he improvised 
a little love song beginning : — 

" Shnft is— Sabha fi tareek 
Ghamat 'hassra & Kalbi 
Sabha sadrat jal fareek 
Tamat il 'faasara ja nftri. "* 

Every morning Hassan went early tp the well, 
but never again could he meet Sabha there. It 
was rumoured (neither could learn how it was that 
the news got abroad) that they had met ; so 
Sabha was no more sent to fetch water at an early 
hour. Moreover, to cut short all talking, Abd 
er-Rahman decided that she should no longer go 
with the herds. Henceforth she was to carry the 
milk and produce to the Jerusalem market in 
company with other women and girls, and so be 
always guarded. 

It was not long before Hassan discovered that 

■"I have Ken Sabha in the way. 
My heart received a severe knock. 
Sabha has gcme and since that day 
I suffer from the terrible shock." 
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he could only meet her in the city, amidst the noise 
of the streets and when the other women were 
busy. You may be sure that he soon found a 
pretext for going to Jerusalem. People flocked 
there every Friday : some on a visit to the 
Haram (the Mosque of Omar), others bent on 
selling their animals. He knew that the doors of 
the city were closed during prayer hours, from ten 
o'clock untU nooa, that nobody could either come 
in or go out, and he calculated that there was 
every possibility of his meeting Sabha, either when 
she was bujong articles for a coming wedding of 
which the whole village of Abu-Dts had been talk- 
ing for days, or when she was waiting for the gates 
to be opened. His plan was successful. He did 
meet her ; but had merely time to exchange 
glances, to assure himself that she still had sym- 
pathy for him, and, ere be disappeared in the 
crowd, to whisper the first two lines of his com- 
position. It was evident that he must seek for a 
better opportunity of telling her all that he had in 
his heart. 

IV 
The moon was growing larger and the day for 
the wedding was rapidly approaching. It was a 
beautiful night in May, with a clear starlit sky. 
Stretched at full length on the roof of his father's 
house, Hassan dreamed of his beloved. For 
several evenings he had heard singing and ulula- 
tions, as the girls of Abu-EMs gathered on the 
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house-tops to practise the songs and dances they 
were preparing for the coming ceremony ; and 
now, once more, he thought he could bear the 
music of song and dance. 

He dreamed that he was looking on at a grand 
rehearsal, and that Sabha was the most agUe 
dancer and the sweetest singer among all the per- 
formers. Her silvery voice covered all the others, 
and her solos, when she improvised before the 
other girls, sounded like a concert of cymbals and 
drums. Ah ! if only he could get a little nearer 
and once more tell her of his love. Listening 
intently, he seemed to hear her words and the 
others repeat them : — 

" Nabnn ibneUt mitlile ilwaid la fatah I 
Knlmin Bhamna walanma rabahn alley iatah I 

Ya T nalrhi H u <aaTTim y^ alma va JTwTfaJwah 

Khotlak wabady mm il bald tiisabah wa titmaaaah." * 

Then came a chorus of ululation. " Lull-u-luH- 
luJl-u-luU-luU-u ..." it struck upon his ear, 
and so loud, at last, that he woke with a start. 

He could hardly believe that it was all a dream. 
Ever3rthing, and especially the words of Sabha's 
song, had been so distinct. Surely it was an 
omen ? And he found himself repeating the 
lines one by one, in order to try to discover their 
meaning. Was it not evident that the " dark 

' " Dark roaes are fit for tbe lame aod Ok blind ; 
Who gatheis wbite rosea ia never behind. 
Unceaaing the bleasings are sent frtmi above, 
And mominga and eveniogs are filled with their love." 
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roses " were the dusky-skinned girls of Abu-IMs, 
who fell to the lot of the generality of lovers, " the 
lame and the blind," and that the choice " white 
roses " included Sabha, who was merely waiting 
to be gathered by some enterprising lover ? If 
only he had the courage to gather her, — and with 
her consent he determined to do so, — ^then the 
blessings from AUah would be unending, and the 
rest of their days would be " filled with their love." 
Yes, he must be bold if he would possess his 
beautiful white rose, otherwise his youth would 
irrevocably slip by and he would languish like the 
young Hmedan of Said's poem. 

Hassan's duties called him on the following day 
to 'Ain Feshkhah, to gather rushes ((Us) near that 
Dead Sea spring with which to make the mats 
for which Abu-Dis (the Father of Rushes) had 
gained a reputation. It was late in the evening 
when he returned home with his animals, and as he 
approached the village, eating some bread and the 
Ddm-apples which he had gathered from an oasis, 
the sound of singing told him that the customary 
night's entertainment had begun. Putting his 
cows and donkeys in a place of safety, he cau- 
tiously approached on the house-tops, reached 
the one where the singers and dancers had assem- 
bled, and lay down in the deep shadow of a wall 
to enjoy the marriage revel and " drink " the 
songs of " his dawn." 

The girls had lit a bonfire and were dancing 



lyGoogIc 



A PERFECT DANCER 233 

wildly around it and a central figure, — no other 
than Sabha herself, whose flushed face seemed to 
her lover to be more glorious than ever as the hght 
from the ruddy flames fell upon it. She was 
waving a coloured Mandeel (kerchief) high above 
her head ; so that her broad sleeves slipped down 
and revealed her alabaster-like arms, each adorned 
above the elbow with half a dozen glass bracelets 
of the best Hebron make. She bowed to her 
companions : now to the right, now to the left ; 
she jumped here and there ; she seized a naked 
sword to strike an imaginary enemy, and, with 
commanding gestiu-es, threw it from one hand to the 
other ; whilst her feet incessantly moved to the 
music of her song and the circle of girls bowed and 
danced and sang before her. Comely though 
many of the others were, Hassan had eyes and 
ears for no one save the leading singer. He could 
hear the swish of her silken tassels as they tossed 
wildly to and fro j he could perceive her bare feet 
as they glided over the smooth roof. They seemed 
like caresses to him. 

Sabha now addressed a new song to the coming 
bride : — 

" Abiad min itii-tbalj beds ghabaOki, 
Aswad min il fabmi soda hawajebld 
Knl Areesin in tallabU allal baab natirki 
Yetla imhaMar alia keflat hawastrld. " * 

■ " Your breasts are as white as the hills when it snows ; 
Blacker than coals are yonr perfect black brows. 
The candidates, lurking abont your door, si{^. 
Retam and reg^ ; no one dans to come ni^." 
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The ululations which followed were not calcu- 
lated to quieten him. He resolved to act at the 
very next opportunity, even if he should die in 
doing so. Why not die ^hting for his beloved 
rather than langmsh away in inaction ? 

In her wild dances Sabha's girdle had become 
loosened and her head-veil had shpped. She 
stopped a moment, giving the leaderehip to Helwy, 
the next best dancer. As there were several men 
standing by, Sabha retired to the shade of the 
wall where her lover was lying to rearrange her 
clothing, and, as decency requires, everybody 
looked the other way, towards the dancers. 
Hassan, who feigned to be asleep, was so near to 
her that he could almost have touched her. 

" Ya Kheiti,— My sister," he whispered. " I 
am with you morning and night." 

Recc^^iising him immediately, she put her 
finger to her mouth and replied : — 

" Huss ya Kheiji, — Hush my brother. As 
soon as the wedding is over, we can meet again in 
Jerusalem. I will buy perfume for my mother 
at Had] Abdallah's shop in the Sdk el-Attarto, 
next to the S0k el-Lahamfn ; ^ and there we will 
speak together." 

In a moment she had fastened the red silk 
girdle, fixed the veil with a great pin to her thick 
raven hair, and hurried back to the dancers, 
where she took up her post again. 

» The Butchers' Street. 
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Hassan's heart was ready to burst with joy. 
She had returned the love compliment. For 
the second time she had called him by the sweet 
name of brother, and she had appointed a meeting- 
place in the great city where they could surely see 
each other and, in all security, make their future 
plans. 

V 

Sabha's growing beauty did not influence her 
stepmother in her favoxu', especially as her own 
daughter Hasna was small and very dark-skinned, 
— so brown indeed that she received the nickname 
of Abdy (negress). When Sabha came home from 
the Jerusalem market, Kadriy^'s animosity used 
to take the form of a searching examination of 
h^ accounts, in order not to leave the girl any 
chance of making a few coppers, as pocket-money, 
out of her transactions. But Sabha was as good a 
business woman as she was a dancer or singer. 
Even an austere Oriental prefers to see a well- 
mannered tradeswoman, and will willingly pay 
a few extra paras if a smiling face looks at him 
from behind a stall or basket of provisions and a 
sweet persuasive voice invites him to buy. Con- 
sequently Sabha always sold her milk or labban, 
her hens or ^gs much better than the plainer 
featured and less elegant mannered Fellahit. 
That she also contrived to make a httle legitimate 
profit for herself, in spite of her stepmother, you 
may be sure. Sometimes a friend, knowing her 
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reputation for being able to sell anything, would 
give her goods to sell, and on these she was allowed 
a small commission. Thus was she able to indulge 
in those little luxuries to which every Eastern 
girl aspires : small coloured beads and rows of 
quarter Majidis pierced with holes and sewn on 
her head-dress. 

The few days which separated them from their 
appointed rendezvous seemed like months to 
Hassan, and the marriage rejoicings were wailings 
in his ears. He could not bear to think of Sabha 
displaying her beauty and skill to anyone save 
himself. Yet, he often asked himself, what right 
had he to lay claim to so superb a creature, — he 
who was so powerless to carry her away ? His 
only steed was a she-ass, fit for nothing save the 
carrying of mats to the Jerusalem market. In their 
flight — if ever she consented to that — the slow- 
moving beast would be nothing more than a 
nuisance. 

At last the happy day dawned. Driving his 
ass over the Mount of Olives, Hassan saw the 
rising sun tinting the Holy City with beautiful 
roseate colours. With the gilt cupola of the 
Mosque of the Holy Rock reflecting the bright 
rays of the sun, the Temple plateau void of people, 
and the multitudinous minarets pointing to heaven, 
£1 Kuds was to him the holiest of sanctuaries. 
His love was going to be sealed in that immortal 
city. " He ! He I " he exclaimed, as he urged 
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on his ass ; and be wished she had wings to carry 
her over Kedron. But the beast of burden 
responded neither to word nor stick ; slowly she 
crept over the Jewish cemetery, down the slopes 
of the mountain, barely passing the groups of 
peasants whom they overtook on their way. 
Among these were numbers of Siloam women, who 
marched along below Absalom's pillar with baskets 
on their heads, containing heaped up cauliflowers, 
parsley and chard beet leaves from their watered 
gardens. The more women he saw flowing to the 
market the better he was pleased, for he knew 
that the denser the crowd the more certainty 
there was of his meeting with Sabha being unob- 
served. On entering Bab Sitti Mariam (St. Mary's 
or St. Stephen's Gate) the FellahUt, pourii^ in 
on aJl sides, increased at every step. Moreover, 
on that particular day, Jerusalem was full of 
visitors and pilgrims of every nationality. 

Hastening as rapidly as possible to the Bazaar 
where mats are sold, Hassan set down his load. 
Hardly had he done so than some foreign visitors 
came and bought his four mats at a Majidi each, 
and at the same time ordered ten more, as they 
were furnishing several sets of rooms in the Greek 
Convent. Promising to be at the same place 
a fortnight hence, he hastened away to the 
Friday fair near the Prophet David's Gate (Zion's 
Gate) and found the market crowded with cattle, 
donkeys, goats and sheep. Six Majidis were 
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ofiered for his ass, but he refused them, and, 
after half an hour's waiting, seeing that nobody 
came his way with a better offer, he drove his 
animal to a Khan, where he paid fifteen paras for 
it to be fed and looked after during his absence. 
Then, with a rapidly beating heart, he hurried as 
fast as the crowd would permit him to the comer 
of the S6k el Lahamin and the SOk el Attarin. 

Sabha was already busy there, choosing her 
perfumes, a little pepper and cinnamon and some 
anise seed for dishes of curdled milk. Nobody 
of their village was about. Nevertheless, Hassan 
acted with Oriental circiunspection. He feigned 
to buy powder and shot, telling the 'Attar* 
of his game expedition to the oasis of the Dead 
Sea. There were no formal salutations between 
the lovers when they left the shop and walked up 
the street, which was so narrow that not more 
than two persons could walk abreast without 
almost pushing into the articles hanging around 
the shop doors. As soon as they were side 
by side Hassan lost no time in making his brief 
declaration. 

" Soon," he said, " I shall be leaving Abu-D!s 
to go and hve beyond Jordan with the tribe of the 
Aduan. I can no longer stay in the village without 
you." 

Sabha blushed and, in her confusion, replied : 
" Take me with you." 

> Apothecaiy and perfume dealer. 
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Hardly, however, had the words passed her 
lips than she retracted. 

" Ye ! my brother, how do you think I could 
leave my father and brothers, my work and my 
far-away sister ? " 

But the word which has passed the lips is master 
of the speaker's thoughts. Hassan insisted that 
he was ready to take her whenever she chose to 
follow him. He had merely time to add that in a 
fortnight he was to bring a fresh supply of mats 
to the market, that she should bring ^her spare 
things with her, and that he knew a sure way of 
attaining their object. Some Abu-Dis people 
were coming down the street and left him but a 
moment to dip into a by-way without being seen. 

VI 

Hassan and his father worked busily at the mats 
for the next fortnight and Sabha went daily to 
market. Sometimes she returned home at noon 
but often, of necessity, she was later. Owing to 
the gates of Jerusalem being closed whilst the 
people were at prayw, she frequently missed ho* 
chance of selling her produce to advantage. Her 
stepmother's suspicious questions and looks when 
she explained how it was that she had come home 
late greviously offended her, so that her thoughts 
often recurred to Hassan's projected departtire. 
Could she bear to let him go without her P 

On the eve of the Friday market, when passing 
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Hassan's home, she saw the mats rolled up in 
front of the door and wished that she could meet 
him, in order to beg him to stay in Abu-IMs. Just 
at that moment he came round the comer. As he 
passed her he seized the opportunity to whisper : 
" I shall be ready to start to-morrow. We will 
meet at the same shop." 

Late that same evening Kadriy6 made ready 
the produce for next morning's market. Sabha's 
basket contained butter, sour milk and ^gs, 
packed amongst olives, so that they would not 
break against the milk-iars. Her exacting step- 
mother estimated the possible price of every article 
and ordered her to buy, in the 5^ el Khawajat, a 
piece of blue stuff for her sister Hasna. Should 
the money not be enough, she was to pay the 
remainder from her own earnings, "as her poor 
sister was very badly off for dothes, etc., and 
never had any chance of eaming anything," 
though, as a matter of fact, httle Hasna was always 
neatly clothed and had far more silver ornaments 
than her elder stepsister. 

Friday came and with it the usual crowds. 
Rows of yelling and bargaining women filled the 
lower quarters of Jerusalem. Women of Siloam, 
the Moimt of Olives, Bethany and Abu-D!s chat- 
tered and quarrelled as they bought and sold. 
Sabha, seUing everything very quickly, explained 
to her last customer that she was in a hurry to 
get home. Her stepmother wanted her to work 
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and ^e would have to hasten before the gates 
closed for prayer. As she had to buy the material 
for her sister, she went up the town instead of 
going towards Sitti Mariam. 

Hassan, too, was busy selling his mats to the 
customers in the Greek Convent. He then drove 
his ass to the fair, where, before he had been 
there more than a quarter of an hour, she was 
sold for seven Majidis to a man of Bethel, north 
of Jerusalem. He chose his customer with care, 
for anyone from the east might have asked silly 
questions : why he sold his ass, and so forth. He 
was very glad of the chance of getting rid of the 
animal at such a fair price. 

With the ten Majidis for the mats and seven for 
his ass, Hassan was a rich man and could start in 
life for himself. His powder-horn was full ; his 
small leather bag contained bullets and shot ; 
his Shibriyeh was fixed in his girdle. He had left 
his gun outside the gate, near Gethsemane, with 
' an old olive-guardian, as the soldiers at the gate 
would not allow any armed Fellah to enter the 
city. 

Finding Sabha at the appointed meeting-place, 
Hassan explained that he was indeed turning his 
back on Abu-Dis that very day. Was she coming 
with him ? . . . Sabha again hesitated. Should 
she leave home and throw in her lot with another ? 
Had she really any right to complain ? Harsh 
though her stepmother often was, she did not 
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exactly illtreat her ... On the other hand, her 
stepsister was rapidly growing up and could 
easily fill her vacant place. Yes, Hasna was 
getting a big strong girl and would soon be able 
to go to market. Besides, she was the preferred 
one ... At the thought of freedom, Sabha's 
heart b^an to beat riotously. Then, suddenly, 
she gave her consent. 

" Which way shall we leave^ brother ? " she 
asked. 

Hassan indicated a quiet street out of the Bab 
el 'Amud (Damascus Gate) and instructed her to 
turn to the right and walk slowly, with her empty 
basket on her head, towards the north, where he 
would join her by the southern side. Then they 
parted. 

Half an hour later, Hassan and Sabha met at 
Karm esh Sheikh. Both looked very embarrassed, 
for now they belonged to each other. And yet 
they were strangers. They had never been alone 
together as at that moment. For a few hxmdred 
yards they walked without speaking a word. 
At last Hassan broke the silence. 

" My sister," he said, " anybody meeting us 
will guess our sit\iation at once if we continue this 
embarrassment. People will see by oiu- clothing, 
our manners, and our speech that we are not of 
their parts. Villagers know each other so well 
and talk so much that our flight will be reported 
at once. We must leave the main road and go 
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towards the Jordan. But we shall have to walk 
quickly to reach the huts of the Ghawaray * 
before nightfall." 

Stumbling over the stony way, wMch Hassan, 
fortunately, knew very well, the lovers made their 
plan of campaign. They agreed to say that they 
were married, but had quarrelled with their parents 
on account of a stepmother ; and to everyone 
inquiring whence they came they were to give the 
name of a different place. 

By the time they reached El Ghor both the 
wando'ers were very tired. Sabha had left her 
basket with the empty milk-pots, etc., in a grove. 
The nearer they approached the Jordan valley 
the warmer it grew. Her red mantle was the 
only superfluous article she decided to carry with 
her. 

Received with hospitahty by the negro-arabs 
above Jericho, each slept in a separate tent : 
Sabha with the women and Hassan with the men. 
The older Bedawiyat, after hearing their tale, 
wisely shook their heads and spoke about a 
Khatify, * though Sabha had sworn that they were 
newly married and were going to see the land 
which " her husband " had rented from the Aduan 
in the autumn. The younger women and girls 
fully beheved her and did not see why it should 
be otherwise. But the men agreed with the elders. 
They had noticed the lovers* tell-tale glances. 

> Jonlan Valley Arabe. ■ Elopement. 



lyGOOgIC 



244 THE IBIMOVABLE EAST 

Some remarked that the young man was nicely 
shaven and looked very much like a sinner. More- 
over, appearances were against them. The woman 
carried practically nothing ; the man was without 
agricultural implements, — he had not even a 
sickle. However, that was their business. " May 
AUah level their road," wished the sceptical ones. 
Everyone had a right to a chance to live. And so 
the Ghawamy feigned to believe the story which 
had been told them and decided to indicate the 
best way on the following day. Should pursuers 
come, they (the Ghawamy), having given this man 
and woman food and lodging, having eaten 
" bread and salt " with them, would be obliged 
by the laws of hospitality to deny that they had 
ever seen them. 

VII 

Early next morning, Hassan and Sabha were 
on their way towards the Jordan. Their convCT- 
sation centred aroxmd the impression produced at 
Abu-IMs by their flight. Abd er-Rahman and 
Kadriy^ would probably ask the women late in the 
evening if they had seen her, and on being told 
that they had not set eyes on her since morning, a 
messenger would be sent to Bethlehem, to her 
grandmother's, to inquire if she were there. 
Unless they waited a day or two to see whether 
she came back. As to Hassan's father, he would 
probably conclude that, as the boy was fond of 
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hunting, he bad gone to the desert with some 
Sawahry ^ with whom he had been on expeditions 
before. There was no need to be anxious about 
the ass, which he had perhaps left in safety in the 
Khan. In short, Hassan and Sabha concluded 
that they were safe for a day or two more, until 
they were far out of reach. 

The lovers were not very far out in their pre- 
dictions. When the people of Abu-D!s foimd that 
the two young people had eloped, every woman 
knew more about the past — the mysterious meet- 
ings near the well, in the town, and on the road — 
than was possible. Kadriy6 vras deeply grieved 
at the loss of the money from the last sale and at 
having to find someone to replace Sabha's cheap 
labour. But she had observed the girl's siillen 
demeanour and expected the worst. Abd er- 
Rahman was really very much affected. He did 
not realise imtil then how much he loved his 
eldest child. He bitterly regretted his want of 
affection and secretly blamed Kadriy^ for having 
treated the fair grown-up daughter too harshly. 

Meanwhile Hassan and Sabha travelled on 
beyond the Aduan (their allied destination) 
until they came to the Beni-Sakhr, up on the 
plateau of Moab. On asking this tribe to admit 
them as Matnflb' they were received with joy, 
and a tent (the cost of which was covered by 
contributions) was given to them. Fumittire, 

* Bedawtn. * Naturalised subjects. 
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an old carpet and the most necessary articles for 
their household were also provided in a similar 
way. Hassan took down his turban and made 
it a fl3'ing head-dress (Kafiy6). Sabha was trans- 
formed gradually. Her short Fellaha skirts were 
lengthened inch by inch, and with her spare money 
she bought a black mantle, the indispensable 
garment of every Bedawiy^. Her red one, in 
memory of the old days, she retained only for 
indoor use. Hassan soon proved himself to be a 
firtt-rate hunter ; consequently he received from 
his comrades a fully equipped horse and, later, 
joined them on their war expeditions. 

Sabha brought up many children among the 
Beni-Sakhr and never told anyone of the story of 
her beloved Hassan's devotion until many years 
had piissed and the people of Abu-Dts had long 
regarded them as dead, — the victims of Said 
el-Ma'ati and his Rabiby. 
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SONG AND DANCE IN THE EAST 
I 
Songs and dances, as well as music and poetry, 
or proverbs and stories, may be called the intellec- 
tual treasures of the inhabitants of Palestine — 
treasures inherited from ancestors reaching back 
to the dawn of history. Superficial observers have 
sometimes remarked that their songs are mere 
repetitions, their music monotonous wailings, and 
their instruments primitive, indicative of a nation 
in the lowest stage of civilisation. But many 
writers forget that the primary cause of this state 
of affairs is to be found in the absolute behef of 
the Arab in the divine revelation of every human 
gift, marking men superior to the brute. Thus, 
to him the calent (pen) is of divine origin. ^ 
Why then change it ? he asks. A t5rpewriter 
is ungodly, — an occidental invention. Books 
other than the Koran are wicked ; singing at 
prayers and dancing at a time of devotion have 
been inspired from above, and no true believer is 
allowed to admit new methods. Modems are 
faithful and punctual to the law and tradition 
received from ancestors, and though we neither 
admit nor submit to such inexorable obstacles to 
progress, we cannot refrain from admiring their 
constancy. What have occidentals done regarding 



lyGoogIc 



248 THE IMMOVABLE EAST 

" forbidden graven images " ? Not only are 
they everywhere in our streets and on our 
public monuments — ^but even churches are filled 
with them. The Moslem bows down to fate, 
or orders given in the sacred books, the Torah as 
well as the Koran, and cannot follow innovations. 
God ordered Noah to build an ark and gave the 
dimenaons.* Now, not only Moslems but even 
Christian oriental sailors beUeve that it is contrary 
to divine laws to build ships over 300 cubits long. 
Musical instruments, songs, dances, were inv^ited 
by Jubal,* and it is transgression of the law to 
admit other ways. As the law of Moses is 
admitted by every true IsraeUte, every true Mos- 
lem must strictly observe the Koran, which is 
both a civil and a religious code. 

In Islam we find a greater respect for the letto* 
of the law of Moses than amongst the alleged 
dispersed tribes of Israel. The song of Moses 
is a glorification of the supreme power of Jehovah. ' 
The Blessings of Jacob and Moses prophesy* 
war and wealth. Miriam and the women, singing 
in antiphony, proclaim the triumph of Israel — 
after the destruction of Pharaoh in the Red Sea. * 
Let us take an example. The modem Arab 
Kaseedy is a song of expedition glorifjdng the 
crushing of enemies, and the establishment of the 
victorious tribe ; the Exodus of the Beni-Helal 

> Genesis vi. 14-16. * Genesis v. 21. * Deateronomy xxxii. 
' G«iesis xlix. and Deateronomy zzxiii. 
■ " ' . 20-21. 
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from Nejd, passing by the Holy Land and fighting 
its way, tijl the foial establishment in Tunis, 
resembles the Exodus of Beni-Israel by Sinai to 
the Holy City. A passage from this Kaseedy 
runs as follows : — 

" Benadi il inmadi fi Daw a weer Abn-'Ali, 
Sultan Hassan Yom el Khamees yeahe«l, 
Wa iakata endhum hnnnuttin ajnabie 
Yenadiha la ahelha min ghei jameel 
Wa inkan endho bint amo baleelto 
Daneelha 'oj U rkab itsheel 
Wa taran bint it 'am tusbnr 'alla-j-jafa 
Wa amma-l gharibey bidha didleel 
Walli endo mnharatin ma tittaba'ak 
Yehot 'aleiha sarj ma yen adal ma yameel." * 

Musical instruments, especially the Ndy^ and 
the Duff, are characteristic and unchangeable 
instruments used from time immemorial. 

The Nay^, also called Zoomara, is a double- 
reeded wind instrument, generally used by shep- 
herd boys but often also by camd-drivers ; and I 
have often noticed how the animals in Palestine 
are charmed by its limited scale of notes, repeated 
hour after hour. My special attention has always 
been called to this primitive instrument, which I 
do not hesitate to call Abu-Zemoor, the father of 

* " The Herald goes ronnd the camp of Abn-Ali, and shouta 
Sultan Hassan decamps on Thursday. 
If you have foreign wives 
Send them back to their peojide. 
If your wives be your cousins, 
Prepare the croaked necked (camel) for them. 
For a cousin supports trials with patience. 
And the foreigner wants persuading. 
Whoever has an unbroken filly, 
Saddle and equip it well." 



lyGOOgIC 



250 THE IMMOVABLE EAST 

musical instruments, and for some obvious reasons. 
With its very few notes, dull to occidental ears, 
it can raise passionate flames in the heart of the 
Fellaha girl, just as the wailing tones of the 
one-stringed Rabiby can kindle the passion of a 
young man, and lead to an elopement, ^ with as 






(Generally the Nelyf or Zoomara ia made of reeds, bat some- 
times it is formed witii the wing-bones of the Nlsr. The month- 
pieces are movable and attached with strings, and like all the 
other strings which hold the two reeds together, tbey are 
strengthened with jritch. The mouth-pieces are called Baioat-^ 
the daughters.) 

much ardour as can the most enchanting occidental 
flute, or the skilled and dexterous violinist of the 
West playing on a Stradivarius. And if the 
Western bursts into tears when he hears " Home 
Sweet Home," the Oriental melts at the thought 
of " My Mountain home, my whitewashed dome." 
And has not this same Zoomara, which has en- 
chanted the under-developed Palestine Fellah 
for ever so many generations, also been a comfort 
to millions of Christians who still hear " the 
sweet singer of Israel " but are not aware that his 
Psalms were composed to the accompaiiment of 
the Nay6? 

When David brought the ark to Jerusalem he 
deUvered the first psalm to thank Jehovah, 

> See Tht Wooing of Sabha, pp. 218-246. 



lyGOOgIC 



BLOWING A PSALM 251 

" Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him." * The 
Hebrew wording is Sheeroo-loo zamroo4oo — that is 
sing a " She'er " to him, blow a Zoomara to him. 
Now, a fellah blows the Neiy6 and the identical 
word "Zamroo " is used. Again, in Psalm Ixxxi. 
we find the words, " Sing aloud unto the God 
our strength, howl unto the God of Jacob. Take 
a Zamra (the English version says psalm) and 
bring hither a timbrel (duff) the fine harp with the 
psaltery." In Hebrew "Psalm" is "Mazmoor," 
indentical to the modera Arabic, meaning " played 
on the Neiy6 or the Zoomara." We also read, 
"Let him praise his name in the dance, let them 
sing praises tmto him with the timbrel and the 
harp," ■ — in Hebrew, " Yehlaloo bima'hool 
biduff wabi Kanoot yezmaroo-loo." 

Palestine proverbs are always based on incidents, 
and a proverb has almost always a small story 
attached to its origin. The or^in of the proverb, 
" Adob ibneiak zamarr — Now, your son shall 
blow " (that is on the neiy6) is as follows ; " A 
man told his neighbour who was goii^ to town to 
bring a zoomara for his son. ' Very well,' replied 
the other. So he went on his journey, but forgot 
all about the commission. The next time he was 
about to set out, he was again asked to bring the 
instrument. ' All right,' he said. But he again 
neglected to do as his neighbour had asked him. 
The third time he left home, the man handed him 

' I. ChTcaticles xvi. 9. ■ I^alm cxluc. 3. 
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thirty paras for the much desired reedlets. ' Adob 
ibneiak zamarr — now, yoiir son shall blow/ said 
the witty neighbour, as he received the money. 
And, sure enough, in the evening the much 
coveted object was in the hands of the delighted 
boy." Oriental sagacity has placed the moral 
education of the nation in their proverbs. 

Though the days of Arab splendour are gone, 
when generous and erudite KhaJifs of the Omniad 
and Abbasid dynasties, in the marble palaces of 
Damascus and Bagdad, royally bestowed wealth 
on poets for a single verse, — ^though Arab Htera- 
ture declined during the dark ages, when the con- 
queror of the north threatened to crush the nation 
out of existence, yet, thanks to the vivacity of the 
language and the constant efforts of the intellectual 
centres of Damascus and the world-famed El-Azhar 
at Cairo, Arabic has incontestibly proved that it 
is firmly rooted. The language has survived 
poUtical disaster and, thanks to this energy, we 
are able to read the mentality of the people of 
former ages, vividly preserved in immutable 
manners, songs and melodies. 

The Palestine mother sings to her baby in the 
cradle as Samuel's mother did ; a woman sings 
when grinding her com as the Israelite of Isaiah's 
days ; with Jephthah's daughter or with Miriam, 
the very duff is used to praise great feats. Under 
the vine and fig tree they sing as in the days of 
the judges. Men and women are separated in 
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joy and in sorrow, as of old. From generation to 
generation the father faithfully transmits his 
wisdom to the son and the mother teaches her 
daughter, the way she learned from her mother. 
Age is so respected that it is a transgression to 
dare to change a single word, a single colour. 

These are some observations concerning a family 
group in a well-known Judaean village : — 

Miriam and Abdallah were cousins, and had 
been brought up in the same house. They had 
grown up side by side — and their manners were 
the same. How could it have been otherwise ? 
For not only were their fathers brethren, thdr 
mothers also were sisters. Each family lived in a 
room, which every one pompously called " his 
house." But does not the tent-living Bedawy 
call his tent or hut by the same name ? " Beit " 
House — means as much as hearth in the EngHsh 
language. These two houses were nothing more 
than two rooms, the doors of which opened into a 
court-yard, itself surrounded by a wall on which 
were stuck sharp thom-hed^es, ^ to protect the 
herds and keep out thieves or wild animals by night. 

As the cousins were of the same age and the 
mothers hved on good terms, Miriam and Abdallah 
were almost always together. The herds, the 
land, the gardens, the poultry, belonged to their 
parents in common, consequently, whether at 

> Cf. Micah viL 4. 
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work or at rest, there was hardly a moment they 
did not spend in each other's company. When the 
two mothers rose long before dawn, to grind the 
daily flour on the handmill, they worked together, * 
and sang the songs they had learned from their 
mother and which, to judge by the wording, may 
be traced as far back as history. One of these 
songs, sung in long-drawn tones, ran as follows : — 

" In my fattier's house there are lichea. 
Kack negroes go quietly about to work. 
The days of my youth when visitora met 
As the frnitB of last year huve vanished." 

Half slumbering the children retained the wording 
— ^and when at play they repeated the song, which 
in their turn they handed on to their offspring. 

In the cradle they heard the mother's lullaby : — 

" Helwy mattat, mattat. La Walla salamet ha. 
Bnkra tokol Khuiieshy, illi btutkor fi jozetha."* 

Or else, as a variation, the other mother would 
sing:— 

" Nanii ya, 'eni, nome il fainna ; 
La tashufi 1>'^T^f | daima. 
Ya'h itiiV Dlah, dumti fi sa'tik. 
Jufi bima'dik Til ah es-sama." * 

Miriam and Abdallah had also heard children's 
songs from the neighbours, and being very keen 
to learn songs of all kinds could at once repeat them. 
One such song was as follows : — 

^ Hattfaew xnv. 41. 

■ " Helivy is dead I No I God save her I 
She has perhaps eaten an artichoke 
Which has stuck in her throat." 
* " Sleep, darling, sleep in peace ; 
Uay you never have sorrow. 
God will probtct and give happiness. 
God in heaven grant your prayer." 
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" Ya Kammar, ya hadi ya monawer aUa-1 banady, 
Awlad Khamsy, sitty. belabn talit id dik^." > 

Betimes they astonished their companions by 
singing unknown doggerel rhymes whidi they had 
picked up somewhere : — 

" Saxandali ya sarauda'h 
Tool ik-tareek mana amdali 
Bamdali eitti SafiyA 
Im 'duKM il imdaliy6 
Dalatai 'alia bab el-beer 
Atatni ahambar hareer 
Kalatli Uiariiat am™ 
Darabt il-Koo< bitufalia 
Til'oo Khawati ramalia 
"Hamleen is-eawany 
Khataftli £iiiy6 
Hamra wamakliyfi 
Ajat Kbalti is-aauaka 
Sarkat min vraial 
Wok'at min Kafal 
Pi Tamar wa binna 
Tainoot il 'ajooe 
Watedal il kinoa."* 

> " Oh moaa I calm gaardiaii vrtio giveth light to man, 
We are five or nx children playing under a belt." 
* "Saranda and Saranda, 
I meditate all tbe way. 
I think about granny So^diy, 
Limping on her cmtchea. 
She showed me the way to tttt well ; 
Gave me a silken ahawt. 
She told me with joy : 
Strike the cymbal with an apple. 
Hy nsters came in a hurry. 
Carrying great dishes. 
I snatched one of them, 
Bearing roast and fried food. 
My thievish aunt came that way 
And stcde one behind me. 
Sbt idl behind me 
Amongst dates and henna. 
When the old one dies 
The daug^tcr^n-law wilt remain (at home)." 
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As Miriam and Abdallah grew up their ambition 
was not to invent new songs but to retain the old 
ones. After a long summer without rain, pro- 
cessions went round the village, the women and 
children imploring for pity :— 

" Ya Rflbtn itbill iah-ohartoota 
Kabbel in liamel Kabbcl in-roo'h 
Kabbel io-'hamel 'a Huner 
Fi HtUKT ma navra'sli. 

Ya Rabbi itbill isb-shaly 
Wa malina te'btak Khaiyaly 
Ya Rabbi ma hoo battai 
Yalla Karamy lal mattar."* 

Another year, when all the orchards were full 
of the most luscious fruit, many familiesof Jerusa- 
lem and Bethlehem came out to camp for a few 
weeks and " live on fruit," — an evident imitation 
of the feast of booths ' and the living under vine 
and %-tree.* Miriam and Abdallah, always ready 
to learn, made friends with the town children and 
from them learned many songs which were new to 
them. In the towns, where Jews and Christians 
are more common, the children said they rarely 
made friends with those of another creed and 

' " Oh. Locd 1 wet our veils 
Before we load and start; 
-Before we start for Egypt. 
What awaits as there f 
" Oh Lord 1 wet oar mantlea. 
We only act b^ yonrcffder — 
Oh Lwd I It u not dirou^ pride. 
We honooT, O God, your rain I " 

* Leviticus xxiii, 42 and Nehemiah viii. 14. 

• I. Kings iv. 25. 
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often sang one against the other. The Moslems 
would sing : — 

" Ya Nasara, ya Yahood I 
'Eet-kom 'eet il kuTood 
'£«t na 'eet in-Nabi 
Fatme jabbat sabi 
Samato 'Abd en-Nabi 
Khabatto bil-Khabay6 
Ta'mato zalabiyi, etc." ^ 

The Christian children of Bethlehem or Jerusa- 
lem, to rally the Jews, turned against the Yahood 
with the words : — 

" Ya Yahood ! Ya Yahood I 

"Eet kam 'eet-U knrood 

"Eet na 'eet il Masee'h 

Wal Masee'h fadana. 

Kdammo "^ht f T ^ PH 

Ha dean ilia dean il Masee'h 

Wa fath in-nooi wa 'esadna 

Wa hatha Kabr Seiedna 

Seiedna '£esa-l-Masee'h 

Ehna ilyome f ara 'ba 

Wal Yahood 'haTaaa," etc.* 
1 " Ob, Nazarenes t (^, Jews I 

Your feasts are goblin feasts. 

Oars are for the Prophet. 

Fatmy (his daughter) had a son. 

Whom she called Abd^en-Nabi. 

She hid him in the wheat-trough 

And gave him oil-cakes there." 
* " Oh, Jews I oh, Jews I 

Your feasts aie goblin feasts. 

Ours are for Messiah, — 

The Messiah irtio redeemed ns. 

With his blood, he boo^t us. 

Messiah's religion is the only true one. 

light shone from his grave. ■ 

The grave is Oni Lard's 

Our Ixffd Jesus the Messiah. 

We rejoice on this day (whilst) 

Poor Jews are aony." 
» A reference to the Holy Fire of the Greeks, which is allied 
to come down from heaven into the Holy Sepulchre on Maunday 
Saturday. 
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These children also taught Miriam and Abdallah 
round games in which sJl joined and sang in a 
circle. Antiphonally the two groups sang the 
words : — 

" 1st. Ya Fatmy, y a 'onha 
Fain ij jamal 7 
2nd. Fil ma'ssaira. 
1st. Shn tnyoknl ? 
2nd. Habbet durra. 



Ist. 'Ami. 'Ami ba'd amakt 
BitjawesoeMb bintak i 
2nd. Bajawzek iyaha 



Min Halab la Stambod." * 

The town families also brought musical instru- 
ments with them, such as the Kanoon, a stringed 
instrument resembling the stringed Kanoot, or 
harp of David. * But this was only played in the 
evenings by the men. Another of their instru- 
ments was the Kamanjy, a small fiddle which 
difiers from the Fellah Rabiby. The body of the 
former is made of a coco-nut covered with sheep- 
skin and has several chords, whilst the latter has 

* " 1st. Oh, Fatmy t homage to yon I 
Wboe is tiie caioel 7 
2nd. The camel presses oil. 
1st. What does he eat ? 
2nd. A grain of dnrra. 
l&t. What does he drink ? 



Let me have your daughter. 
2Dd. I will give her to yoa 

Accompanied by drams and nefyte 
Prom Aleppo to Stambul." 
'.. Samuel xvi. 23. 
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only one string, is much bigger and square in 
shape. But neither the Kamanjy nor the Kanoot 
were for Miriam or Abdallah ; their instruments 
were the Duff,* or tamboureen, the Durbukky, 
or the S'hoon (Cymbals), and with these they did 
their best to encom-age the dancers. 

When Autumn came and all the visitors had left, 
the two children continued their musical studies 
and by dint of practice soon became recognised 
as the most expert singers and dancers in their 
village. Whenever there was a wedding, a pro- 
cession for rain, or a burial, they were among the 
guests. 

As they grew older, they earned a few coppers 
by small sales at the Bethlehem market and 
thus were able to buy the necessary materials for 
making musical instruments. Miriam became the 
happy possessor of a Duff, and Abdallah not only 
purchased a N^y^ and a Yarghool — ^but also 
bought a cheap Soofara and a Shabbaby, 
single reeded blowing instruments. But he 
especially prided himself on a home-made 
Rab4by. His favourite song was a Kaseedy 
of the Zeer, an old Arabian tale which runs as 
follows : — 

The factions of Kase and Yaman have been at 
war. Murra, in the north, is conquered by the 
Tobba Hassan of the Yemen. (TTie Tobbas of the 
Hemyarite dynasty reigned in the fourth century 

» Exodus XV. 20. 
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A.D. Tobba Hassan was fifteenth prince, from 
236 to 250 A.D.) The Tobba wants the beauti- 
ful girl Jaleely to wife. But Jaleely is betrothed 
to Klabe of the Kase faction. Yet they must 
submit and send Jaleely with forty camels. 
Every camel has a tiiple chest, with two com- 
partments containing clothes and jewels, and, in 
the middle, a hidden knight to kill the Tobba 
when introduced into his castle. An old 
necromancer is called and sings : — 

" Takool il 'ajoot illathi Shahtat. 
Ha'an tozcel el 'anawi il sndoot 
Ya Tooba "Hassan in'em Wajood, 
Wa erkab wa tared fok 'alia inhood. 
Ya jibn-l Jalledy, lajlak Uiadeemy. 
Bt Khadin aluuar wa jooz 'eyoon sood. 
Wa yasba "ha ya Tooba', ya Khalboos faths 
Wa fi yad is-aei^h knl yome yesna'oo. 
Wa ya badenba, ya Tooba' ya ahillet tiarefti, 
Wa fi yad im 'allem kul yome yet la 'oo ' 
Wa ya 'unkha ya Tooba' ya 'unk el-gbat&l, 
Wa ya thnmlia ya Tooba' ya Khaten l£ahoob 
Fi ]^ cs-Bciegh-Knl-ycoiic icasn'oo."' 

Tobba Hassan goes and receives the bride — 
but after much fighting is killed in battle, and 

> "The old woman says, I witness 

Thou mayst adorn the captive, the sealed. 
Give in abmidance, oh Tooba Hassan. 
Ride and gallop on women's breasts. 
Let them bring Jalleety, the captive, 
Vfith red cheeks and coal-black eyes. 
Her fingers, oh Tobba, as silver appears 
In Uie hand of the smith, daily renewed. 
And hei body, oh Tobba, a silken roU 
In the hand of the weaver, daily refreshed. 
Her neck, oh Tobba, jnst like a gazdle. 
Her mouth, ob Tolri>a, a rin^et of g<^d, 
Daily repaired by the goldsmith's band." 
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Jaleely comes back to her tribe. Her beauty, 
however, causes much bloodshed. The faction 
continue to fight : Jassas, the Chief of the adverse 
party, against the Zeer, a son of the Jaleely. The 
Zeer is victorious and, as a final condition, con- 
demns the descendants of Jassas to ride only on 
donkeys. Now, the Gipaes are those descendants 
and they stiU curse the Zeer : — 

'* Yen *aJ Ata-l-Zeer 



Whereupon the Fellahin, because they received 
cows with which to plough, answer : — 

"Yen 'b1 Abn-1- Jassas 



(It will be noticed by the student of these 
Kaseedies and popular songs that their authors are 
referred to by the bard as either He or Mohammed. 
It is not the poet but the subject which coimts.) 

II 
Smallpox broke out in the village and the eight- 
year-old Can'aan, the child of a neighbour, became 
dangerously ill. His mother vowed that should 
he recover she would offer a sacrifice to £1 Khadr. ' 
Her prayers being granted, she invited friends and 
neighbours to join in a procession to the Convent, 



■ "Cnned be the father of Jassas, 
Who provided as irith goads." 
> C/. I. Samneli. II. 
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which, though Christian and dedicated to St. 
George, is acknowledged by Moslems. Among the 
guests were Miriam and AbdaQah. All along the 
way the latter entertained the party by pla3dng 
on his Ndy6. Miriam, in her finest attire, led the 
girls and, like Jephthah's daughter, did not forget 
to bring her Duff. When the men were bu^ 
preparing the lamb and the rice, the girls gathered 
around Miriam, who was dancing her Melila,^ 
swinging her body to and fro — and now and then 
knocking on her Duff and accompanying it with 
songs and hallelujahs until she was flushed. 
Her fl3dng curls around her forehead impressed 
even lie young men ; whilst the girls, delighted 
to encourage her, clapped their hands at every 
third note. At last Miriam sat down quite 
exhausted, though none the less admired by her 
companions. 

On the way back, whilst sitting down awhile 
near the "sealed fountain" at the Pools of 
Solomon, a long-haired Dervish passed. He 
paused a few moments and entertained the com- 
pany with a song which related, in harmonious 
rhyme, the troubles of Joseph with his brethren. 
It opened as follows : — 

" Wa ramoo la B«er Jibrta 
Hallaan Heiyeya mtiltameen." * 

Abdallah's good memory and quick ear retained 

> Jndges xi. 34. 

' " They threw him to Beer Jibrfai, 
Fall of different kinds of serpents." 
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the words and time, and on returning home he 
set to work to ^ng the song to an accompaniment 
on his Rabiby. 

Abdallah had heard of the seven Mo'alakat 
hmig in the Kaaba at Mecca, and his ambition was 
to retain as much as posable of all such songs. 
He began, at first, with short verses ; and thus 
his memory became very retentive. He quickly 
learnt how to sing the No'h or lamentation songs ; 
and he was also considered to be very good at 
singing a certain Mawaal, or romance, supposed 
to be sung by his lady love and beginning thus ; — 



J-J. JMj J j l 



" Wa la man ya gliib il-Kamai, ma newlak il mnftali." 
" And ^rtien the moon has set 111 hand the key to yon." 



" Ah ya lail ah ya lail ah hay." 
Dear, oh night, dear, cAi night, oh dear I " 

His town friends' Mawaal were sxmg differently. 
" Ya lail " — was drawn out three or four times the 
length of Abdallah's "lail." Risk, his town 
friend, used to put his right hand to his temple as 
though to hold his head for the effort which the long 
drawn-out " lail " required from his whole being. 

The following sumrner brought much work in 
the field, at the lime-kiln, at the olive harvest, and 
on all these occasions songs to encourage the 
workers were very welcome. At the last 
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olive-gathering boys and girls worked and repeated 
a song opening with the words : — 



During the long winter evenings the young 
people played all kinds of games, but SheV were 
more welcome, as everybody could appreciate them. 
Rabee brought new marriages. Miriam, ever 
ready to use her sweet voice, was j^ain the leading 
figure in the dances in the evenings after the day's 
work. As if bowing to the moon, she opened the 
seven nights' ceremonials by one of the oldest 
marriage songs, addressing the bridegroom thus : — 

" TnU ib-Kunar md HelaU 
Wal ITijine ish-sbft'aU. 
Walli bifoot ir-rafalk 
YerUiasa wallow kaa ^iftli. 
LoU-u-luU-u-luU-u-," etc.* 

Then, turning towards the bride, in her own circle, 
she smiled as she slightly chained her voice and 
sang these verses: — 

" Khaatmik ya maliha aiiim bidaket in-no6ba. 
Inhoodld h&l beed mithil ttutlj maluooba 
Saint il kheel marsooji wamarkooba 
Bint il ajawid ilia ibn is-«aied matlooba — 
Loll-u-lnU-a-lnU-a." etc.* 

> " Olives turn into lemons ; 
Lemons tnm into cdives t " 
* "The moon appeared, Out creacent 
And tibe flaTn ^-.. hin#jiiT^ g star. 
Whoever huniee to leave his friends 
Loses his valne thonidi he be rich. 
Lnll-u-laU-n-loU-u/' etc. 
* " Yonr ring, oh fair one, rings as mnsic. 

Your breast is a white {dace all strewn witb snow. 
The horses are saddled and the riders have started. 
The nobleman's daughtn is asked for the Lord." 
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When Eed el-Kebir, the spring feast, with 
processions to the Sakhra (the Holy Rock in Jer- 
usalem) and the succeeding feasts to Nabi Moosa 
came round — ^the young people expressed a wish 
to join the pilgrimage. The Stanckrd, dedicated 
to Seidna 'Omar Ben Khattab, was brought forth, 
and with all the instruments, cjnnbals, and drums, 
the valid villagers set forth. Not only men and 
boys, but women and girls followed in the rear. 
As they approached the wall of the Holy City, 
and as Saiara (processions) after Saiara from all 
the villages, with their instruments and standards, 
poured into the town, a holy enthusiasm seized 
the crowds. The men, half-naked, drew swords 
and began to strike their bodies until blood 
gushed forth, and all the time they wildly called 
on their saints and prophets. What Bible reader 
could fail to compare these savage scenes to those 
which the Prophet Elijah contemplated when the 
desperate prophets of Baal^ expected wonders of 
their deity ? Soon the Saiaras filled the streets. 
Dervishes of all classes danced with all their 
energy before entering the sanctuary ;' women, 
arm in arm and by threes and fours, followed 
singing at the top of their voices. 

When, on the following day, the ceremonies 
w^e over in the temple-court, the Saiaras set 
off again with the Beyrack, the holy standard of 

1 I. Kings xviii. 28. 
■ CI. II. Samuel vl. 14. 
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Moses, for the three days' feast in the wilderness of 
Judah. 1 Very trying to all were these feasts and 
very glad everybody was to return home and begin 
their daily work again. 

At harvest time the families of both Miriam 
and Abdallah went down to the plain of Philistia. 
There was no healthy flowing water there as at 
their mountain home, — no wood, — ^no pure moun- 
tain air. The village had a well about twenty 
yards deep and as the women drew up the water 
they sang to the water genius : — 

" n mal yareed 
Abdain waaeed 
WiDghab el Abd 
Ilidar 3^ seed 
■End el tawreed."* 

The water is generally very bad in the torrid 
plains of Palestine and many mountaineers suffer 
there from malaria and ague. On this particular 
expedition fevers were rampant. One of the 
victims was Abdallah's father. At the funeral, 
the women, especially the two sisters and Miriam, 
rent their clothes, smeared their faces with 
soot, and, with dishevelled hair, wildly danced 
about the grave, singing the following lines, as 



" Property rcqnireB 
A lord and slaves. 
If slaves are gone, 
Remain my lord 
In charge of wealth." 
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though tiying to induce the departed one to 
return : — 

" Ya Shgjyh hana mishwariye 
Piha Shabab oo jahlecn. 
Yiridoo ahorak ya img^mnni 
Ya Sheikh, heihmn biendahnlak 
Khafeef il Kaddem. bista 'jelloolak 
Biridoo shorak ya imsamma. 

" LafEa dioof 'alla-a-salia 
Itla "ya Abn Isma'In shoof 
Kharoof ma bikii dioof 
Wadoo la yelam yidjib oakhra. 

„ . j T jhlrill ghamnni "hafi 00 'ariail 

^^ \ LiTikill a^inam 'a mowrad el moye."' 

A few months later another death took place, — 
that of Miriam's mother. The girl was so over- 
come with grief that she refused food. But 
when her father took another wife she regarded 
herself as a stranger in her own home, once so 
dear to her, and looked for comfort in her best 

■ " Oh Sheikh I there ia a meeting 
Of jnmng and ignorant lads. 
They want yonr connsel, blessed one. 
Here they are 1 — calhng you SheiUi. 
Li^t-footed, they nin after yon 
And seek yonr counsel, blessed one. 

" Guests have come to the public place. 
Come out Abn Ismahi and lookt 
A sLngle lamb is not '^oug*' for them. 
Send for more— one or two. 
g^^ ( He got up barefooted and naked 
^^ 1 And went to the watering-place 

(to get the lunbs)." 
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Mend, — song. Many a time did she sing these 
lines :— 

"Mairakt 'an belt il 'babiby 

T-nVy t^ S&ldntO pHar itw 

SallBmet ma raddat 'alleiyi 
D Beit, belt immi 'erifto 
Biah-sheed wal "hB^Hi^* kaaarto 
Sakanto oo ghiBhmit 'aleya 
LaJmo il "habaieb fia^aldi waseleen. 
Ua aheen 'a naldiel ij-jareed oo jeen 
Ib-ad m 'habei^ 'aU i'rak 
Yibkm 'all ayam il-afrak 
Yifbakin 'aU ayam il-4aka."i 

Abdallah was now the head of his family. He 
worked in collaboration with a number of other 
young men of his own age, gathering brushwood 
and thistles for a lime-kiln which they had built. 
Whilst cutting the wood or canying the big bun- 
dles of thorns, singing was the order of the day. 
Heaps|of brushwood as high as houses were gathered, 
and when the fire was put to the entrance of the 
kiln, with a " Bism lUah I " the men by twos con- 
stantly shoved in the fuel, singing antiphonally 

* " I passed by tbe boose of my beloved (motho'). 
A stranger bad taken bet place. 
I greeted her and she did not answer, 
Tboi^ it was surely my mother's honse. 
I knew the lime and the clay vrtiich she |dastei«d. 
I lived there but now am a stranger. 
If the beloved ones (her father and stepmother) are 

living in happiness ; 
If they joyfully walk on palms 
Others nt in sorrow and weep, 
And remember the day of separation. 
But sometimes tiiey lau^ fcv the days <rf meeting (again). 
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the following lines, which, if not profoundly sen- 
sible, rh3rmed and served as an encouragement: — 



1st Singer. 


" Haoa jnwa. 


2nd .. 


n liooma. 


l«t „ 


Wain waiaUoa. 


2nd „ 


Darb el lienaa. 


Irt .. 


Darb esh-ahoke. 


2nd „ 


'Handakoke." > 



When the lime was burned they carried it on 
their camels to building-places in Jerusalem. 
There they found the workers singing over their 
task. Hie gangs as they went up with stones or 
mortar responded to those coming down : — 

Irt Gang. '■ Ya Hnallem hilna — 
2nd „ Wulla bnahmb kilna — 

Ist „ Ya Mnallem haat bakdieesh 

2ad Wulla bukra ma bnijeeah."* 

These Jerusalem workers also sang in unison 
a song which had come from Eg3rpt and was 
known in every street. Abdallah picked it up and 
when he came back sang it to Miriam. But 

* " In it goes 

At the fiercest mom^t. 
Where are we ? 
At the henna road. 
The way of briars. 
Trefoil plant." 

* " Master I give as freedom 

Else we shall ran away. 
Master t give as baksheesh 
Else well not come again." 
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she did not much care for these "novelties." 
The opening lines were as follows : — 

" Baftu-Hijidi, baits Ifindi Shash hareer ya banat toliAnd nli 

flhaah il ghali." 
" In d'?! ! linen, Indian linen. Silken mnilin. Hear ye, giris I 

Boy me the dearest muslin." 

; f, J'J.'J^J'J-JQ .^ i 

" Min suekat Hadiabat. WeftahuUyaBabeyalaglabat, laglabat." 
" From the shops at Hadrabad. Open, maidens, let me enter. 
Weary, let me in to rest." 

He sang many more verses — ^but she only 
liked the passage referring to conscription, for 
lately a cousin had been taken away to the army— 
and like every Fellaha, she cried for him as if 
already killed in war. 



" And the Turks have dragged yon from me. 
Leaving sonow in my m-iii^^g heart." 

HI 

Abdallah and Miriam became engaged, lliey 
were to be married in the autumn. Preparations 
for the wedding were already being made. 
Abdallah himself joined the dancers and singo^ ; 
he had always been fond of the Sa'hjy, that ajl-m- 
a-row dance in which he was an expert, and which 
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reminds us of the Sahak in Sinai, " when the people 
sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play." ^ 
In more ways than one has the laraehtish spirit 
,continuedtoexistintheFellahlnofPalestine. They 
still sprinkle blood on the door-posts in commemora- 
tion of some great past event, probably the recollec- 
tion of the slaughter of the Egyptians. ' Similarly, 
as in the bowing to the golden calf, modem dancers 
bow down, prompted by some long lost motive. 

Abdallah was ever the leader in the Sa'hjy. 
Facing the dancers, he drew his sword, and gave 
directions. Singing, he made the human wall of 
dancers stand still or move to the right or the left. 
All the while they repeated what he sang- — and 
clapped their hands. Suddenly with a very 
reverent bow, he made them bow, almost to the 
groimd, like camels ready to kneel. " Kh I 
Kh I Kh ! " he cried ; then commanded them to 
rise again. Miriam and the girls with her were so 
delighted that for a while they stopped their own 
hvely dance and whispered one to another. How 
grand the scene was. What a master Abdallah 
was I And seizing her Duff, Miriam began to 
sing as follows in honour of her beloved : — 



''Ah] ih I ahl A ha ya halh a1 la'ham ya bene U 'ada Isome 

Ah t ih I ah I 'Adnatak dabalin mara'h il kfaabar iah-Sh&m I 
Ah I ih I ah I Ya Halefc, ya ibn il malek, yeblak bin-nesra 
wadarat il fallak." 

* ExoduB xxxii. 6. * Exodus xii. 17. 
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followed by the Zaghroot:— 



" LoU-loll-iiIl-iill-ull-ull-iiU-uU'uU-iiIl-iill-nll-oo." 
" Ah I ih I ah t Wa 0311111 lidar U 'adoo wa luhidid ha. 
Ah I ih I ab I Wa innakkd a'hjarha 'alia belaad U Karak. 
Ah I ih I ah I Ha hathak tnnUtna low la ban halikna. 
Ah 1 ih I ah 1 Low la Rheilak taaleen ran 11 'ada akhadna." 

The late Claude Reignier Conder kindly cor- 
rected my version of this song, and in the 
"Quarterly Statement" of the P. E. F. for July, 
1894, translated it as follows : — 

" O, there was the botcher, the fury of foes. 
Your foes are slain, was the news to Damascus. 
O King, King's son, victory is thine. (Ulnlation.) 
And a return to fortnne. 

Let ns go to the foeman's home and destroy it. 
And cany its sttnies to Kerak. 
He would have ruled us — not tiU we perish I 
Before jronr boraemen came, the foe was our prey." 

Marriages are very often celebrated in Palestine 
to terminate an expedition or to show joy on 
retimiing home. Therefore the songs on such 
solenm occasions have a note of victory in them. 
The women of Israel came out with Meliloot 
and She'er playing on the DufF for Saul and David's 
victory over Goliath — and antiphonally repeated, 
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— first group : " Saxil has slain his thousand " ; 
second group : " David his ten thousand," * 
because David was considered as the bridegroom 
of Michal, the King's daughter. It was a war 
song to celebrate the futxure marriage, as well as 
the victory. 

This singing in two groups is often to be noticed, 
— for instance, with Moses when he " She'ers " 
for the escape from the Egyptians' or with the 
psalm of exhortation, when one party sings : first 
" O give thanks into Jehovah, for he is good" ; 
and the second answers : " For his mercy endureth 
for ever," and thus twenty-five times,' or as in 
the case of the two companies which gave thanks 
in the house of God, Nehemiah and the half of 
the rulers with him.* 

As can also be seen, the women's songs have 
retained the old measure. At times of joy or 
sorrow, triumph or loss, the melody differs little 
except that a more hvely note is noticeable. 
When Miriam, walking one day to Jerusalem, 
saw mourning Ta'amr6 women weeping on the 
graves near Rachel's tomb, she joined the mourn- 
ers, as she knew several of them, and noticed the 
low tone in which they sang compared with what 
she had heard at Mamilla in Jerusalem. There 
the women waved handkerchiefs above their 
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heads and in shrieking tones began their address 
to the departed as follows : — 



" When hifl aleep became prolonged 
They rent clothes oa his grave." 

Here, on the contraiy, the high pitched screams 
were omitted, and the ^raihng song seemed a more 
natural expression of deep grief. The mourning 
of the dark Badawiyat took this more dignified 
form : — 

!J!^J J J J J JJLti'J J J JJ!J!^-'"4^ ^ 

" MnnaWti KhabcT y E Khciyi. Yobne shnfna "hbabna. 

hm 1 hm 1 hml hml 
Tal'een biz-zaffy wol Kheil, Wash Shab 'alia babna." 

" Doa't yoQ remember, brother, When vre saw onr dear ones 
Going on the horseback procession. And the yoongster 
at the door," 

" T^rnlnnV tuishora, Bil mal ma ridna tana 
Ya "hesBO ra'd, y 'erak la tahleel." 
" If yon conld be bought — No money would be sufficient. 
His voice was tike thunder, a rock for praising (God)." 

Just as Miriam and Abdallah had learned songs 
and dances— NoTi (mourning songs) and Mowaal 
(romances) — from their parents, friends and neigh- 
bours, so in turn did they teach their songs and 
dances, unchanged, to their children. And as I 
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listened one evening to Abdallah's tune as he 
chanted the old dervish's song of Joseph, I was 
struck by the fact that the construction of the 
song of this modem singer was the same as that 
of Miriam's song — not the yoxmg woman before 
me with her " Duff " but the older Miriam, the 
sister of Moses, when, following her brother's 
example, she sang of Israel's deUvery : — 

In J'J'j I j J J..M I J..MiJ i-\\M 

" Sheiroo li Jahwch Kigah gah. Soos wa rakbn rama meem." 

" Sing ye to Jehovah, for his glorioas deeds, Horse and rider 
have been thrown to the sea " (Exodus xv. 21). 

It was exactly the same as : — 

" Wa ramoo la Beer Jibita — ^Rlalac heiyqn mnltameem." 

IV 

As if transported through the ages of Palestine 
history, I could distinctly hear, when watching the 
wild gestures of Dervishes, the loud or faint echo, 
as the case might be, of the songs and dances of 
the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. On 
hearing the Neiy6, I could imagine David com- 
posing a Mazmoor. At other times the sorrowful 
song for a lost friend reminded me of the fall of 
Saiil and Jonathan on Gilboa, or the clear tinkling 
voices of the girls in the booths under the fig- 
trees of those old forgotten feasts which Nehemiah 
instituted and which were the occasion for " very 
great gladness." ^ How could it be otherwise 

* Nehemiah viii. 17. 
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when I heard Miriam's clear notes issue from one 
of the booths : — 




" Shay ya weUay, ya weUay, 

yabei," 
" Shay ya weUay, ya weUay, 

ya Khei." 
" Shay ya wellay, ya wellay, 

ya low low," 

and another girl, on the opposite mountain, respond 
— Uke a far-away echo ? This singing from 
mountain to mountain, often carried on for hours 
in the gay sunshine, was interrupted by the 
chirp of the cicadas or the continual croaking of 
the crows as they fluttered about the fig-trees in 
search of figs.* The very air itself seemed 
impregnated in this unchangeable East with 
archaic ideas and images. Ravens croaked as 
they had always done ; jackals repeated the same 
wailing sounds ; ruins told of ancient tragedies — 
events which happened thousands of years ago^ 
and yet were spoken of as though they were 
incidents of the last war episode in the Balkans. 
With such thoughts as these I was riding home 
late one evening down the stony village path 
when it occurred to me that Miriam and 
Abdallah's songs were more or less imitations of 

> C/. Psalm cxlvii. 9. 
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the voices or soxuids heard in Natxire. The 
setting crescent shed its last pale rays on the 
innumerable rocks which studded the mountain 
slopes. Behind the boulders the graceful cream- 
flowered stalks of thousands of squills peeped out 
on the nocturnal landscape like silent pigmies. 
Suddenly, borne on the evening breeze, the sound 
of drums and cymbals struck my ear, no^^ louder, 
now quieter as th^ were carried towards or away 
from me. Then I remembered that it was 
Thursday night, on which the Dervishes assembled 
and prophesied, calling on the name of the one 
God until the Spirit was upon them.^ Abdallah 
had belonged to them for some time past but up 
to then only carried a big rosary about with him — 
to say his " Saba'h." He and his comrades were 
assembled for the Tahleel, which originated when 
the moon was worshipped, and which later was 
observed by the Israelites on the occasion of their 
new moon solemnities. * Those Dervishes in that 
village on the border of the Judxan desert, were 
dancing and singing with the same ardour and 
enthusiasm as their predecessors of olden times, 
th^ were exhorted to sing hallel-u-jah to the 
soimd of the timbrel as in the day of the Psalmist. 
And through the stillness of the night the voices 
came up to me again and again, repeating 
" Hallel-u-jah I — Praise to Jehovah 1 " ' 

> I. Sunnd xix. 20. * Isaiah i. 13. ■ Fsalm cl. 
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THEN AND NOW 
I 

In out peregrinations up and down the countiy 
with our bees, my brother and I had pitched our 
camp to the left of the main road leading from 
Jaffa to Gaza, in the low hilly country between 
two river-beds, which, further up in the mountains 
of Judah, were known as Wad-es-Sarar (the 
Valley of Sorek) and Wad-es-Sumt, but here, 
nearer the sea, had changed their names into 
Nahr Rubtn and Nahr Sukreir, near the mouths 
of which are the shrines of Naby Rubin (the 
Prophet Reuben), and Naby Jihds (the Prophet 
Jonas). Both these sanctuaries are visited once 
a year by flocks of pilgrims from all parts of 
Palestine — pilgrims who indulge in a few wedcs' 
picnicking and spend the money they have 
carefully gathered all the year roimd in view of 
the feasts. When these feasts in the wilderness 
are over the places are deserted for eleven months, 
and only Warrans and serpents leave their immis- 
takable traces in the deep sand which for miles 
covers the coimtry. After the rainy season, the 
rivers become flooded, and the consequent stag- 
nant marshes afiord good shelter for birds of aJl 
kinds — magnificent haunts for the sportsman 
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were it not for Sultan Wakham,* who reigns 
supreme, and innumerable mosquitoes, who help 
to inoculate his dangerous virus into the systems 
of the few daring visitors who, like ourselves, 
ventured there. Jackals, ichneumons, foxes and, 
now and then, a stray hyaena, are the only quad- 
rupeds who live and find plenty of food in those 
inhospitable marshes. Our own special reason for 
going there was the rich flora in August and 
September, when our apiaries could best profit 
by the flowers. We usually avoided all such 
villages as Shuweikeh (Socoh), Tell-es-Safi (the 
Blanchegarde of the Crusaders), or the Jewish 
colonies of Ekron and Katra (Gederoth), and set 
up our hives on the banks of the Wadies, mostly 
lined with melhferous Agnus Casttts. 

Our apiaries were generally guarded by North 
Africans, who were admirably fitted for keeping 
would-be marauders at a distance. As in the days 
of David and Saul, people of all classes, eager to 
escape being called to judgment in the more 
orderly centres, flocked to this land of the Philis- 
tines to be in safety. ■ True, we did not frighten 
anybody by foolish ways, as Nabal did,' nor did 
we ask who they were, nor did we care to know 
the names of " the servants that broke away from 
their masters." By the intervention of our 
Moroccans, we chose Abigail's poUcy, and let these 

* Malaria. ■ I. Sunnel xxvii. 1-2. 
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suspicious characters have honey in retiim for 
" being not hurt by them." 

Late one evening, when the plain was still 
burning with the heat of a torrid August day, and 
we were about to retire to rest, strange sounds as 
of men in peril fell on our ears. Swift as lightning, 
one of our guardians, 'Hadj Imhammad, seized 
his double-barrelled gun and rushed in the direc- 
ti<m of the voices. Though a comparatively 
honest fellow, whenever he could join in a row 
with a chance of obtaining a share of the booty, 
he became as vigorous a ruf6an as any of those 
who waylaid belated wayfarers in the long wind- 
ings of the Wadies. His very rifle he had obtained 
in one of these expeditions, in which he " had not 
hurt the robbers." On 'Hajd Imhammad drawing 
near to the place whence the sounds came, he 
heard the complaints of a man lying wounded, 
perhaps d3dng, on the ground. It was not long 
before he found him and lifted him up. He was 
a stranger, an Arab townsman. On opening his 
eyes, the wounded man put his hand to his girdle, 
where he generally kept his pistol, and cried 
out ; " Kohm wulla sa'heb ?— Friend or foe ? " 
Imhammad quickly quieted him, explaining that 
he was a friend, a true believer, who had come to 
rescue him. llie injury he had received was a 
blow on the forehead from a Naboot, but he could 
stand up fairly well and so, leaning on Imhammad's 
arm, the two men hobbled into our camp. But 
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no sooner did the stranger recognise us to be 
"hated Franjis" than he stood stock still and 
seemed to be making up his mind to retreat. It 
took all lladi Imhammad's eloquence to persuade 
him that we were really good people — " almost as 
good as Moslems " — and that we should look after 
him well until he went on to Jafia or Jerusalem. 
Esdud (Ashdod) was too far south ; Yebna was a 
good way off ; and it was doubtful whether he 
could count on as warm hospitahty in the Jewish 
colonies off the road as with " his masters." The 
man replied that he was now hving in Jerusalem, 
but that he knew the whole country and was a 
native of Hebron, which he had left years ago. 
He always looked for a place where no Christians 
came into contact with him. True to his native 
town, he swore " by the life of the Prophet 
Abraham, the friend of God — Wu'heyat in- 
Na^i Ibrahim Khaleel Allah t " However, on 
hearing that we were the Urtas Franjis, his 
attitude suddenly changed. His face positively 
beamed with joy, and he at once consented to 
tell us who he was. 

His name, he said, was Hassan Yaseen Abu- 
Razek, and he was the nephew of the well-known 
Sheikh Hamzy, the travdlers' guide of Hebron. 
Strange to say, we were not unknown to each 
other. On one occasion, when on a tour to 
Hebron and in the ever-regretted vineyards of 
'Ain Askala, he had found us boys with our 
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mother living in a hut under bis uncle's big jiut 
tree. And he distinctly remembered the good 
woman going round from hut to hut in the vine- 
yards, tending the sick, giving quinine to this and 
that one, but especially dropping Kutra (lapis 
Jw/tffKa/ts) into the eyes of the numerous ophthalmia 
suffering women and children, Including himself. 
Never would he forget Im-Hanary (the mother of 
Henry), the Hakimy. * Henceforth we were almost 
brethren, for had we not lived several weeks under 
the same hut and starlit sky — had we not eaten 
" bread and salt " (" il *esh walmalli ") t(^ether, 
in good old Sheikh Hamzj^s vineyard ? 

II 

When Hassan Yaseen had had a good night's 
rest and had partaken of our frugal breakfast — 
the usual cup of Moka, biscuits and honey — we 
rolled our cigarettes and spoke together about his 
narrow escape on the previous night and our 
wonderful meeting after so many years. He, too, 
had been a citizen of the world, as the story of his 
travels and adventures showed. 

" By Nabi Ibrahim el Khaleel," he began, 
" Naseeb (Fate) has brought us tc^ether again. 
May we often meet thus. Though I thought that 
the perilous days of Fellah Sheikdom had gone for 
ever, and that the Turkish Government had put 
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order into the unsettled days of my youth, travel 
is evidently still Khattar.^ I will retire from 
business after this last adventure. . . . When 
I was a boy my father owned one of the finest 
vine3rards near *Ain Askala,' where the renowned 
Hebron grapes grow. That luscious fruit always 
sold at a superior price, and often we could keep 
it until the Christians' Eed el Milady (Christmas), 
when it fetched as high a figure as tlu^e piastres 
a rottel. ' How I loved the beautiful shade under 
the pomegranate and fig-trees of 'Ain Askala I 
But my star led me elsewhere. As a rule, we 
would not sell the grapes to Jews and Christians, 
as they generally transformed them into wine and 
sphits, and this despite the fact that the Jews 
living in Hebron often offered us high prices. 
Rather than do that we preferred to make Dibs,* 
and boil the fruit into Tabikh 'eneb" for our own 
use in winter and for sale in villages and towns. 
When the grapes had been pressed in the old 
cuttings in the rocks, which, with vineyards, are as 
old as humanity, we boys used to suck the sweet 
juice as it flowed down into the pitchers below.* 
I alwa}^ thought that the rocks and vineyards 
which had belonged to my ancestors and were 
never out of repair could nevtf change hands. 

> Fall of peril. 

* The brtxA ci Eshcol where Joobnft found the fine grapes, 
NnmbefB xiii. 23. 

* Five pMice for six and a half pounds. * Treacle. 

* PresOTed grapes. * Deuteronomy xxxii. 13. 
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But we must bow down and accept what was 
written from Eternity ! Little did I know that 
soon we should have to abandon home and 
heritage and, fleeing from the land of our fath^s, 
never again handle the small Dibs-Kaakeer, * 
never again taste our good fruit and drink our own 
water near the tombs of our Lords and Ladies, 
Abraham, Isaac, Joseph, Sarah and Lea — on 
whom be peace ! 

" Usually we remained two to three months in 
the small house and huts of our vineyard, and 
when the harvest was over and all was ready in 
pots, my father and I would start off and sell our 
produce, either for cash or for wheat, barley, 
butter and the like, which in turn we sold in the 
Hebron market. Thus, when still young, did I 
learn the art of trading. 

" One dark night, when the rainy season was 
almost at our door and much work yet remained 
to be done in the vineyard, where there was a fine 
crop of winter grapes, we were suddenly awakened 
by unaccustomed sounds, as of men stealthily 
coming in our direction. As quick as thought 
we reached for our swords, but no sooner had we 
done so than armed and thickly masked men 
stood above us and with vigorous blows stunned 
us. The fingers on their covered mouths and their 
swords held menacingly above our heads were 
arguments which needed no further explanation. 

* Pots made in Hetoon. 
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Dumb with terror, my father, mother and 
two sisters lay motionless, their eyes half open, 
their &ces as pale as death. The wild eyes of the 
robbers, looking daggers at us, seemed to say : 
' Stir if you dare I ' Of course, it wzs useless to 
think of resisting, or attempting to call for help — 
that would have meant immediate death. So 
we let our assailants have their way. Soon, 
quite distinctly, we could hear the cutting of the 
grapes, the loading of animals, the whispering of 
many men, and, finally, the retreat of the whole 
band. But before they left us we were bound 
hand and foot with our own turbans and girdles. 
Bleeding from our wounds, we had to disentangle 
ourselves as best we could. It was not imtil 
dayhght that we got free of our bonds and began 
to try to find out in which direction the robbers 
had gone. Thai would have been an easy task 
here, on the sandy -plain ; but along the stony 
roads of Djebel el Khaleel it was impossible to find 
a single trace of them. In vain we asked passers- 
by, but nobody had seen any suspicious-looking 
camel-drivers. So my father, though suffering 
from the wound on his head and exhausted through 
the night's adventure, set out with me in the 
direction of Jerusalem, the ordy likely market to 
which thieves would venture to take stolen goods. 
When we had walked for fully two hours, we 
stopped at 'Ain 'Arrub, the great spring intended 
from time immemorial to supply Jerusalem with 
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healthy water. > Sitting down at the small 
Kahwy, * we asked for coffee, and, whilst sippng 
the hot beverage, put questions. The Kah- 
wadjy told us that he had seen many troops 
passii^, bands of camels loaded with wood, 
Karami,' charcoal, vegetables and grapes — ^an 
endless procession of people and things on their 
way to the Jerusalem market. He had noticed 
five men with four camels and a donkey ; they 
were armed and carried grapes in Shakadeef • — 
a curious way of transporting fruit — and, unlike 
the other passers-by, they were in a hurry. By 
the light of his dim lantern, he noticed that one 
of the men had a very dark and unkempt beard, 
and he thought that he recognised him to be 
from Dura, south of Hebron, where no grapes 
are grown. 'Allah yen 'al Abu-I-Khayen— God 
curse the father of the thief I ' he added to him- 
self, and then, in a louder tone : ' But I am no 
detective. You know the proverb : " Kuthur il 
*haki Khibi-wa-giletahu hiby,— Much talk is a 
nuisance ; little is respectful." ' 

" We had learnt enough. My father decided 
that it was best not to follow ; to have done so 
would probably have led to a fight, in which we 
should surely have been killed. So we returned 
home. . . . Two days later, some people of 

' A work which Herod the Great partly carried out and which 
has been awaiting completion by a modem engineering genius 
f(»' twenty centuries. 

' RoacUide inn. * Stomps. * Wooden cages. 
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Dura, with camels and Shakadeef, passed Hebron. 
We exchanged looks and both parties understood. 
But what redress had we ? To have taken the 
matter to the courts would have been mere waste 
of time and money. Where is the proof without 
Majidis ? No ; we knew of a better way than 
that of settling accounts. 

" On a market day, about a fortnight later, some 
of our Ghareem,* as we now called the thieves, 
came to Hebron to sell he-goats and Samn. My 
father went to ask them their prices, fully deter- 
mined to kick up a row. Butchers, tanners, 
grocers, FellaMn and Fellahat, and a few soldiers 
composed the dense crowd about the pool of 
Hebron, where all public transactions take place. 
The skins of the he-goats killed there ■ were sold 
to the tanners, who have a reputation for making 
the best Throuf,* as well as the smaller Kirbies, 
in the whole country. Walking up to one of the 
Dura men whom he suspected of having been the 
leader of those who had deprived us of the pleasure 
of making Dibs that year, my father said he 
wanted a good big Tharf , ' made of the skin of one 
of the he-goats of Dura, to put his Dibs in. And 
as he stated his requirements he looked wildly 
into our enemy's eyes. 

" ' In-sha-Allah,' replied the man ironically, 

I Antagooists. ■ C/. II. Samu«l iv. 12. 

* Large sldn oil or water bottles. 

* Siiignlar of Thronf. 
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* I'll provide for your Dibs next year. I have 
good camels and . . . ' But before he had time 
to utter another word my father's Shibriy^ 
flashed from Its scabbard. ' It is this Tharf 
I want — Ya tais— Oh 1 he-goat t ' exclaimed my 
feither, as the long blade entered the rogue's body 
up to the very hUt. 

" In the confusion which followed, we escaped 
and at once left the town, taking with us a few 
of the most necessary articles of clothing. That 
evening we reached Beth-Jibrin, where my mother 
and sisters soon joined us with every portable 
household implement. But the people of Dura 
soon found out our retreat and we again moved to 
Gaza, where we had relatives. In our movements 
from place to place, we quickly came to know the 
country and people, and had no difficulty in finding 
opportunities for trade. After a time, however, 
we found that Gaza — a town we very much liked 
on account of its austere Moslem population, as 
yet free from foreigners — was not far enough away 
from our persecutors. So we set off once more, 
this time to Lydda, for we townsmen cannot easily 
Hve among the FellaMn. It is all right to be 
with them for a night or two, but we do not care 
to keep company with them longer. They have 
none of our habits. They live mostly on v^e- 
tables and oil and dried fruit, whilst we townsmen 
like a good plate of Malishy, ' with now and then 

1 Rice and hashed meat, rolled in vine leaves. 
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yakhny^ and even bread. Besides, we are bom 
traders, and it is only in towns that we can do 
good business by buying and selling goods. 

" When we were found out by the officials, 
continual bribery was the only way to get rid of 
them. By means of our Hebron rdatives we sold 
our vineyard and our home, in order to pay, pay, 
pay — ^until we had nothing left. Then we were 
abandoned. But our Ghareem never detected us. 
In Lydda it was easier to pass xmnoticed than in 
Gaza, where the darker Philisto-Egyptian popxila- 
tion formed a striking contrast to people of our 
fair complexion. But Lydda contained too many 
Christians for our liking. Established long ago 
in the country, they were keen competitors in our 
trade. They not only carried shirting and silk, 
Abbas and shoes to the villagers on their donkeys, 
they even carried prickly pears and melons in 
the mountain villages roimd about. And so we 
again set off on our travels. Our next place of 
residence vras the more Moslem town of N^blus. 
There the population more resembled the Hebron- 
ites ; they were stem believers, disdaining inter- 
course with the viler and poorer class of Christians ; 
and, besides, the town was an industrial one. If 
Hebron could boast of its glass bracelets, its big 
he^oat skins, and its fine grapes ; if Gaza was still 
the grainery of Palestine ; if Lydda was reputed 
for its oil markets and mat industry, N&blus could 

' Meat and vegetables. 
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point with pride to its soap manufactories, one of 
the most important factors of the wealth of that 
prosperous inland town. Then we must not 
forget that the Zheeb* and Samn of Es-Salt, 
beyond Jordan, in addition to the Hauran wheat, 
stored there for further importation, have enriched 
many a N4blusite. 

" But the unsettled state of Palestine, due to 
strife among the Fellahin, hindered the country's 
free development and was the reason for our 
business being stopped for years. Once, when on 
a commercial journey to Jerusalem, we were 
robbed at 'Ain el llaramiyeh, haU-way to that 
town, of all our goods. We appealed to a few 
powerful Shiukh of Selun (Shiloh), Sinjil ■ and Jibia 
(Gibeah), but found that it was better poUcy to 
' grin and bear it/ since the baksheesh was equiva- 
lent to a second robbery. Consequently we took 
other measures in future, and never went on 
journeys except in iairly large companies. 

" Now, the continual moving about and exile 
from our dear home had an ill-effect on my father's 
health, and thus, instead of being laid to rest in 
the Turby* near our Haram, he had to be biuied 
far from his native coimtiy. How we longed to 
return there ! The fertile valley of N^blus with 
its enormous nut-trees, the fruit of all kinds, 
the oHve-groves out in the plain, the droves of 
cattle and sheep, roaming over the stubble, 

* Raisins. * F^om the Ciusoder St. Gillu. * Cemetery. 
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continually reminded us of the neighbourhood of 
Hebron. A beautiful country indeed, but despite 
its beauty and the twelve springs which supply 
the town with an abundance of water, we could 
not foiget our own town and district. Instead of 
the Siloia}^ of Hebron, who form a lively part 
of the population of that town, we had the quiet 
and exclusive sect of Samaritans, the smallest 
religious community in the world, who go mys- 
teriously to their holy mountain on Gerizim and 
perform mysterious rites. In Hebron we possessed, 
besides the tombs of Abraham and Sarah (on 
whom be peace I), Abraham's oak, visited by 
thousands of Christians ; but in N4blus there is 
only Jacob's Well, a much less frequented shrine. 
" In course of time a Jerusalem family came to 
pass a few summer months in the cool valley and 
lived next door to us. The womenfolk became 
friends and we were invited to visit them when in 
Jerusalem. Om- friendship ended in marriage. 
A young man of the femily and m3rself exchanged 
sisters. Thus we all went to live in Jerusalem, 
of whicli town I am now a citizen. And I trust, 
since it was not my Other's privilege to lie near 
Sidna Ibrahim el Khaleel, it will be my lot to live 
and die near the Beit-el-Makdas, the second 
'Harara which he built after the Kaaba at Mecca, 
and before he constructed the third one at Hebron, 
and be buried away from home. I came near, 

* Polish Jews. 
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last night, to finding a grave in the sands of this 
district, but 'Ozndn* spared me. II "hamdu 
1-illah I — Thanks be to God I I have attended 
regular Friday services whenever I was in town. 
I have fasted the thirty dajrs of every Ramadan 
since a boy of twelve. I have never omitted 
my regular five prayers a day. And when down 
with the fever or with ophthalmia, years ago 
in Hebron, or when half stunned by robbers, 
I never missed on the very next occasion recalling 
the omitted prayer. I have always tried to live 
in unpolluted quarters, away from Nasara' and 
Franjis. I have never bought in their shops, 
though it is true they are very clean and neat, 
and contain better wares than those of my owm 
people. But I believe in good old Islamitic ways ; 
and though you have now ofiered hospitality in 
such a kind way, this was written in the book from 
Eternity. It had to come to pass ; neither you 
nor I could help it. 

" Many are the transformations that have taken 
place in Palestine since the wild days of my youth, 
when traveUers could hardly venture to the next 
village for fear of robbers who infested the country. 
The days of FeUah Sheikhdom are over. The 
Turkish authorities first set up order in the 
towns ; then in the provinces. Conscription has 
produced a great change. The Crimean War 

> Or 'OzraD. The Aiaba change the final m into /, or 
vice-veis&, indifferently. 
■ Native Christians. 
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gave rights to the Allies, the French and the 
Er^lish, and Christians poured in. Hebron, which 
until lately had never seen a Christian living in its 
precincts, has been lost to Islam. The fearful 
Jews have set up colonies here on this very plain, 
colonies such as Richon le Zion, Ekron and Katra, 
and so forth. The Prussians have splendid settle- 
ments about Jaffa, Jerusalem, Carmel, the Plains 
of Sharcm and Esdraelon. Allah best knows why 
he allows foreign religions to come into this Holy 
Land, the land of Prophets and Welies." 

And lifting up his turban towards the skies, 
Hassan Yaseen cried to his God; — 

" Why have you rescued me from so many 
perils ; from the vineyard attack in Hebron, from 
battles between Kase and Yaman factions, from 
the dangers and accidents of the road — why have 
you let me live to see Islam, at least in the towns, 
almost giving way before the Franjis and their 
ideas ? " 

At this point of Hassan's story, *Hadj Imham- 
mad came forward with a donkey which he had 
found feeding on the scanty Haifa leaves which 
grow in the sand. Our friend at once recognised 
the animal as the one he had been riding when 
the attack took place. His Bedawln assailants, 
after having robbed him of a few golden liras and 
his Abba, had taken the donkey away, but, 
probably finding the beast rather cumbersome for 
horsemen to steal, had abandoned it. Hassan was 
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glad to recover his steed, which, since it belonged 
to a Mukari of Lydda, he would undoubtedly have 
had to pay for had it been lost. Now, he said, he 
would be able to return the animal to its owner, 
after he had reached Jerusalem. His future plans, 
he went on to say, were already made. Passing 
by Kariet-el-Eneb, he would visit the Sheikh el 
Enbowy, the representative Khalify of the Dsuki 
order, to whose Dervishes he had secretly belonged 
for many years, and would become a real Dervish 
with the outward and visible signs : the pointed 
woollen cap, the short spear, and the diplomas 
well in evidence. He would pass the remainder of 
his life in or about Beit el Makdas, serving Allah ; 
and whenever the Muazzin called to prayers he 
would then and there pray. In short, he would 
lead a holy life, and read the Koran as much as he 
could, for, though he had read parts of the Book 
at the Kuttab at Hebron, he was not entitled to 
be called a full-fledged reader or Kaii, a title which 
was only given to students who could read the 
U4 Suras. 

Ill 
On the following day we set out with the embryo 
Dervish to take him at least as far as Ramleh, 
where he could find friends of his own rehgion. 
So intent was he on getting to the end of his 
joiuney that he remained silent and thoughtful 
almost the whole of the way. The villages of 
Zemuga, El-Kabu and others inhabited by 
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Egyptian colonists of Ibrahim Pasha's days held 
forth no attractions for him. Nor did he evince 
much interest when, riding through the fertile 
oases of Wad-Ihnain, where orange-gardens and 
sugar-canes grow, old ruined buildings showed that 
an older civilisation bad passed that way before 
the town of Ramleh was built. Round every 
winding in the long sandy way leading to the fine 
olive-groves of Ramleh remains of the town were 
visible. There the Cnisaders had fought hard to 
conquer the Holy Land ; there Saladin had again 
reconquered the plains. Then the stately tower 
of Ramleh, a last rdic of its greatness under the 
Moslem, appeared in the distance. 

As we rode side by side through the prickly-pear 
hedged gardens — Moslem and Frank for once at 
peace — we reflected on the ups and downs in the 
history of this part of the country. Hassan, 
probably, dreamed of the restoration in Islam's 
name of all these decaying towns. We saw naught 
save decadence — the passing glory of the great 
Khahfs and Sultans, who won empires for Islam, 
and whose power was now to be renewed in the 
name of prc^ess. But ultimately in whose 
favour ? Engineers passed us, measuring and 
making plans for a future railway from Jafia to 
Jerusalem. Hassan Yaseen was sick of all these 
renewals. When the carriage way to Jerusalem 
was built in 1868 and carriages rolled into Jerusa- 
lem, he thought that with them Christianity and 



lyGoogIc 



296 THE IMMOVABLE EAST 

Occidental progress had made its real entrance to 
the Beit el MaJcdas. But, lo and behold, a new 
invention replaced the old. What had this iron road 
and its noisy locomotives in store for the holy 
soil ? Oh I that Allah would never allow him to 
live to see all these transformations. The future, 
judging by the past, looked very black to Hassan 
Yaseen. Where, he asked himself, were the 
'Abd-en-Nabis of the north, the Mustapha Abu- 
Ghoshes of the west, Mesleh el 'Azzy, Mohammed 
Dervish, the Salem Shakhturs, and the many 
mighty men of forty years ago who ruled the 
country and never submitted to the governors of 
Jerusalem ? "Alas ! the old times are going and 
the new ones in no way embellish Islam," he said, 
ere he disappeared in the narrow, paved streets 
of Ramleh, which he preferred to the carriage road 
where hotels and modem coffee-houses abounded, 
with Franks, Jews and native travellers awaiting 
the departure of one of the Palestine coaches, 
driven by Jewish drivers. 
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Fleaa, 186 
Fliea, 186 

FUhBi IB August. 279 
Fortnna, 74 



Fox (Abn SUman). 176 

Fox, 186 

FB>ncolin«, 40 

Pranji. 74 

Ftanjia, 281, 292, 283 

Fnnlc, 37. 91 

Prank mountain, otMr UrtM, 

105, 112 
Freer. A. Goodrich. Author of 

Imur Jtnualtm, Intro. xiU 
French, 299 

Friday Fair. Jenuatom. 2S7, 238 
Fiogi, 40 
Ftogi of J«richo. 139 

GAnuBL, Angel, 19. 9S. 192 
Galilee, 149 

Garden! of Solomon, 98-114 
Gaxa. Intio. x, xvii, 52, 56, 88, 

153. 278. 288, 289 
GattUea, ISO, 186 



9-i^/ -. - 
Gederotfa (Katra). 279 
Cehaxi, Intro, xvii 
Genii (Jan), Intro, xiv, 75 



Geridm. Mt.. 291 

Gethaemane, 241 

GewT, 104 

Ghalie, 3S, 38 

Ghaliun <pipe), 38 

GhasQ (maimndiu: esminioni), 

23, 152, 191. 210 
Owraon. lis. 287. 289 
Ghawameh Bedawtn, 179. 243 
Ctiai, 86, 92 
Gibeah, Intro, xviii 
GUxm. Pool of, 95 m* 
GUboa, 275 
GiFMW,a6l 
GMis, history of the, in the 

East. 12 and 13 m> 
Giris. dancing, 262 
Glaae biacrteto, 289 
G<«ts, 23 

Gobat, Bishop, Intro, ix 
Gods, 81 
Goliath. 53 272 
Golden Gate, Jerasalem. 64, 

67 
Golden Calf. 271 
Gomorrah. 17, 41 
Gomel (Ingile). 82 
Graineries, 23 
Grainery of FBleetbM, 288 
Grapes of Eahcol. 282 
GrapM (Hamdany), 60 
Greece, Intro, xvii 
Greek oonvent, 237, 241 
Gre^s, Intro, xv, 91 
Greek osnary, 94 
Greedgrootr, 131 
Goudian ntbtts, 86 
GvbUm SheOdi, 213 



Hagar, % 

Hftleen, 180 

Haktany (doctoroM), 282 

Halawy, Haiat el. 213 

HaUme, 52 

Hamdany (PalsstiiM ■«»•■), 60 

Hamdlyah, 34 
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HunnllM (BTOQpB of fanriltot), 

Huncy Shsikli 2S1 
Hanuh, 35, 145, 199 
Hanm, }srtmlem, 68, 230, 2M, 



I uidN', 2. 18-22. J 
Huoot. the Aagel, 71, 7« 
HaMubftki (totMcco). 38 
Hmmo, Ehmad, 117 
Hattin, lOS «'. 108 
Hanraa, 290 

Hawl (Mtwot-cbaniien), 4 
HuuMt-Tuut, 17 
HMd vail. 34 
Hobnw Bible, 72 
Hebrews, 4, S. 91. 95 
Hebron bntceMs, 233 
Hebron, Intro, x, xvii, SB, 109, 

110, 281, 284 
HedMhoK. 180 
H<«;ir«. IB, 19. 87 
He-goftt Bkiiu, 287 



Helw7, 119. 234 
Hemnrite dynaity, 259 
Hennod, Ht, 25, 99, 140, 196, 

286.291 
Hnod the Great. 104. 108. 106, 



107,5 
HJcbp 



103 m 



Valley of. 67, 94. 05, 



Htttltea, 3, 5 

Hivitee, 3, 4 

Holy rock. 26S 

Honey, thyme, 100 n ' 

Horm, 180, 185, 192 

Honemen, Bedavln, 208 

Hortiu CMtclniiu, 107 

HOQili, 80 

Hy»rnu, 144, 151, 160, 164, 

179, 182, 185, 279 
Hymettue, Ut.. 100 ■>> 

Ibkx. 180, 185, 190 
Iblis {see Satan), 78, 79. 91 
Ibiahlm-et-Talesh. 116, 128 
Ibrahim Paaha. III. 200. 206, 
Ichneumon, 180, 279, 295 
Imhammad-et-Talak, 29, 39 



Im-Irohanunad, 42, 43, 47 



IngDo (the goapol), 82 
In-aha-Allah. 97 
Isaac. 24, 284 
Isaiah. Intro, ziv 
Ishmael. 32, 86, 93 
lahmaelitea. 213 
Ishun. 5, 8. 80. 293 
Islam, holy colonn <^, 80 
teul. children of, 66, 213 
lataeUtes. 3. 5. 86. 105. 130, 

136, 252, 277 
laraeUtlc tamba, 206 



251 

Jacob's Well, 291 
Jaffa, Intro, x, xvii. 56, 60. 96. 

20t. 281. 293 
Jaffa Gate, Jemsalem, 16 n*. 

61, 67, 131 
Jahaline AraU. 153 
J4n, 37, 41, 75, 79. 81, 83. 84, 

85. 87. 88, 90. 93 
Jaiiab, 191 
Jackal, 34. 57, 139, 144, 151, 

170. 180, 276. 279. 
Jamel ed Din ebn Nahar, 26 



jernsalem laUway, 60 

Jews. 81. 82. 84, 86. 109. 296, 

257. 283, 291 
Jebel 'Aiafat, 19 
tebniltes, 3. 4. 5. 91 
Jdiovab. Intro, xiv. 17, 85, 103. 

250, 273 
Tephthah's daa^fater, 252. 262 
Jeremiah, Intro, xviii, 3, 31 
Jericho, 17. 48. 139, 141, 143, 

144,243 
Jerusalem, Intro, x, zv. xvu, 

15. 49, 50, 67, 58, 60, 61, 62. 

70, 76, 87, 95. 99ii', 103 «**, 

104, 106, 108. 109. IIO. 113. 

115. 220, 229, 230, 235, 239. 

250. 256, 269. 281, 286, 293 
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Hiif, las 

, 87. 107 
ewish coloniM, 279 
«wish fortnas, 17 
evMl. 23 
IbU (Gibefth). 2M) 
Ob's Wdl, 126 

Ub, 8 

1. 10«>. 86 

. I, Pro^et, 278 

' onatluui, 275 
nes, D. A., U.S. boa-keeper, 

Jonbui,' Intro, x. 23, 25-91, 88, 
41.44.45,46,48,49,99, 128, 
140, 147. 208. 243. 280 
loaepl), Intro, xviii. 284 
[oaeph ftnd bia Bnthrtai, 262 
oaephu, 40, 103 and »*, 104 
oshna, Intro. »v, 3, 16 
ivb (loather t»^, 06 
nbal. 248 
ndxa, 24. 48 
ndxan village, 233 
ad«h, moontain of, 278 
udah. 4. 91, 96, 103 »*. 108, 

' 109 

Tadah. deMrt of. 91. 105, 277 

JadgM. tomb* of, 94 

Jadiment D»y, 72, 80, S3, 88, 



TnUa. 192 

Jnmad the Flnt, 28 
Jnnla. Nabr, 278 
Jnm el Wawy, 186 

Kaaba. B3, 176. 263. 291 
Kadi), EI (holy ordn of). 79 
Kftdrtyi, 218 
Eaier (Infidel), 132 
Kafir (antenltnil ' 

of the K«dr). 9 
KafiyA (Bedawi head-dnM),S7. 

210 
KaBialn. 81. 88, 35, 86, 39, 44 
Kitftan, 119 
KahmMlil (coffee-hoiiae keeperi, 

62, 131. 28S 
KUat el-BQrak, 101 
Kamaniy (fiddle). 2S8 
Kaoovt (bup), 251, 256 
lU, 191 



Kariny (evil epliH), 89 and <■* , 

90 
Kari (icholai). 294 



ats of, 151 
180, 101 
Kedron. 46. 91, 93. 237 
Kentk, 272 
Kettannt, 191 
Keai (tribe), 110 
Kbadr, £1 (St. Geoige), 87. 124, 

192 
Klulawy. 192 
Khaleef. 146 
Khaleel. 39 

Kbaleel Abn-l-Gfirelr, 116 
Kbaled Ibnblm, 51. 92, 58, 

55, 96. 99, 120 
Khatet eth Theeb, 186 
Khanuy, 192 
Khan, 132, 238, 249 
Khanafer, 42 
Khateeb (village pdeat), 11, 

120,124 
Khatlfv, 243 
K-hailaoe, 217 
K'bailet (pure-bred). 212 
Kltarlet et-'Ajonsa. 217 
Khlrbet el Asad, 186 
Khiibet el Wabar, 186 
Khlrbet; Nalileh 189 
Khlrbet al-Khokh. 100, con- 

thinatiaa »■, 103 
Khlrby (rufai). 1 ■•> 
Khirkali (bead-dre«), 18 
Khnrshnd Paaha, 208 
Khig of Bearts. 177, 178 
King of Biida, 177, 178 
King of treee, 178 
Kirby {leather wmter-bottle), 

1 »>. 9, 10, 28 and m>, 28. 

30. 44. 267 
Kohl, 225 

Konn, 71, 80, 06. 115 
Kowthai (river In Eden), 79 
KriUl (spirits), 92 
Kuds esh'-Shaieef (Jenualem), 

78 

Labah, 16 m> 

L«Mwa,235 

Lud of Cnvhets, 293 
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Lapit im/mt*tu (Kntn), 283 
Lm, 284 

Lebuoa, 25, 140, 178 
Leoixud*, 60, 179. ISB, 190 

Lepcocy, IS 

' 'o de St. Luan, 126 



Lot, 87 

Lot, Sm of, 91 

Lnbbud (uiklo of dioM), 52 

Itlriffn.n Gay of, 106 

Lyd^ 73, ISS, 197, 206. 207, 



UACAUsnK, R. A. Stewart, 
AnthOT of Tk* ExcaMtian of 
Gasar, Intro, xiii 



Hkcpekb. 1 



mood 11, Sultan, 111 
UalwliT, 288 

Uakam (Higli-place), 5. 6, 87 
Ualaria. 40. 49. 279 



HarEliai. 127 

Handed (lundkMclilef), 233 

Haraoden, 279 

Bfarltinw Alpa, 98 

Haroot, the JUuel, 71, 76 

Uaiy. son of. S 

Uarr Hagdalona. 83 

UBrgbiib. 192 

HairiagM. 272 

ICanhsa. 279 

HarlMt at Habron. 287 

Haaada, 17 

Hashanl. US 

Haatlgnw. 17. 40 

Hat industry. 289 

Haondrell, writer on lUwtine. 



Hecca. G. 63. 83. 87, 95, 19% 

263. 291 
Uedlna. S 

HaditatTanean. 98. 140. 204 
Uehianii (booked almond atlcfc^ 

Uii>. 73 
Uehemet All. 199. 200 
Me-hla (dance), 282 
He'Uoot.272 
Hohnb (piBTeMiidM). 77 
Uddiixedek, Intro, xvi. 214 
Hcnun. 177 
HedmUam, Hr., 106. 111. 113. 

114 
HedinlluD. Hi. EWv. 112 and 

Heniah. 257 

HeiUi el'AxiT. 286 

Micalt,3. 21.^«< 

Hlchal. 278 

Middle AgM, 100 

Millet, Syrian. 304 

BUrlam. 248, 252 

Moab. Intro, s, 23. 25. S3. 99, 

128. 144. 147. 24S 
Uoabite piincMa. 103 
Mo'abLkat, 263 
Mohammed, Intro, xv, 5, 18, 54, 

S7, 89. 94, 192 
Bloloch, 98, 95 
Moon wonhlp, 264 
Moo«>, 123 

Horiah, Intro, xvii, 48. 88 
Ibxoccana, 279 
Hoaca, 73, 81, 85, 86, 218, 219. 

273 
Hoaqne of Omar, 88 
Uoaqne of Urtaa, 100 
Hoaqve of Jenualem. 109 
Hoaqne of the Hotr Rock. 236 
Uoelama. 82, 88. 91 
Uoaqnhoea, 39. 139. 176. 279 
Motawakkil, CaUch, 12 »> 
Mon^ arid-Khafid. 106 
Uouninc nan, 263, 274 
Muhammad Moon, 60. 51, 52, 

55. 57. 58. 66 
Mnbammet-el Ulsldi, 200 
Ma'hrab. 150 
Mnkarl, 294 
Mnira (wanior), 250 
Uoaical Inatmments, 259 
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Naaman, Intro. : 



Naboot. 39. S3, 102, I2S, 280 
Naboth, 138 w* 
N&U-Ibnhim. 281. 282 
Nkb}> Daood (tomb of David), 

Naby-Hoou, 316. 265 

Nabv-RaUn. 72 

Nabol, 379 

NftlUHh, U5. 195 

Nahr Barghnt, 186 

Nahr el-Kalb, 186 

Nohr et-Tunn-h, 186 

Nahr RnUn, 278 

Nahr Sokreir. 278 

Naker (tatamintng angel), 124 

N'amr, 34 

Napdeon I, 199 

Narghile, 62 



Naamee, 257 
NeapoUs (N&Uus), 208 
Necromancer. 260 
Nehemiah, 103 m*. 27S. 275 
Nelyi, 32, 58, 102. 117. 194, 249, 

Hi, 2S». 262, 875 
Neid. 192. 249 
Nd:b el-Khale, ISS 
New moon solanolties. 277 
Nimiin. 144. 1S5. 308 
Nineveh, 89 

Nk6r (exajnininf anxel). 124 
Noah, 176, 348 
No-h (aong). 263. 274 
Nowairi (Arab histMten). 26 m> 
Nuna' Convent (Urtaa). 107 

Oak b«e. 181 

Oak, Abtaluffl'a. 291 

Obeidiyi (nomadic tribe). 17 m* 

Ocddentat — 



foUnt). 42 
Olives. Hoont of, 15, 89, 91, 
95. 104, 140, 236, 240 



OUvet, Ht., 48 

Olive graves, 295 

Omar. Moaqae of, 68 

Omar Ibn Khattab, Khalif, 109, 

265 
Omar, Hoaqae of, 68, 230 
Omniad dynaaty, 252 
OphBl.e7 

Ophidiana, family of, 145 
C^hthalmia, 282 
Oiwoge gardens, 295 
Oriental sagacity, 252 
'Oshalr (see Aseitpiu gittmUa), 

41 
Ostrich feathers, 141 
Othman, Abu, 7 
Otbunan pound, 130 n* 
Owb, 181 
'Osrael (Angelol Death). 82. 63, 

94, 292 

Palsstimb coaches, 290 
Palestine Gn>loration Fnnd, 

Intro, xiii. 26, 99 
Paradise, 78. 83, 173. 175 
Pen ta tench (Torah), 71 
Pent (village), 4 
Pemiitea, 3, 4, S, 6, 9 
Phantoms, 91 
Phaiaoh, Intro, xvii 
Philip's WeU (near Webieb), 61 
Philistia, Intro, x, 52, 153. 187 
Philistines, 56, 57. 73 
Pipes, 39 

Plain of EadraekHi, 293 
Plain of Salem, 214 
Plain of Sharon, 72, 140, 293 ■ 
Plain of Stttim. 144 
Plam of Bephaim. 57, 66 
naton, Hngnes, qnotad, 108 
Pomegranates. 101, 283 
Praybr-nlche, ISO 
PiicUy pears, 289 
Ptoverbs, 24. 44. 153, 155, 157, 

158, lei, 164. 168, 170, 171 

172, 178 
Psammo$4t¥rvt icmeut, 17 
Ptyodaelylus MMStlguuU, 18 

QtiAKTmRLT Statement, Faleetlne 
Exploration Fund, Intro, xii, 
xiii. 26 )>i, 272 
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Qneea Victoiia, 113 

RabIbv mddle). 223. 250. 258. 

250, 263 
RAbbina. 99 
Babee, 98. 99, 121. 191 
Rwdusl. Intro, xiv. 15. 119 
RAchel'a tomb, 123, 136, 273 
RkawolSiiB, Dr. L«cniaidns, 

botanist, quoted, 109 
RjLWU, 276 
Rasek. Abu. father of town and 

city traders. 7 
Railway to Jenualem, 60 
Ralaton, Philip. 139 
Ramadan. SO. 173. 292 
Ramleh, 73, 88. 294, 295 
Ranu, flock of, 169 
Raaads (gnardian spirits), 86, 

90,92 
Rebocca, 15 

Redoemer. Convaat ot the, 133 
R«l Sea, 81. 248 
Rephalms, 3, 4 
Repbaim, Plain of. Intro, xv, 

57, 66. 127 
Roboboam, 99 m*, 105 
ipbet, 278 



Pi<»)bet, 



Rib'i, 115 

Richon-le-Zion, 293 

Robinson, Edward, BibUcat Rt- 

tMrctai in PaUsHnt. quoted. 

99 M>, HI 
Rock, Holy, 265 
Rodof Mows, 73 
Romans, Intro, xv. 91, 106 
RcMne, bitro. xvii 
Roses, Valley of the, 61 
Rubta, Naby. 72 
Rnbtn (river), 72. 278 
Rnlna, 16andN>, 17,276 
Rnth, 25 



Sa'a 



., 120 



Sa'ad-d-Kanaaa. 39, 41 

Sabi (the Lion). 164 

Sabeel. 128 

Safed. Intro, xv, 88 

Sahak <dance). 271 

Sa'hjy (dance). 121, 270, 271 

SaiaiB fr '"" ' ""' 



Sidd el-Ma-ati, 221, 246 

Sald-«a-Saleh. 130 

Sakhia (Holy Rock), 94, 265 

SaUawy. 192 

Saladin. 108, 295 

Saleh-el-Kaak. 25. 26, 34. 30 



r Ra'h 



118 



Salem, Plain of, Intro, xvi, xvii. 

214 
Salem Sbakhtnr. 296 
Samson. 57 
Samn, 165. 287, 290 
Samaritan Jews. Intra, xv, 208 
Samuel, Intro, xiv, xviii 
Sand-partridges. 40 
Saiaceok castle (Urtas), 101 
Saracens. 108 
Sarah. Intro, xviii, 121, 197 m*. 

284. 291 
Sar'ah. 204 
Sarrar, Wad-es, 57 
Satan (Esh-ShitAo er-Rajeem), 

16 «'. 75. 76 
Sanl, Intro, xiv, 120. 272. 273. 

275 
Sawahry {nomadic tribe), 17 

««, 245 
Say« ^art of Bedawi clothing), 

Schmaar, 14 and )• <, 52, 54 
Sealed fountain (Urtas), 103 
Sea of Lot, 91 
Se'ln (smalt Kbrby or watec- 

bottle), 44. 47 
Seir, 1 10 

Sellm (Shiloh). 290 
Senegal dovea, 34 
Sentinels, Turkish, 07 
Seraiya, 118. 132 
Serpent, Brasen, 145 
Serpents, 176, 185 
Seville, 192 
Shaale (doak), 54, 210 
Shabbaby (wind instnuuent), 

Sbahini, 115. 120 

Shairim (satyrs), 81, 82, 92 

Sharkiy« (East wind), 36 

Sharon, 23, 24, 72 

Shaiateen, 91 

Shechem. 208 

Sheep, fat-tailed, 23 
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Sie'er (poetry), 264. 272, 273 

Sheikh 'Amd. 122 

9wikh Hamsy, 282 

Sheikh Sftlem, 119 

Shdkb Sidna 'AU, 72 

9ieikh, 11 

Sherif Hoo«a. 50, 54, 57 

Shibciyeh (doiibl«-«dgod dagger), 

S3, 241. 28S 
ShlttfaD. 2S 
S'bomi (cymbAls), 259 
Shnahey nudr-tntt). S4 
Shuweikdt (Shochdi), 58. 54. 

279 
Siddini. Plain of, Intro, xvi 
Sldr (Dam-apples). 144 
Slkaaj (Poli& lews), 291 
Siloam. IS, 26. 27, 95. 126, 237. 

240 
Sfaiaj,249 
Sfaial, Ht., 85 
Shijll (St. GlUea). 290 
Sistera, Catholic, 126 
Sisters. Protestant, 126 
Sittl Hariam, 241 
Slttfan. Plain of, 144 
Sit-Ikhwithali, 197 



Sliman. 120 

Small-pox, 2»1 

Smngpeis, 64 

Snoonoo, 178 

Sodom, 17, 41 

Sotonon, 71. 82. 86. 87: 90. 99 

H*. lOS. 104. 186 
Sohnnaa, Gardena of, 98-114 
Solomon's Pooh, Intro, x, 21. 

100, continnation «*, 101, 

106, 109, 110. 114, 115. 118 
Solomon, Song of, 60, 100 •■>. 

101 
Sdomon. throne <d, 71 
Songs and dvicee, 247 
Song at Joaeph. 275 
Soo&ra (wind lnBtnunents),2S9 
Sank, vale of (Wad-ea-Sairai), 

57 
Sonfaan, 61 
Sour milk, 240 
SpanowB. 185 
Squills, 277 
Steeds. Arab 217 



St. George, 73, 87, 262 

St. Jean d'Acre. 108 

St. Mary's Gate, 237 

St Stephen's Gate, Jerusalem. 

65. 67, 69, 237 
Stones, witness, 16 n> 
Stradivarlus, 250 
Sugar-cane. 295 
Snk el 'Attarln. 254. 238 
Snk el-Khawaiat. 240 
Snk Bl-LalumUn. 234, 238 
Sultan Wakham (malaria), 279 
Suns (the 114),^ 
Snrma (sheep-leather shoes), 

Smtkm, 176 
Swelem, Abu, 7 
Syrian millet, 204 



273 

TabOn (oven), 22 
TaGitiiB.40 
Tahleel (prayers), 277 
Taktyeh 7wfaite cap). 51 
TakruT, 61 
Tancred. 107 
Tanib, 116 
Tanonr, lOB 
Tarbflsh, 13, 52. 55 
Taraha, 146. 147 
Tekoa, 17.99 m*, 105, 112 
Tell-el Ehsetaiy. 186 
Tell-el-Kadi, 177 
Tell-es-Safi (Kanchegaide), 279 
Templars, 108 
Tem[de. 67, 70, 236 
Thab or Mastlguec {Urommitix 

tpimpt). 17 and IS 
Thar, 116, 118 



ThAb (shirt). I m>, U, 17, 51. 

55,69. 119 
Tliroui (skin botttes), 287 
'Hberias, 85, 107 
Tlmbiel (duff), 249. 251, 277 
Tobacco, 35, 37, 57. 58, 144 
Tobba HaMan, 259 
Tochen, 103 ••■ 
Tombak (IVrslan tobacco], 62 
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Toww of Ranleh, 305 
Trading In vUUgea, 280 
Traiuiorduiic regkMi, 141-147 



Trauiord 
TtmcIb. : 



TribM of brad. 348 
Tribunal &t Jenmlem, 134 
TrtMram, Cuon, Ftutnm and 

Flora at PaUiUnt, 17 m* 
Tubbar (irun-headad dub). 55 
Tnoto. 246 
Ttufaan, brown, 54 
Tnitan, gM«n, 52 
Turtledoves, 34. 144 
Tttfkirii Miny, IS9 
TiiAiah Govemnent. 57, 282, 

2»2 
Tuita. 57, 270 
Trpmrrittt (ungodly), 247 
Titian purine, 104 

Uluuticoi. 121 Hi, 231, 272 
Univerae, Creator o(, 78 
UmmuHn tpimipt*, 18 
Urtas, Intro, viii. x. M and r*. 
rOOand «>. 101, 103-126 

Vau of Sor«k, 57, 278 

Valley of the Rows. «I, 128 

Valley of Hinnom, 67 

of the Hills, 106 

of Urtas, 106 

ol the Wells, 106 

Van der Velde, NarratiM of a 
Jtntnuy Ihrotigh Syria and 
PaUsHnt in 1851 and 1852, 
1I2«- 



VccetabteB, '. 
V^. 234 



'. 71 
101 

Vine and fig-tiee. 252 
Vtawyaida at Esheal, 283. 284 

bite. 43 

Viper charmer. 146 
Viper. Daboia, 35, 146 
Vow, 261 
Vultures. 144, 194 



Wai>-kl-Bsi>oon, 185 

Wad-d-Dab'a, 185 

Wad el Khanaeer. 185 

Wad en-Nar. ftS 

Wad er-RaUb, 93 

Wad-a»«airar. 57, 278 

Wad-«s-Snmt. 278 

Wad et TawabMo, 103 w*, 106 

Wad-Faria, 214 

Wadiee. 279 

Wady-Ali, 805 

Wad Ihnain. 296 

Wady «l-ffiar, 106. 107, 112 

Wady Esnaln. 59 

Wady Kelt. 149 

Wady-Urtas. 107 

Wakbam (malaria), 40. 49 

Wandering bard, 221 

Wandering dervish, 72 

Waran IPsammosaMTMS immmw), 

17,278 
War song. 273 
Water of eternal life, 76 
Watta (camol-hide shoes), 51 
Wawy, 190 
Way&rers, 280 
Wewon. 53 
Welejeh. 61. 68 
Wdy {see Hakam). S, 76, 79. 

81. 88. 293 
Well of sonla, 94 
Whale of Jonah. 86 
Wbeat-wcJls, 151 
Wildemass feasts. 278 
WUdemess of Tudah. 266 
WiU-'o-tiw-wi^, 43 
Winter evening nines. 264 
Winter grapes, 2B4 
Wolf, m 
Wolves. 144 
Women of Israel. 272 

Yabnbbl (Veboa). 281 
Yahia (the oommantator). 71 
Yahoor (Jews). 257 
Yalo (Ajalon). 206 
Yaman (faction). 259. 293 
Yamani (tribe). 110 
Yarghool (inatnimcot), 259 
Yannuth, 103 «■ 
Yemen. 299 
Yesmain 'Ali. 53. 55. 58, 60 
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Za'aka (vipar). 147 
Za^uitt. 121 
Za^iroot, 121. 272 
Zmmmm Mrbonm im , US 
ZaMMNu vutAjIamu, 19 »' 
Zaqnm (sm (Meutra), 42, 44 
2beeb (driod giWM), 290 
Z«bolm, 17 

Zechuiali, Intro, xiv, 103 »■ 
Zeer (wmnkK), 2S9. 261 
Z«iuti. 222 



Zeckm, tSt 

ZttiingiL, 2H 

Zion. Intro, ix. x. 48. 89, 91, 93, 

94 
Zion's Gate, Jenualem, 87, 237 
Zirypkut spiia Chriiti. 35. 36 
Zov, loixo. ivi, 17 
Zoomua, 249, 2S1 
Zonh.204 
ZofMta,S6, 103 N> 
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[Catalogue O] Oi. 

PITMAN'S 

CATALOGUE OF GENERAL LITERATURE 



ART 

CRBAT PAINTERS OF THE 19th CENTURY AND THEIR 
PAINTINGS. By LAonck BiNtciTE, Keeper of the Musie National 
de LuxMnbourg. With over 400 iUaatrationa and 13 colourod 
plates. In large demy 4to, cloth gilt, gilt top, lOa. 6d. net. 

" It is a splendid survey of the progress of paintiag in Europe 
and America during the nineteenth century, and combines art 
criticism with biography in a scholarly and instructive manner. 
— WtsUm Mail. 

THE HISTORY OF MUSIC : A Handbook and Guide. By Waldo 
Sbldbm Pratt. With 130 illustrations and three maps. In demy 
8vo. doth gilt. 7». 6d. not, 

" A most convenient and valuable work of reference . . . the 
book may be said to cover the whole extensive fidd to which it is 
devoted, in a remarkably thorough and comprehensive fashion." 
— Wtslminsler GateUe. " Indispensable in the music-lover's 
library. "—Poa Mail Gaieltt. " A book which for terseness and 
inclusivBoess has never been equalled in music literature." — 
Sheffield Telegraph. 

COLOUR PRINTING AND COLOUR PRINTERS. By R. M. Bubch. 
With a chapter on Modem Processes by W. Gahblb. With 23 
colour prints and B half-tone illuatiations. In super royal 8vo, 
cloth gilt. 123. 6d. net. 

" In his excellent work recently published on this subject — a 
work which is to be heartily commwided for the thorough knowledge 
it displays of colour printing in all its phases as well as for the clear 
and pleasant style in which this knowledge is communicated — 
Mr. Burch has traced the history of the colour print from the first 
doubtful experiments of the Fifteenth Century down to the present 
day." — Morning Posl. 

WHO'S WHO IN THE THEATRE. A Biographical Record of the 
Contemporary Stage. By John Parkxr. In demy 8vo, cloth 
gilt, 750 pp., 6s. net : leather, 8a. 6d. net. In addition to the 
biographit^ section, the book contains many other interesting 
features, including a calendar of notaUe theatrical events ; fuU 
details of the new play productions and important revivals of the 
year in London, the Provinces, New York, and Paris ; Genea- 
logical Tables of famous theatrical famihes, compiled by Mr. 
J. M. Bulloch, the Editor of The Graphic: a most exhuistive 
Dramatic and Musical Obituary ; full particulars of the principal 
theatres in London, New York, Paris, and Berlin, with the seatug 
plans of the leading London theatres, etc. 
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BIOGRAPHY 
BOSWELL'S JOHNSON. ISm " Life ot Sumwl Jotuuon.") 

JOHN BUHVAN: His Liie, Tinwi and Work. By tlie Rev. Johk 
BxowK. B.A., D D. With portrait and illustratuMU by Whtupbk. 
Cheap editioa. la demy 8vo. cloth gilt, 7s. 6d. 
" The be«t tife of John Bnnyan."— I.ttor<»y World. 
{S— alio Dainty Volume tihtmrj, page 4.) 

MRS. GASKELL. Haimti, Homea, and Storiet. By Mrs. Ellis H. 
Chadwick. Id royal 8vo, cloth gilt, gilt top, pbotogravuTe fronds' 
piece, and 38 other illustrations, 16s. net. 

" The volnme is certain of an endoiing place among those which 
deal with the litewy history of this country, and it is certainly 
indispensable to any who wi^ to undeiBtand the woman of whose 
life it tells, or the value of her work and influence . . . indeed 
a sympathetic and faithful picture not only of Mrs. Gaskell, but 
also of the days in which she lived." — ManclusUr Daily Dupatek. 

THE UFE OF DANTE. By the Ute E. H. Plumptrb, D.D., Dean of 
Wells. Edited by Abtbur John Butlbr, In fcap. 8vo. lambskin 
gilt, 2s. ed. net. Also in cloth. Is. 6d. net 

GEORGE FOX'S JOURNAL. (Si* Dainty Volume Liltfaiy, page 4.) 



cloth gilt, IBs. net.) 



trate Johnson's period, and brii^ befme the reader's eye the actual 
features of the men and women among whom he moved. Altogether 
the New ' Boswdl ' is one whidh will be certain to secure a ftesli 
band of admirers for a work whidi wilt ever remain one of the 
our literature." — Westminstar Ga*ttl§. 



a crown 8vo, cloth gilt 2s. i 
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BIOGRAPHY (enHta. ) 

THE UFB OF SIR ISAAC PITftlAN (Iimntof ot Pbonoinphr). By 
AuRBD Bakbr. " Centenary Edition." In demy 8vo, cloth ^t, 
with about 50 illustrationa, hicluding photoeravure and steel plates. 
28. 6d. net. 

" The book is very well doae. It gives a liie-like picture of a 
atrenuous refonner, an original personality, an inventor to whom 
every nevspaper, every puUic body, and every great businees house 
owes an iocaicalable debt." — ChrtiUan World. 

UFE OF REGINALD POLE. By Martin Hailb. Second. Reviaed, 
and Cheaper edition. In demy Svo, cloth gilt, with eight illustra- 
tions, 78. 6d. net. 

" An excellent book, based on a first-hand acquaintance with 
docnmentB, some of which are here utilised for the first time. 
It gives a vivid and most faithful picture of the last Archbishco 
of Canterbury who acknowledged the See of Rome." — Dmfy 
Ckfoniett. 

THE LETTERS OF PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY. Containing about 
480 letters. Collected and edited by Rocbr Ingfen. With 42 
illustrations and two photogravures. New and cheaper edition, 
with corrections and additional matter. In two volumes, large 
crown Svo, cloth gilt, gilt top, 12s. 6d. net. Hand-made paper 
idition de luxe, half leader, laxge demy Svo. 21s. net. 

" Mi, Tngpen has done all that can be done to provide us with 
a perfect edition of one of the most interesting series of letters la 
English literature. The edition is worthy of the magnificent 
material with which it deals." — Daily Ntws. 

REMINISCENCES OF UY UFE. By Sir Charlbs Sahtuy. in 
demy 8vo, doth gilt, gilt top, with 15 illustrations, 16s. net. 

"Not a trace of the wea^ veteran is disceraible in this 
entdtaining volume." — The World. 

MRS. E. M. WARD'S REMINISCENCES. Edited by Emorr 
O'DoKNZLL. Id royal Svo, doth gilt, gilt top, with six 
photogravure plates, I2s. 6d. net. 

" Mrs. E. M. Ward throughout all these pages displays a wido 
aympaiJiy, a charming personality, and an interesting acquaintance 
with men and things which mi^e her book a sweet, wholesome, 
and delightful volume .... will win an established place among 
the recOTds of the Victorian Era." — Daily Telegraph. 

COLLECTIVE BIOGRAPHIES 

GREAT ASTRONOMERS. By Sir Robkrt Ball. Illustrated. In 

demy Svo, doth gilt, gilt top, 38. 6d. not 
THE HEROIC IN MISSIONS. Pioneers in six fields By the Rev. 

A. R, BucxLAND, M.A. In ciown Svo, cloth gilt, U. fld. 
MODERN PAINTERS AND THEIR PAINTINGS. By Sarah Tytlbr. 

For the use of Schools and Leamen in Art. In crown Svo, quarter 

doth gUt. 4b, 6d. 
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COLLECTIVE BIOGRAPHIES {mnlJ.) 

MUSICAL COMPOSERS AND THEIR WORKS. By the sam« Author. 
For the use of Schools and Students in Music. Revisod. In 
crown 8vo, quarter cloth gilt, 4s. 6d. 

THE OLD MASTERS AND THEIR PICTURES. By the same Author. 
For the use of Schools and Learners in Art. New and enlarged 
edition. In crowa 8vo, quarter doth gUt, As. fld. 

THE ORGAN AND ITS MASTERS. A Hhiwt accoont of the most 
celebrated organists of former days, and of the present time, 
together with a brief sketch of the development of organ con- 
struction, organ music, and oi«an playing. By Henry C. Lahrb. 
In large crown 8vo, cloth ri^y gilt, ^t top, with M full-page 
plate illustrations, 6s. net. 

MODERN COMPOSERS OF EUROPE. Being an account of the 
most recent musical progress in the various European nations with 
some notes on their history, and cntical and biographical sketches 
of the contemporary musir^ leaders in each country. By Aktuur 
Elson. In large crown 8vo, cloth gilt, gilt top, with 24 full-page 
plate illustrations. 63. net. 

PITMAN'S 
DAINTY VOLUME LIBRARY 

Eaeh tn fcap. 8co, limp lambskin gill, gilt top, tnth Phologramtri 
Froniisptsce, 2s. 6d. per volumt net. 
DANTE, THE DIVINA COHHEDIA AND CANZONIBRE. Trans- 
lated by the late Dean Pluhptre. With Notes, Studies, 

E^stimates, and Life, In five volumes. 
THE LIFE OF DANTE. By the same Author. In one volume. 
THE TRAGEDIES OF iESCHYLOS. Translated by Dean pLiniPTRE. 

In two volumes, 
THE TRAGEDIES OF SOPHOCLES. Translated by Dean Plukptre, 

In two volumes 
BOSWELL'S UFE OF JOHNSON. (At^dged.) With an Intxodnction 

by G, K. Chesterton In two volumes. 
THE POETRY OF ROBERT BROWNING. By Stopford A. Brooeb. 

M,A., LL.D, Jn two volumes. 
TENNYSON ; HIS ART AND RELATION TO MODERN LIFE. By 

Stopfokd a. Brodkb, M.A., LL.D. In two volumes. 
JOHKBUNYAN: HIS LIFE, TIMES AND WORK. By John 

Brown, D.D. In two volumes. 
JOHN WESLEY'S JOURNAL. (Abridged). With Appreciation by the 

Rt. Hon, AucusTiNE Birrell, M.P. In two volumes. 
GEORGE FOX'S JOURNAL. (Abridged,) With Introdnction by Sir 

W. Robertson Nicou., M,A,. LL.D. In two volumes. 
NO CROSS, NO CROWN. By William Penn. With an Introduction 

[US ; A Study. By 
> volume, wiU) four 
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FICTION 

BY WHAT AUTHORITY ? By Robbri Hugh Bbnson, 6s. 
THE UGHT INVISIBLE. By Robbri Hugh Bznson. 3s. 6d. 
RICHARD RAYNAt, SOLITARY. By Robbri Hugh Benson. 3s. 6d. 
THE KIKG'S ACHIEVEHENT. By Robert Hugb Benson. 6«. 
THE QUEEN'S TRAGEDY. By Kobhrt Hugh Benson. 6s. 
THE SENTIMENTAUSTS. By Robert Hugh Benson. 6s. 
A MIRROR OF SHALOTT. By Robert Hugh Benson. 6s. 
LORD OF THE WORLD. By Robert Hugh Benson. 6s. 
UY LADY OF AROS. A Tale of MuU and the Macleans. By Jobn 

Bran DAME. Coloured frontispiece. Cheaper Edition 2s. net. 
HEN OF THE MOSS-HAGS. By S. R. Crockett. lUustnited. 6*. 
WOLFVILLE. By Alfred Henry Lbwis. lUustrated. es, 
THE GOD OF HIS FATHERS. By Jack London. Tales of tha 

Klondyke. 6s. 
A DAUGHTER OF THE SNOWS. By the same Author. 6s. 
ANNE OF GREEN GABLES. By L. M. Montgomery, ds. 
ANNE OF AVONLEA. By the same Author. Colonied frontispiece. 6«. 
KILHENY OF THE ORCHARD. By the same Author. With four 

coloured illustrations. 6s. 
THE STORY GIRL. By the same Author. Coloured frontispiece. 6«. 
THE GLORY OP THE CONQUERED. The Story of a Great Love. By 

StTSAN Glaspell. 6«. 
THE LEAD OF HONOUR. By Norval Richardson. Coloured 

frontispiece. 6s. 
GEORGE THORNE. By the same Author. With coloured 

fnmtispiece. 6s. 
THE UNDER TRAIL. By Anna Alice Chapin. With illustiatioiis. 

6s. 
THE PLEASURING OF SUSAN SMITH. By Helen H. Wmsiow. 

With iUustrations. 3s. ed. net. 
THE ISLAND OF BEAtmFUL THINGS. A Romance of the 
South. By W. A. Drohgoolb. With four coloured tUustrations. 



THE ENGLISH IN CHINA. Being an account of the Intercourse and 
Relations between Ei^land and China, from the year 1600 to 
the year 1843 and a summary of Later Developments. By J. 
Bromley Eambs. M.A., B.C.L. In demy Svo, cloth gilt, gut 



In demy Svo, cloth gilt, Ss. net. 
THE BRITISH MUSEUM: ITS HISTORY AND TREASURES. A 
view of the origins of that great Institution, sketches of its Early 
Benefactors and Principal Officers, and a survey of the priceless 
objects preserved within its trails. By Henry C. Shelley. Author 
of Inns and Trnmrnt of Old Lcmdtm. With fifty illustrations. Sim 
6J in. by 9t in., elaborate cloth gilt, gilt top, 12a. 6d. net. 
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HISTORY jcontd.) 

THE RniANTIC STORV OP THE MAYFLOWER PILGRIMS AHD 
ITS PLACE IN THE LIPE OP TO-DAY. By A. C. Addisom. With 
oumerDus original tllustrationa. Size 6^ in. by 9} in., cloth gilt, 
gilt top, 7s. 6d. net. 

A bwutifuUv iUuBtrated book, in which the Pilgriios are followed 
into the New World, their individual fortunes are traced out, and 
details are given of recent efforts to peipetoate their memory. 

nmS AND TAVERNS OF OLD LONDON. Setting forth the historical 
and Ut«raTy associations of those ancient hostelrie*, together with 
on account of the most notable coffee-houses, clubs, and pleasure 
gardens of the Bntish metropolis. By Hknry C. Shsllby. In 
large crown 8vo, cloth gilt, gilt top, with coloured frontispiece and 
48 other iUuBtratlons. 7s. Sd. net. 

OLD COUNTRY INNS. By Hsnry P. Maskbu. and Edward W. 
GitBcoKV. With 50 illustrations by the authors. In laige crown 
8vo, cloth. New Edition with Lists of Old Inns, " Trust " Inns, 
and Glossary of Signs. 3s. 6d. net. 

" Messrs. Haskell and Gr^^ry have written this history of theirs 
very well indeed. They classiiy the inns of England according to 
thetr origin, rating them as manorial, monastic. Church ir — — '' " 



They discourse in a pleasant gossipy strain on coaching inns. 



wayside inns, haunted inns, the inns of uterature and art, historical 
and fanciful signs and curious signboards ; ofinnfumiture.etc." — 
Boohmtm. 

FLEET STREET IN SEVEN CENTURIES. Being a History of the 
growth of London beyond the Walls into the Western Liberty 
and of Fleet Street to our time. By Walter GsoRaB Bbll. 
Aathor of The Thamts from Ckeista to tte Nare. With a Foreword 
by Sir Wm. P. Treloar, Bt. With 46 illustrations. Drawings by 
T. R. Way, HansUp Hetcher, R. Anning Bell, T. E. Knightley ; 
reproductions of old prints, original documents, maps and photo- 
graphs. In demy 8vo. clo^, gilt top, ISs. net. 

" Mr. Bell has chosen the picturesque and episodic method for 
his history, yet it is, par excilience, an antiquary's book. Records, 
rolls, inventories, the proceedings of wardmotes have been labori- 
ously ransacked ; but the result is never tedious, and we have 
seldom taken up a book of this kind which has had such a power 
of leading the reader on from page to page. The story is always 
human, and the writer has b«en careful to choose particulafa 
that reconstruct for us the life of Fleet Street from generation to 
generation through the seven centuries." — AHienirum. 

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. Based on 
Contemporary Letters, Diaries, and other Documents. By Ellbk 
Chase. In royal 8vo. cloth gilt, gilt top, 1 ,500 pp, with 75 full-pag« 
plates. Three Vols. 25s. net 

" A serviceable contribution to historical literature, because 
it gives, with a minuteness and wealth of colour unapproached 
by any other work of the kind known to ui, a panoramic view of 
the Ufe of Massachusetts in the early stages of the Civil War." 
— BirminghaiH Daily Post. 
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HISTORY jeonld.) 

A HUNDRED YEARS OP UUSH HtSTORY. By R. Baery 03mbn. 
With Inboductioiu by Johm E. Rbduomd, ll.P. N«w Edition. 
In cniwn Svo, cloth, 184 pp., li. 6d. net. 
THE DISSOLUTION OF THE MONASTERIES. As lUiutmted by the 
Snppressioa ol the Religions Houses ot Stnfi«dsbiie. By Fkamcis 
AiDAN HtBBXBT, M.A., o/ SI. Jokit's CoOtt*. Cambridt*: H«ad- 
masltr of Dmstone. In crown 9vo, doth gilt, 5s. net. 
JOHN PYM. By C. E. Wade. M.A.. SarrisUr.at4am. With 
frontisplecv. Demy Svo, cloth gilt, ^t top, 7s. 6d. net. 

" Mr. Wade gives a. fresh and efiecbve picture of this statesmsn's 
career, keeping throughout in touch with his authorities ; and his 
graphic narrative will fill the gap in the bookshelf made by the 
disappearance of Foister's Life written nearly 80 yfiaxt ago, and long 
obsolete."— 7"** Times. 
MAKERS OF NATIONAL HISTORY. Edited by The Ven. W. 
H. HoTTON, B.D. Each volume in this series — the aim of which is 
to do foller justice to men whose lives have not hitherto been ade- 
quately dcftlt with — is in crown Bvo, cloth gilt, with a frontispiece, 
39. 6d. net. 
CARDINAL BEAUFORT. By the Rev. L. B, Radford. D.D. 

" Studiously impartial , . . carefully written." — Glasgcw H»raU. 
VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH. By Akthur Hassall, H.A. 

" It is brilliantly written . . . exc«ptionaU7 clear and vivid . . . 
a book which was needed." — Tht Morning Ltad»r. 
ARCHBISHOP PARKER. By W. M. Kuinbdy. BA. 

" Exceedingly well conceived, clearly expressed, and compiled 
with great care." — Tht Guardian. 
GENERAL WOLFE. By Edward Salmon. 

" A picture and an estimate of Wolfe which could not be more 
complete. " — Can ada. 

FRANCISATTERBURY, Bishop of Rochester (1662-1732). By the 
Very Rev. H. C. Breching, M.A., Litt.D., Dean of Norwich. 

" A most delightful as well as a most valuable book." — Guardiam. 
EDWARD THE FOURTH. By Lahrbwce Stratford, B.A. 
THOMAS BECKET, Archbishop of Canterbury. By The Ven. W. 
H. HuTTON, B.D,, Canon of Peterborough, and Archdeacon of 
Northampton. 



METALLURGY, ETC. 

AUSTRALIAN MINING AND METALLURGY. By Donau> Clark. 
B.C.E., H.H.E. A detailed desciiptian of the Metallnrgic Methods 
employed in the process of Ore Treatment and Gold Recovery. 
With numerous illustrations and diagrams. In royal Svo, cloth 
Tit, 21s. net. 

INIHG OP GOLD. By Dohau) Clark. B.C.E. In demy Svo, 
doth gilt, with illustrations, 12s. 6d. net. 



REnH 
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MBTALLURGY. ETC. ( ^ ^; ) 

THE DREDGING OF GOLD PLACERS. 

Whh 17 illnstratioiis. In demy 8vo, i 

Principally intended for Company Directors. Pr(^)erty Maiugen, 

Prospectors, and the investing public. 
COALFIELDS AND COLUERIES OF AUSTRALIA. By F. Danvers 

Power, Demy Svo, cloth gilt, 440 pp., with 229 iUustnttoiu. 

2Sb. net. 
HIGH EXPLOSIVES. By W. R. Quinak. Royal Svo, 224 pp. 21s.net. 

NATURAL HISTORY, ETC. 

HY BACKVARD ZOO. A Course of Natural Histtwy. By the lat» 

Rev. J. C. Wood. In crown Svo, cloth gilt, 2s. 

" Really a. complete coime of natoial history." — Timtt. 

THE A B C OF POULTRY. By E. B. Johnstone. In crown Svo. 

cloth, cheap edition. Is. net. 

" A capital addition to the m&ny books devoted to the outdoor 
Ufe."~w'orM. 
CATS FOR PLEASURE AND PROFIT. By Uiss Framcbs Simpsok. 
Third Edition. In crown Svo, whh 25 beautifully reprodaced 
photographs of famous prize-winning cat3. 2s. net. 

" The author explains that her object has been ' to help those 
who desire to combine ^easnre with profit.' This aim is very 
SDCCSsafully achieved." — Pall Matt Gaitttt. 
REPTUfS OF THE WORLD. Tortoises and Turtles, Crocodilians, 
licards and Snakes of the Eastern and Western Hemispheres. 
By Professor Raymond L. Ditmars. With trontispiece in colour, 
and nearly 200 illustrations from photographs t^en by the author. 



In royal Svo, cloth gilt, gilt top. 20s. n 
RITISH FE""- • ---■-' ^-^- •— ■■'■ 



BRITISH FERNS. A pocket help for the Student and Collector 
(comprising all the nati - - . ■ ■ . r. .. i. ^. 

Francis G. Heath. 
llloatrations. Zs. net. 

PEEPS INTO NATURE'S WAYS. By John J. Ward. Being chapters 
on insect, plant and minute life. Illustrated from photographs and 
photo-microgiaphs taken by the Author. Cheaper Edition. In 
demy Svo. cloth gilt, gilt tc^, 3s. 6d. net. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

ATHLETIC TRAINING FOR GIRLS. Compiled and Edited by C. E. 

Thomas. In crown Svo, cloth gilt, with many illustrntions. 

Illustrated. 3s. 6d. net. 
" A book that every schoolmistress, every mother, and ever^r 

girl should be compelled to read, for it is full of the best advice 

and thoroughly practical hints." — World. 
CtnOION COHHODITIES OF COIOIERCE. Each handbook is 

dealt with by an expert writer. Beginning with the life history 

id the plant, or other natural product, he follows its development 

until h beccnnee a commercial commodity, and so on through the 
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MI5CELLAME0US {conld.) 

various phases of its sale on the maiket. and its purchase by the 
consumer. Each is in ciqwh Svo, cloth, about 120 pp., with 
map, coloured trontispiece, chart and iliustratioiis. Is. 6d. net. 
Tea, from Grower to Consumer, by Albxandkr Ibbbtson. Coffee, 
from Grower to Consumer, by B. B, Kbablb. Cotton. From the 
Raw Material to the Finished Product. By R. ]. Pbakb. Oil; 
Animal, Vegetable, Essential and Uineral. By C. Ainsworth 
MiTCHRLL. Sugar — Cane and Beet By Gbo, Martinbau, C.B., 
Rubber. Production and utilisation oi the raw material. By 
C. Beadlr and H. P. Stbvbns. M.A„ Ph.D. Iron and Steel. 
Their production and manufacture. By C. Hood. SQk. Its 

Cuction and manufacture. By Luther Hoopbr. Wool. 
] the Raw Material to the Finished Product. By J. A. Hunter. 

Tobacco. From Grower to Smoker. By A. E. Tanner. Coal : 

Its Origin, Method of Working, and Prqparatian for the Market. 

By Francis H. Wilson, M.Inst., M.E., Editor ol Mining Engineering. 
Other Volumes in preparation, 
DICKEHS IN YORKSHIRE. Being Notes of a Journey to the Delightfnt 

Village of Dotheboys, near Greta Bridge. By C, Eyre Pascos. 

In foolscap 4to. with four illustrarions in colour and 11 black and 

white iUustrationa. Is. 6d. net. 
FRENCH PROSE WRITERS OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY AND 

AFTER. With Biographical and Critical Notices in French, and 

literary and Bibliographical Notes in English. By VicroK 

Lbuuette, B-Ss-L., A.K.C. In crown Svo, cloth gilt, 3S0 pp. 

3s. net. 
" The book is on the whole the best advanced French Reader 

we know. It is certain to give students a heightened appreciation, 

not only oi the flexibility and resources of Uie French language, 

but of the wealth and fascination of French thought and of the 

French outlook upon the world. " — NaUon. 
FOR HOME SERVICE AND OTHER STORIES. By Lyde Howard. 

With coloured frontispiece and black and white iUustrationa. 

In foolscap 4to, cloth, decorated, coloured top, and end papers, 

2s. Sd. net. 

" This is one of the sweetest of this year's books. The tone 

ia far above the average, and every touch is that of a master hand. 

The children's feelings and expressions are perfectly natural. 

We recommend this book with genuine pleasure.' — BriHsh Weekly. 
HOME GYMNASTICS FOR OLD AND YOtAlG. By T. J. Harteuus, 

M.D. Translated and adapted from the Swedish by C. Lopviho. 

With 31 iUustrationa. Fifth Edition, revised. With a prefatory 

note by Arthur A. Bbalb, M.B. In stifi boards. Is. 6d. 
HOW TO CHOOSE A HOUSE. How to Take and Keep it By 

Charles Emanuel, M.A., and E. M. Joseph, A.R.I.B.A. In crown 

Svo, cloth, with illustrations. Cheap edition. Is. net. 

" This book seems to us to contain well nigh all the information 

that a person desiring to acquire a property could desire." — 

Retard. 
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WSCELLAHEOUS jeonid. ) 

HYPNOnSH AND SUGGESTION. In Daily Life. Education, and 

Medical Practice. By Bernard Hollahdbr. M.D. In crown Svo, 

cloth gilt, 63, net. 

" We specially welcome the book before us. It is the work of 

a man of establubed reputation, who has devoted bimaelf for years 

to the subject, and whose aim is to tell the English-speaking world 

what Hypnotism really ia, what it can do, and to what conclusions 

it seems to point. It is written in a thoroughly scientific spirit. 

No fact is shirked, and no evidence is either suppressed or rated 

above its real value." — Globe. 
LIGHTER UOUENTS. From the note-book of BiSROP Walsbam 

How, Edited by his son, Frederick DoocLAfi How. In small 

crown Svo, cloth gilt, gilt top. 2s. 6d. 
OVERHEARD AT THE ZOO. By Gladvs Davidson. With 2 

coloured plates and 26 black and white illustrations. In foolscap 

410. cloth, 2s. Od. net. 
The author has catered iot all children who love animals. Her 

aim has been to present the animals' own point of view, so far as 

it may be divined by sympathetic study. 
OVERHEARD IN FAIRYLAND, or The Peter Pan Tales. By 

Madgb a. Bickam. With coloured illustrations by Kuth S. 

Clehknts. In large crown Svo, cloth, 2s. 6d. net. 
PUBLIC SCHOOL LIFE. Each in foolscap Svo, cloth, with 32 full 

page plate illustrations. 2s. net. 

WESTMINSTER, By W. Tbignmouth Shore. 

ETON. By An Old Etonian. 

HARROW. By Archibald Fox. 

RUGBY. By H. H. Habdv. 
THE ROYAL HIGH SCHOOL. EDIKBURGH. By J. J. Trotter. 

With 32 illustrations. In crown Svo, cloth gilt. 3s. 6d. net. 
THE REVERIES OF A BACHELOR : Or, A Book of the Heart. 

By the late iK Marvel. With an. Introduction by Arlo Bates. 

In foolscap Svo, gilt top, limp lambs'kin, 2s. 6d. net. Also in cloth. 

Is. 6d. net. 
ROODSCREENS AND ROODLOFTS. By F. Bligr Bond. F.R.I.B.A.. 

and The Rev. Dou Bbde Camm. O.S.B. With over S8 full-page 

collotype reproductions, and upwards of 300 other beautiful 

illustrations. In demy 4to, two vols., handsome cloth gilt, gilt 

top, 32s, net. 

"A magnificent work." — Evening Standard. 
THE BOOK OF THE CHILD. An Attempt to Set Down what is in the 

Mind of Children. By Frkdhrick Douglas How. In foolscap Svo, 

leather, with dainty cover design, gilt comers, 3s. 6d, net : cloth. 

2s. net. 
MYSTICISM AND MAGIC IN TURKEY. An Account of the 

Religious Doctrines, Monastic Organisation, and Ecstatic Powers 

of the Dervish Orders. By Lucy M. J. Garnett, Author of 

Turkey o/ the OUomatts. In crown Svo, cloth gilt, gilt top, with 



iltustratioas. 
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MISCELLANEOUS jeoiad.] 

THE PERSIAN PROBLEM. By H. J. Whigmau. With mapa aii4 

illustrations. In d*imy 8vo, cloth gtit, 12s. 6d. 
SCIENCE AND THE CRIMINAL. By C. Ainbworth Uitchill. 

B.A., F.I.C. In crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 250 pp., with 28 illustiationS' 

fa.net. 

" The systems of personal identihcation are discussed, and the 

uses of photography, anthropometry, and finger prints are indicated. 

The selection of the cases and the manner in which the whole book 

is written show good judgment." — Lancet, 
SYMBOLISM OF ANIMALS AND BIRDS Represented in English 

Church Architecture. By Arthur H. Coluns, M.A. [Oxon.]. With 

120 illustrationa. In demy 8vo, cloth gilt, gilt top, Ss. net. 
THE SUNLIT ROAD : Readings in Verse and Prose for Every Day 

in the Year. By the Kev. W. Garrbh Hordbr. In demy 16mo, 

cloth gilt, gilt comers, 3s. net ; leather gilt, gilt comers, 4s. net. 
" A dainty and delightful tittle ' da^ tKiok ' for quiet moments. 

It is the most charming book of its kind we have seen for a very 

long time." — La4y. 
niMAN-S STUDIES IN ELOCUTION. A guide to the theory and 

practice of the art of public speaking and reciting, with over 100 

selections for Reciters and Readers. By E. M. Corboijld (Mis. 

Mark Robinson). In crown Svo, cloth gilt, gilt top, silk roister, 

2s. 6d. net. 
" This treasury of prose and verse will appeal to all who cultivate 

the art of elocution or appreciate a choice store of literary gems. * 

— Educaiionat News. 
THE BEGINNINGS OF THE TEACHING OF MODERN SUBJECTS 

IN ENGLAND. By Fostbr Watson, M.A. (Professor of Education 

in the University College of Wales ; Aborystwytb). In ciowd Svo, 

cloth, 7s. 6d. net. 
THE INNER UFE OF GEORGE EUOT. A Study of the Mental 

and Spiritual Development of the Novelist. By Crarlxs Gardnbr, 

M.A. In crown 8vo, cloth gUt, gilt top, 5s. not 

POETRY, CRITICISM, & LITERARY HISTORY 

THE POETRV OF ROBERT BROWNING. By Stoptord A. Brooxx. 
Original issue. Id demy Svo, cloth gilt, lOe. 6d. 

" The most satisfactory and stimulating critician) of the poet yet 
published ." — Timts . 

{St4 alto Daia^ Volume Lilwai7, page 4.) 
I : HIS ART AND R 
the same Author. Original is 

" Will make a strong appeal to all loveis of our groai i 
QuarUrty Review. 

{See also Dainty Volume Library, page 4.) 
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POETRY. ETC jamtd.) 

A STUDY OF CLOUGH, ARNOLD, ROSSETTI, AMD IIORRIS. Witb 

an Introduction on the Course of Poetry from 1822 to 1S52. By 

tbe same Aatbw. In demy 8vo, doth gilt, 6e. net. 

{See also Daintf Volume Library, page 4.) 
EXPBROIENTS IN PLAY WRITING. Six ^ys in Veise and Prose 

with an Introductory Essay. By John Lawrbncb Lahbe. In 

demy 8vo, cloth gilt, Ss. n«t. 
THE POEMS OF JAMES HOGG. Tbe Etirick Siepberd. Selected 

and edited, witti an introduction, by Wiluam Waixace, LL.D. 

With pboU^pravure portrait frontispiece. In crown Svo, doth gflt, 

gilt top, St. 
VflTH THE WILD GEESE, Songs of Irish Exile and Lament. By 

Emily Lawless. With an Introduction by Stoppord A. Brookx. 

In square Svo, cloth gilt, 4s. 6d. net. 
MODERN FRENCH LITERATURE. By B. W. Wzlls, Ph.D. In 

crown Svo, cloth gilt, 520 pp., 6s. net. 
MODERN ITALIAN UTERATURE. By Lacy Coluson-Mokley, 

Author of Guisepp* BantU and kii FrUnds. In crown Svn, doth 

gilt, 360 pp., 6s. net. 
A SHORT HISTORY OF GREEK LITERATURE. From Homer to 

Julian. By Wilher Cavb Wright, Ph.D., late of Girton College, 

Cambridge. In crown Svo, doth gilt, 544 pp., 6s. net. 
GREEK INFLUENCE ON ENGUSH POETRY. By the late Professor 

iOHN Churton Coluhs. Edited with Introduction, by Prolessor 
[. Machillan, In crown 8vo, doth gilt, with portrait. 3h. 6d. 
net. 

POLITICS, ETC. 
THE CASE AGAINST WELSH DISENDOWMENT. By J. Fovargxib 

Bradley. Third impression. In demy Svo, Is. net. 
NONCONFORMISTS AND THE WELSH CHURCH BILL. By the 

same Author. 2nd impression. Crown Svo, Is. neL 
NONCONFORMITY AND POLITICS. By a Nonconformist Minister. 

Cheap Edition, In crown 8vo, Is. net. 
THE RISE AND DECUNE OF WELSH NONCONFORMITY. An 

Impartiai Investigation. By Viator Cahbrensis. Demy Svo, 

Is. net. 
FAMOUS SPEECHES. First Series. From CromweU to Gladstone. 

Selected and Edited with Introductory Notes by HERBERT Pacl. 

In demy Svo, cloth, 470 pp., 7s. 6d. net. 

" A book of sdections such aa this is delighttul reading. Mr. 

Herbert Paul has chosen discreetly in the wide fidd frcmi CnMuwell 

to Gladstone, and has prefaced each orator with a judidous 

criticism ." — Sp*c$ator. 
FAMOUS SPEECHES. Second Series. From Lord UacauUy to 

Lord Rosebenf. Selected and Edited with Introductoiy Notes 

by Hbrbbrt Paul. In demy Svo, doth, 39S pp., 7s. 6d. net. 
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He is. of 
if his subject .. . . The most eaitfa-bouDd mortal 

who opens this boolc must go on with it." — Daily Chronicle. 
IN STARRY REALMS. By the same Author. The Wanders of tho 

Heavens. With numuous full-page and other illastratioDS. In 

demy 8vo, cloth gilt, gilt top. 3s, M. net. 

" The styfe of popular exposition adopted thronehout is indeed 

admirable, the ilfuBtratiDns ore excellent, the binding is tasteful, 

and the print goad."— Saturday ReaUw. 
IN THE HIGH HEAVENS. By the same Author. A popular account 

of recent interesting astronomical events and jmenoniena, with 

numerous full-page and other illustrationa. In demy Svo, doth gilt, 

gilt top, 3s. 6d. net. 

" It has," says Tht Scotsman, " the freshest knowledge and the 

beat scientific tiiought." 
ASTRONOMY FOR EVERYBODY. By Professor SiuoN Nbwcohbx, 

LL.D. With an Introduction by Sir Robert Bau.. lUustratad. 

A popular en>osition of the wonders of the Heavens. In demy 8vo, 

cloth gilt, gift top. 3s. Sd. net. 
BY LAND AND SKY. By the Rev. John M. Bacon, M.A., F.B.A.S. 

The Rentrd of a BalMonist. With four illustrations. In demy 

8vo, cloth gilt, gilt top, Se. 6d. net. 



SOCIOLOGY 

SOCIALISM. By Professor Robzkt Funt, LL.D. New, Revised and 
Cheaper Edition. In demy 8vo, cloth gilt, 6s. net. 

" A new, revised and cheaper edition of Professor Flint's masterly 
study will be generally welcomed. References show that the 
additional notes are wdl up to date," — Daily Mail. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE ABYSS. By Jack London. A study of the 
sodai and economic conditions of life in the East End of London. 
By the author of Tiu Call of tMt Wild. With 24 iUustrations from 
actual phott^raphs. In crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 6s. 

"... Mr. Jack London, who is already known to the Brittsh 
public as a fine descriptive writer, has done fna the East End of 
London what he did foi the Klondyke — has described it fully and 
faithfu ~ ■■ 

WHAT IS SOCIAUSU ? By " Scotsbukk." An attempt to 

the principlee and policy uoponnded by """- '' ' — "^ 

In demy Svo, doth gilt, 7b. fid. 

THE SOCIAL WORKER'S GUIDE. (See page 20.) 
13 
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THEOLOGICAL 

THE PRAYER BOOK DICTIONARY. An Indi^wnsable Volume at 
Relereuce dealing with the origins, history, use, and teaching of tbe 
several authoiised editiona of the Book of Common Prayer within 
the Anglican Communion. Its scope embraces all accompanying 
ceremonies and supplementary rites, the ornaments of the Church 
and of all ministers. Church structures and fittings in their relation 
to worship, ecclesiastical persons and bodies, and the legislative 
judicial or administrative authorities now or heretofore empowered 
or exercising powers in regard to the above. Edited by Gborob 
Harford, M.A., Vicar of Mosshy Hill, Hon. Canon of Livtrpooi . 
and MoitL^v Stevenson, M.A.. Principal of Wamnglon Training 
College, Hon. Canon oi Liverpool. Assisted by J. W. Tyrbr, M.A., 
Formerly Vicar of SI. Luke Ike Evangeliil, WaUon. Preface by 
Thb Lobd Bishop of Livbbpooi- 

Articles by nearly ISO CoDtributois, including : — The Bishop of 
Ossory ; Lord Hugh Cecil ; Dr. Hermitage Day ; The late Dr. 
Dowden (Bishop ^ Edinburgh) ; Canon Driver ; The Bishop of 
Ripon ; The Provost of King's College, Cambridge ; The Bishop of 
Hnll ; The Rev. T. A. Lacey ; The Bishop of Moray and Roes ; 
The Bishop of Aberdeen ; Bishop Montgomery ; Tbe Bishop of 
Durham ; The Bishop of Exeter ; Canon Simpson ; Chancellor 
P. V, Smith ; Canon Staley ; Dr. Eugene Stock ; The Dean <A 
Canterbury ; Canon Bullock Webster ; The Kev, James Baden 
Powell ; Proleesor H. B. Swete ; Dr. H. P. Allen ; Professor Du 
Bose; Dr. Guy Warman ; Dt. St. Clair Tisdail ; Mr. Robert Bridges; 
Mr, Francis Burgess ; Mr. Edwin H. Freshfield, F.S.A. ; Mr, J, A. 
FuUer Maitland, M.A., F.S.A. ; Sir T. Sydney Lea, Bart. ; Sir 
Charke Nicholson, F R.I.B.A. ; Mis. Romanes ; Professor J. E. 
Veniham. Tlte work is complete in One Volume, crown 4to, half 
leather gilt, gilt top, 850 t^., 25s. net. Write for 16 pp. Praspedut 
coniaining litis of CotUrAulors and articles, specimen pages, etc. 

" A very successful attempt to meet a real want." — Gnardian. 
" Thorough and scholarly. — Ckurcli Timts. " The book will 
take its place at once amongst our indispensable works of refer- 
ence ... a great and scholiuly achievement. " — The Churckman, 
" We do not think that any Qergyman can afiord to be without this 
highly scholarly volume." — Ckurck of Ireland GaxttU. " Its 
contents answer practically every question that we can ask about 
the book, 
neyt to Hastings,"— AMori. 

THE BOOK OF ISAIAH. Newly Translatbd with Intro- 
DdcnoNS, Critical Notbs akd Explanations by G. H. Box, 
M.A. Together with a Prefatory Note by S. R. Drivsb, D.D„ 
Regius Professor of Hebrew in the University of Oxford, and C«knon 
of Christ Church. In demy 8vo, cloth gilt, with two maps, 73. 6d. 

Tka Alknuevm says it " deserves high commendation," and that 
" the advantage ol havins the pn^uiedee placed befme us in 
something like the ordinal grou^ng of lines far outweigh the 
drawback of what [night here and there be. regarded as arbitrary 
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or unnecessary aJteratloiia . , the book recommendB Itself hy its 
scbolarly character, its clearness of expodtioD, and the tearless, 
yet reverent spirit of investigation by which it is aniinated." 

THE EZRA-APOCALYPSE. B^ng Chapters 3— U of the Book com- 
monly known as IV. Ezra (or II. Esdras). Translated from a criti- 
cally revised text, with critical Introductions, Notea, and Exfdana- 
tions : with a General Introduction to the Apocalypse, and an 
Appendix containing the Latin text. By G. H. Box, M.A,, Author 
of The Booh of Isaiah, etc. Together with a Prefatory Note by 
W. Sanday. D.D.. LL.D., LJtt.D., Lady Margarti Pro/uior and 
Canon of Christ Church, Oxford. In demy 8vo, cloth gilt. 488 
pp., lOa. 6d. net. 

" Already known to the student by his excellent edition of 
Isaiah, Mr. Box has now ventured successfully as we think, into a 
field which Dr. Charles had almost made his own ; and Dr. Charles, 
we are sure, will not be backward in greeting him as a, worthy 
confrira. Mr. Box's treatment of the various problems presented 
by the book is marked by t2ie same cleamees and thoroughness which 
characterised his Isaiah . . . Mr. Box has laid the readers of 2 
Esdras under the highest obligations, and has produced a work, 
the only thorough English work on the subject, which does honour 
to English scholarship and will be indispensable to alt students of 
this portion of the Apocrypha." — Spectator. 

THE REUGION AND WORSHIP OF THE S7HAG0GUE. An Intro- 
duction to the Study of Judaism from the New Testament Period. 
By W. O. E. Oestbrlbv, D.D.. and G. H. Box, MA. In demy 8vo, 
cloth gilt, with eight Ulustratlans. Second, Revised, and Cheaper 
Edition, 7s. 6d. net. 

" It is not often that a large book can be written on a targe subject 
in the field of religion, which is so entirely new and frevi as this 
Important volume. ... Its novelty and freshness lies in its point 
of view. It is a study of Judaism by Chr^tJan scholars of the Cburcb 
of England, written for a Christian public, and it is a sympathetic, 
even a loving study." — CAwrcA Timts. 

" Its authors have written with good will and with quite excep- 
tional knowledge." — Jewish Chroniele. 

THE EVOLUTION OF THE MESSIANIC IDEA. A Study in Con. 
PARATIVB Rbugion. By the Rev. W. O. E. Obstkrlby. D.D. 
In crown Svo, cloth gilt, 3s. 6d. net. 

" Dr. Oestwley's new work deserves the serious consideratioa 
of students. . . Itisstimulating. earnest, frank, full of interesring 
information. . . . Likely to prove very useful to a wide circle of 
readers," — Alhtnaum. 

THE FUTURE LIFE AND MODERN DIFFICULTIES. By F. 
Claudb Kbmpson, M.B. In crown Svo, cloth gilt, with diagrams, 
3s. 6d. net. 

" The author shows the simplest educated reader that there is 
nothing whatever in scientific discoveries to weaken our faith in 
Christianity" — Tht Rtcord. 
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THE KINGDOH VnTHtH. Beiiig Teachiog foe out D»y R«caidad 

Exclusively by St. Luke. By Acnbs Stanlsy Lbathbs. la crawn 

8vo, cloth gilt, gilt top, 3s. 6d. net. 

" Her studies are thoughtful and yet simple ; they relate the 

primary teachings of Chnst to the facts of modem life. There 

are uariul chapters on spiritoal healing, and on the value of the 

results of psychic research, a value often over estimated by the 

apologist for Chcistiajuty," — Church Timts. 
THE GOSPEL OP JOY, By the Rev. Stopford A. Brookb. H.A., 

LL.D. In crown 8vo, doth gUt, gilt top. 6s. 

" Pine diacourses . . . they tnvathe a brave and loving spirit. 

and have the virtue of infusing their writer's health of soul into the 

reader's heart."— S^MA#r. 
THE OLD TESTAHEHT AND MODERN LIPE. By the suneAntbor. 

In crown 8vo, cloth gilt, gilt t(n>. 68. 
THE LIFE SUPERLATIVE. By the same Author. In crows Svo. 

cloth gilt, gilt top, es. 
THOUGHTS OH SOME OP THE MIRACLES OF JESUS. As Marks 

OF TBI Way of Lifb. By the Right Hon. and Most Rev. Cosmo 

CkiRDOM Lamc, CD., Lord ArchtMshop of York. In crown Svo, 

cloth gilt, gilt top, 6s. 
" A del^btfol book, full of helpfulness and cheer." — M t tko dis t 

Timet. 
THOUGHTS ON SOME OP THE PARABLES OP JESUS. By the same 

Author. In crown Svo, cloth gilt, gilt top, 6s. 

" We can only express our wonder at the freshness of treatmeat 

which he has been able to bring to a familiar subject." — Thi Timts. 

FAMOUS SERMONS BY ENGLISH PREACHERS. From the Ven- 
BR.tBLB Bbdb to H. P. LiDDON. Edited with Historical and Bio- 
graphical Notes by Canon Dotici.AS Haclranb, M.A. In demy 
Svo. cloth gilt, 6b. net. 

" This is a delightful ^xillection, and the reading public owe a 
debt of gratitude to Canon Macleane. Canon Madeane's Introduc- 
tions to the Sermons are b> no means the least valuable part of 
the work ... it deserves, and will no doubt receive, a hearty 
welcome from all reading men interested in the history of our 
Church. ' ' — Record. 

LAY SERMONS PROM " THE SPECTATOR." By M. C. E. With 
an introduction by J. St. Lob Strachby. In crown Svo, doth 
gilt, gilt top, silk register, Ss. net. 

"... The prime merit of these essays is their simplicity — a 
quahty which should cranmeml them to many who instinctively 
reject sermons as sermons are too often preached." — PaO Mall 
GoMtttt. 

' the late Bishop Thorolo. In 
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THE TBHDEfUfESS OF CHRIST. By the tame Author. In cxown 

8vo, cloth gilt, Ss. 6d. 
" Deals with questions of universal and abiding import. Hit 

•tyle. too, has » rare charni." — Pall Mall GoMttit. 
THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. By the same Author. In crown 8vo. 

cloth i^lt, 3a. 6d. 

" May well take its place amongst the classics of experimeatal 

religion ." — Record. 
THE BETTER WAY. By Pastor Cmarlbs Wagner. Translated 

from the French by Marie Louise Hendbe. In crown 8vo, cloth 

gilt, gilt top, 3s. ed. 
ON LIFE'S THRESHOLD : Talks to Voung Peoflk on Character 

AND COHDttCT. By the same Author. Translated by Edna St. 

JoRN. In crown Svo, ctoth gilt, gilt top, 36. 6d. 
THE SIMPLE LIFE. By the same Author. Translated from the 

French W Marie Louise Hbndee. With biographical sketch by 

Grace Iuho. New Edition. In foolscap Svo, cloth gilt. Is. net, 
THE COHUANDHENTS OF JESUS. By the Rev. R. F. Hortoh. 

Populiu edition. In crown Svo, cloth gilt, 2s. 6d. net. 
THE TEACHING OF JESUS. By the same Author. Popular edition. 

In crown Svo, ctoth gilt. 2a. 6d. not. 
HELP FOR THE TEMPTED. By Professor Amos R. Wells. With an 

Introduction by the Rev. F. B. Meybr, B.A. In foolscap Svo, 

cloth gilt, gilt top, 2s. 6d. ; also in paper cavers, price Is. 6d. 
THE GOSPEL AND THE AGE. By the late W. C. Macbe, D.D., 

Archbishop of York. In large crown Svo. cloth gilt, gilt top, 

3s. 6d. 

" Will arrest the attention of the world." — Spectator. 
CHRIST THE LIGHT OF ALL SCRIPTURE, By the late W C 

Hagxe, D.D., Archbishop of York. In large crown Svo, cloth 

gilt, gilt top, 3s. 6d. 

" ft is hardly necessary to recommend discourses so full of fresh 

thought and vigorous reflection." — GUAt. 
THE INDWELLING CHRIST. By the late Henry Allok, D.D. 

In large crown Svo, cloth gilt, gilt top, 3s. 6d. 

" Worthy to take their place among the masterpieces of the old 

divines."— iJ«i(y TeUgrapk. 
CONSIDERATIONS FOR LENT. Readings for the Forty Days' Fast. 

By The Rev. Vbrnqh Stalby, Hon, Canon of Inverness Cathedral. 

Anthor of The CatholU Religion, etc., etc. In foolscap Svo, cloth, 

Is. 6d. net. Leather gilt, gilt top, 2s. 6d. net. 
This series of short readings and reflections for the Forty Days 

of Lent is written in the concise and plain style which the Author 

has successfully adopted in bis previous works, so well known and 

largely circulated. The plan of the work is to give the reader 

food for reflection founded on Christian doctrine, in the best sense 

of the term, and to turn each day's reading, or portion, to bear upon 

character ajod practical religion. 
17 
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR ADVENT. DevotkmalReadingsfor theSeucMi. 
By the same Authoi. Qoth, Is. 6d. net; leather, 23. 6d. net. 

A BOOK OF THE LOVE OF JESUS. By Mgr. R. H. Bsnson 

In foolacap 8vo, leather gilt, gilt t4»), 3a. 6d. net ; doth 23. net. 

" An antholt^^ of Bome old CathcJic devotions, sllgbtly modem- 

iied, which will appeal to many by reason of iis simplicity and 

beauty. ' " — To-day. 

A BOOK OF THE LOVE OF MARY. By P. M. Gkovbs. Preface bv 
His EMtMSHCE Carqinal Bourne. Is foolscap 8vo., cloth, uritb 
frontispiece, 2s. net. Leather gilt, gilt top, photograTore 
frontispiece, 3e. net. 

" We give a cordial and giatefui welcome to this beautiful little 
book about Our Lady, and her churches, pictures, images, shrines, 
gnilds, wrlls and salutations, and the poems, prayers and days Hiat 
honour her."— Calfcrfk: rti»»«. 

IN OUR LADY'S PRAISE. An Anthology of Veise. CompUad by 
E. Hbrmitacb Day, D.D., F.S.A. With Preface by the Right 
Hon. Viscoi;nt Haufajc. In foolscap Svo, cloth, with photo- 
gravure. Zs. net ; leather gilt, gilt top, with photc^ravare 
frontispiece, 3s. net. 

IN ANSWER TO PRAYER. Testimonies of Personal Esperiencea. By 
Bishop Boyd-Carfentbr, the late Dban of Sausbury, Canoa 
Knox Ltrru:. M.A., the late Rev. Dr. John Watsom (" Iam 
Maclaren "), Rev. Dr. R. F. Horton, d» late Rev. Hogh Fricx 
HuGBES, and others. Cheaper edition. In crown Svo, doth gilt, 
gilt top, 2s. 

BIBLE STUDENT'S LIFE OP OUR LORD in its Historical, Chnm». 
logical and Geographical Relations, The. By the Rev. S. J. 
Andrews. In crown Svo, cloth gitt, 556 pp., 3i. 6d. 

The events of the Lord's life, as given by the Evangelists, ar« 
arranged in chronological order, aod ue difficulties as to matters of 
fact explained. As the necessary foundation for a chronological 
arrangement, the dates of the Lord's birth and death, and the dura- 
tion of His public ministry are considered in brief preliminary essays. 

THE LITERARY STUDY OF THE BIBLE. An account of the leadmg 
forma of hterature in the Sacred Writings. By Professor R. G. 
MouLioN. M.A., Ph.D. Cheaper Edition. In demy Svo, cloth gilt, 
6s, net. 

" A valuable help to the study of the Sacred Writings. . . 
We heartily recommend this book." — Daily Ckronielt. 

THE PRACTICAL WISDOU OF THE BIBLE. Edited with an intro- 
duction by J. St. Lob Strackey (Editor of TAs SptcUiior). In 
demy 16mo, cloth gilt, gilt top, 2s. 6d. net : leather 3s. 6d. net. 
" If Mr. Strachey s work does nothing more than draw attention 
to Hm incomparably rich vein of wisdom which runs through tho 
various books of which the Bible is made up, not only the Qmrcb, 
but all whose faith is founded on the Scriptures, will owe him a 
debt of gratitade. ... No one, after reading the elegant and 
carefully produced volume can doubt that Mr. Strachey has don« 
a good work in a thoroughly good manner." — Standard. 
18 
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THE SOCIAL RESULTS OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY. By C. Schmidt. 
Translated by Urs. Thorpe. With Preliminary Essay by R. W 
Dalb, LL.D. In crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 3s. 6d, net. 

" An eaay book to read, and the educated layman will find it 
fuU of vital interest, while the more exacting student will have the 
lurtber satisfaction of being provided with full and precise leferenccs 

to the original authorities in which many startling a ' 

mode." — Noftingkam Daily Express, 



HODERNISH. A Rkcord and Revibw. By the Rev. A. Lbsub 
LiLLBY, H.A. In demy 6vo, cloth gilt, 6s. net. 

" Mr. Lilley is admirably suited, both by knowledge and sympathy, 
to be the medium through which the modernist position may be 
made known to the English public." — C\wek Timti. 

BODY AND SOUL. An Enquiry into the eSects of Religion upon 
health with a descriptitm of Christian works of healing from the 
New Testament to tne present day. By Percy Dearmek, D.D. 
Ninth impression. Cheaper Edition. In crown 8vo, doth gilt. 
2s. 6d. net. 

" Here is the book for which we have so long waited. . . We 
may say at once that the work could hardly have been better done. 
It takes a comprehensive survey of the main question, and of 
matters related to it. It is arranged with an admirable clearness." 
— Church Timfs. 

THE CHURCHMAN'S GUIDE. A Handbook for all persons, whether 
Clencal or Lay, who require a Book of Reference on questions of 
Church I.aw or Ecclesiotogy. Edited by Arthur Reynolds, M.A. 
In crown 8vo, cloth, 366 pp., 33. 6d. net. 

" The work is extremely well done. Within the apace of 333 
pages, well and clearly printed in double columns, the editor haa 
managed to include nearly a thousand articles and definitiona. 
The artictes on various legal points are ludd and authoritative ; 
those on ecctesioiogy interesting and practical ; those on historical 
points are commendably free from bias. In fact it is a trustworthy 
and convenient guide on the many matters on which the churchman 
constantly finds himself in need of information." — Church Tinus. 

CHURCH ACCOUNTS. A Simple. Condse Method of Account Keeping, 
for use by the Clergy, Churchwardens, and other Ofbcials. With 
Model Accounts. Compiled by the Rev. W. G. Dowslby, B.A. 
Size IS) in. by 9^ in., half-leather, 106 pp., with interleaved blotting- 
paper, 03. 6d. net. 

" An exceedingly useful volume. ... Aa to its thoroughneaa 
there can be no doubt : . . . for large and highly oraanised parishea 
it would be difficult to devise anything better. — Guardian. 
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THECa-OGICAL jcomtd.) 

THE SOCIAL WORKERS' GUIDE. A Handbook of Infoimatia* 
and Counsel for all who are interMted in Public Wellare. Edited 
by the Rev. J. B. Hauianb, M.A., Secretary cd the Southwark 
DiDcesan Social Service Committee, with assistance tiom Fifty 
Experts. In crown 8vo, cloth, 500 pp., with over 500 artidea. 
3b. 6d. net. 

" A book of reference of more than average value. The need 
of such a book is patent, and we do not know of any other puUica- 
tioo which attempts to supply it. The notes are arranged in 
alphabetical order, and. genially speaking, they are woaderfally 
wdiausti ve. " — Guardum . 

HOW TO TEACH AND CATECHISE. A Plea for the Employment 
of Educational Methods in the Religious Instruction of Children. 
By the Rev. J. A. Rtvington, M.A.. fonnerly Second Master at 
St. Paul's Cathedral Choir School. With a Preface by the Loao 
Bishop of Gloucester. Cheaper Edition. In crown Svo. cloth 
silt. Is. 6d. net. 

" This is an invaluable little book , . . it might well be put 
into the hands of every Sunday School teacher.' — Ckurckmait. 

A POPULAR HISTORY OF THE CHURCH IN WALES From the 
fi^inning to the PreMnt Day. By the Rev. J. £. Da Hirsch-Davibs, 
B.A. In crown Svo, cloth gilt. 356 pp., 5a. net. 

" It shows wide reading no less than special study. It is written 
with the simplicity befitting a popular history, and its interest never 
Sags. It makes the Welsh Qiurch, in strength and. weakness, 
depression or re-awakeoing. live before our eyes." — Chuich Times. 

THE LONDON CHURCH HANDBOOK. Being a Compendium of 
Information upon Church Affairs in the County of London [Dioceses 
ot London and Southwark]. In Oown Svo. cloth. 412 pp., 2s. net. 

THE SPRING OF THE DAY. SpiFiTtiAtANAtociBS prom the Thinos 
OF Nature. By the late Hugh BIacuillan, D.D., LL.D. In 
crown Svo. cloth gilt 3s. Gd. net. 

THE CLOCK OF NATURE. By the late Hugh Maciuixan, D.D.. 
LL.D. In crown 6vo, cloth gilt. 3s. Sd. net. 

An attempt to bring out the wise lessons which the objects of 
Nature teach, and to illustrate the spiritual revelation of God in 
Christ by the revelation of God in Nature. 

THE POETRY OF PLANTS. By the late Hugh Uacuuxam. D.D.. 
LL.D. In crown Svo. cloth gilt, 3b. 6d. net. 

A ctrilection of popular studies, sbowii^ the many points of beantjr 
and interest about some of the commmiest of our trees and wild 
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TRAVEL, TOPOGRAPHY, AND SPORT 

THE ADVENTURER IN SPAIN. By S. R. Crockett. With 162 
illuatrations by Gordon Browmb and from photographs taken by 
the Author. In large crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 6a. 

CASTLES AND CHATEAUX OF OLD TOURAINE and the Loin 
Country, By Francis MiLxotTN and Blanche HcUanus. With 
seventy illustratioas reproduced from paintiiigs made on the spot, 
and maps, plans, etc. In lai^ crown 8vo, cloth richly gilt, gilt top, 
7s. 6d. not. 

e have come 



CASTLES AND CHATEAUX OF OLD NAVARRE and Um Baaque 
Provinces. By the same Authors. With 63 illustrations (some in 
colour), maps, plans, etc. In large crown Svo cloth richly gilt, 
gilt top, 7s. 6d. net. 

" The book is well worth reading, not merely as a travel handbook, 
but for its sympathetic, sodal and historical review of a very 
interesting section of the French people." — Iriih Timet. 

CASTLES AND CHATEAUX OP OLD BURGUNDY and the Border 
ProTJnces. By the same Authors. With 59 illustrationa (some in 
colour), maps, plans, etc. In largo crown Svo, cloth richly gilt, 
gilt top, 7s. 6d. net, 

" Their new volume strikes the reader as the most readable and 
most instructive they have yet given us." — NolHngham Guardian. 

IN THE LAND OP MOSQUES AND HIHARETS. By the same 
Authors. With 75 illustrations, in colour and black and white, 
maps, plans, etc. In lai^ crown Svo. cloth gilt, gilt top. with 
cover of charming design, 7s, 6d. net. 

" A comprehensive account of Morocco, Algiers, and Tunis, and 
of Mussulman govenunent, reUgion, art, culture, ami French 
inflnence. Picturesquely ilhutrated," — Timas, 

WANDERINGS ON THE ITALIAN RIVIERA. The Record o( a Ids- 
urely tour in Liguria. By Fbbdbiuc Lees. With coloured plate, 
and 60 illustratians, map. In large crown Svo, cloth gilt, gilt top, 
7s. ed. net. 

" The Italian Riviera . . . ispracticatly unknown to the majority 
of visitors, and Mr. Lees has done it and the pubUc a service in 
writing this very readable and pleasant volume. All intellectual 
people will appreciate the description of local customs, art and 
architectnre, Itterature and folk lore, which Mr. Lees has set himself 
to expound." — World. 
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TRAVEL, TOPOGRAPHY. AMD SPORT {amtd. ) 

Countries and Peoples Series 

Each in imperial I Gino, cloth gilt, gilt top, with about 30 foU-pog* 
plate illuEtiatioiu, 6s. net 

ITALY OF THE ITALIANS. By Hujut Zimmbrn. 

" The knowledge and judgment displayed in the volnme are tmly 
astonnding, and the labour the author hai expended on it has mad* 
it aa indispensable as Baedeker to the traveller, as well as invaluable 
to the student of modem times." — DiUty TtUgrmpk. 

FRANCE OF THE FRENCH. By E. Hauison Barker. 

" A book of genaal infonnation concerning the life and genius 
of the French people, with especial referoice to contemporary 
Fiance. Covers every phase of 'French intellectual life — arcbttec- 
ture, playen, science, and invention, etc." — Ttmu. 

SPAIN OF THE SPANISH. By Mis. Vilubrs-Wardbu- 

" Within little more than 250 pages she has collected a mass of 
ordered information which must be simply invaluable to any one 
who wants to know the facts of Spanish life at the present day. 
Nowhere else, so far as we are aware, can a more complete and vet 
compendious account of modem Spain be found. — Pall MtO 
GtttttU. 

SWITZERLAND OF THE SWISS. By Frank Wzbb. 

" Mr. Webb's account of that unknown country is tntimatfc 
faithful, and interesting. It is an attempt to convey a real know- 
ledge <^ a strildn^ people — an admiralty successful attempt." — 
Morning Leader. 

GERMANY OF THE GERMANS. By Robbrt M. Berry. 

" Mr. Berry abundantly proves his abihty to write of G*rma»y 
of the Germans in an able and informing fashion. What he does 
is to state, so far as can be done within toe scope of a single handy 



TURKEY OF THE OTTOMANS. By Lucv H. J. Garnrtt. 

" There could hardly be a better handbook for the newspaper 
reader wbo wants to understand all the conditions of the ' danger 
lone.' " — Spectator. 

BELGIUM OF THE BELGIANS. By Dsubtridg C. BotiLCRR. 
" A very complete handbook to the country." — WorU. 
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